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New signings that 
have made the Saints 
squad stronger — 
Wesley Hoedt, right, 
and Mario Lemina, in 
action against West 
Ham (below) 


SAINTS 


Great to see Saints 


Premier Lge 
ins & outs 


ARSENAL 


Ins: Sead Kolasinac (Schalke, 
free), Alexandre Lacazette (Lyon, 
£45m) 

Outs: Takuma Asano (Stuttgart, 
loan), Stefan O’Connor (Newcastle, 
free), Kaylen Hinds (Wolfsburg, 
undisclosed), Glen Kamara (Dundee, 
free), Marc Bola (Bristol Rovers, 
loan), Wojciech Szczesny (Juventus, 
£11 m), Yaya Sanogo (Toulouse, 
free), Stephy Mavididi (Preston, 
loan), Carl Jenkinson (Birmingham, 
loan), Cohen Bramall (Birmingham, 
loan), Gabriel Paulista (Valencia, 
undisclosed), Ismael Bennacer 
(Empoli, undisclosed), Savvas 
Mourgos (Norwich, undisclosed), 

Jon Toral (Hull, undisclosed), Kieran 
Gibbs (West Brom, £7m), Alex 
Oxlade-Chamberlain (Liverpool, 
undisclosed), Lucas Perez 
(Deportivo, loan), Joel Campbell 
(Real Betis, loan) 

BOURNEMOUTH 

Ins: Jermain Defoe (Sunderland, 
free), Nathan Ake (Chelsea, £19m), 
Asmir Begovic (Chelsea, £9m), 
Connor Mahoney (Blackburn, 
compensation fee) 

Outs: Mark Travers (Weymouth, 
loan), Ryan Allsop (Blackpool, loan), 
Lewis Grabban (Sunderland, loan), 
Ben Whitfield (Port Vale, loan), Harry 
Cornick (Luton, undisclosed), Max 


Nathan Ake 

Gradel (Toulouse, loan), Jordan 
Green (Yeovil, free), Baily Cargill 
(Fleetwood, loan), Mihai Dobre 
(Bury, loan), Matt Worthington 
(Yeovil, loan), Adam Federici 
(Nottingham Forest, loan), Marc 
Wilson (Sunderland, undisclosed) 

BRIGHTON 

Ins: Mathew Ryan (Valencia, £5m), 
Markus Suttner (Ingolstadt, £3.8m), 
Pascal Gross (Ingolstadt, £2.5m), 
Mathias Normann (FK Bodo/Glimt, 
undisclosed), Izzy Brown (Chelsea, 
loan), Davy Propper (PSV Eindhoven, 
undisclosed), Soufyan Ahannach 
(Almere City, undisclosed), Jose 
Izquierdo (Club Brugge, 
undisclosed), Ezequiel Schelotto 
(Sporting Lisbon, undisclosed), Tim 
Krul (Newcastle, loan) 

Outs: Vegard Forren (released), 
David Stockdale (Birmingham, free), 
Chris O’Grady (Chesterfield, free), 
Elvis Manu (Genclerbirligi, free), 
Christian Walton (Wigan, loan), Rob 
Hunt (Oldham, loan), Oliver 
Norwood (Fulham, loan), Tom 
Dallison (Accrington, loan), Tyler 
Forbes (Accrington, loan), Kazenga 
LuaLua (QPR, loan), Archie Davies 
(Whitehawk, loan), Rohan Ince (Bury, 
loan), Richie Towell (Rotherham, 
loan) 

Continued on facing page 


Simon 

Carter 


HANDS up, then. 

Who thought Saints would re¬ 
ally go through the 2017 summer 
transfer window without selling 
Virgil van Dijk? 

Come on, show of hands please. 

For what it’s worth, I thought 
he’d go. 

Not because the Saints hierar¬ 
chy would roll over like a puppy 
and let the Premier League elite 
tickle its tummy before accepting 
an offer for their best player. 

I don’t necessarily buy into the 
oft-repeated criticism that Saints 
have let their crown jewels go too 
easily. 

They have always got a good fee 
for the players they have reluc¬ 
tantly sold, and no-one can really 
suggest otherwise. 

No, I thought he’d go because I 
envisaged one of the big names 
offering stupid money for his ser¬ 
vices. 

And every player has his price. 
Ralph Krueger knows that as well 
as anyone. 

Let’s face it, van Dijk wouldn’t 
just improve Liverpool’s at times 
still porous back four. 

He would improve Manchester 
City’s rearguard, and Chelsea’s 
for that matter. 

And it goes without saying he 
would improve Arsenal’s, based 
on the first few weeks of the 
2017/18 season. 

Fair play to Southampton Foot¬ 
ball Club, though. 

Though they never received a 
single bid for van Dijk in the sum¬ 
mer window, they had flat-batted 
all enquiries away. 

Van Dijk said as much in his 
statement which accompanied 
his public revelation of handing 
in a transfer request. 

Had Saints given any club the 
come-on, so to speak, then bids 
would have been made. 

Saints, though, said all along 
they did not want to sell van Dijk. 

They said all along they did not 
need to sell van Dijk. 

That was their view before his 
transfer request, and that re¬ 
mained their view after it. 

And they stuck to their guns 
from the first minute of the win¬ 
dow opening to the dying seconds 
before it slammed shut. 

In a way, it was good that the 
player stayed. That he didn’t get 
his wishes. 

Players and their agents hold 
far too much power these days, 
certainly at Premier League level. 

It is morally wrong, surely, for 
a player to sign a six-year deal - 
as van Dijk did - only to then tell 
club officials six months later he 
wanted to go. 


Philippe Coutinho gets a shot in at St Mary's last season despite a challege 
from Jose Fonte. 


It’s not the same as a player an¬ 
gling for a move if he has just one 
year of his current deal to go, as 
Victor Wanyama did when he left 
Saints to join Tottenham in the 
summer of 2016. 

It’s totally different, and I’d like 
to think many football fans - un¬ 
less they support Liverpool - will 
heartily applaud Saints’ actions 
over the last few months. 


But, in all honesty, even Liver¬ 
pool supporters should clap Saints 
as well. After all, their stance was 
no different to the stance Liver¬ 
pool took over Philippe Coutinho. 

In the same way Saints did not 
want to lose their best player, nei¬ 
ther did Liverpool. Two players 
fired in a transfer request, to no 
avail. 

It is lovely to know that, in his 


crazy, cash-mad footballing world 
we now live in, that Liverpool FC 
- one of the most famous clubs in 
the world - do not have things all 
their own way. 

That Barcelona, for all their 
money, wealth and glamour, do 
not have things all their own way 
either. 

Saints can dig their heels in, 
and come out as ‘winners’ - if 
keeping hold of one of your own 
players can be described as a suc¬ 
cess, a triumph. 

In the case of keeping Virgil van 
Dijk, I think it can be described in 
exactly those words. 

Saints fans have been debat¬ 
ing the van Dijk saga for many 
months now. The Daily Echo web¬ 
site and Facebook page has been 
full of angry supporters having 
their say. 

Views, unsurprisingly, have 
been mixed. Some urged Saints 
to sell - providing they got a big 
enough sum, and to anyone other 
than Jurgen Klopp’s team - while 
others would like to see him rot 
in the reserves, an example made 
of a player who now realises he 
didn’t get what he wanted. 

That last scenario does no-one 
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Premier Lge 
ins and outs 


stand firm for once 


any good, though. 

If van Dijk is fit and makes him¬ 
self available to Mauricio Pel¬ 
legrino, he has to play. 

Saints are paying him £80,000 
a week to play games, not sit on 
his backside. The club aren’t rich 
enough to just throw £80,000 away 


every week on a player training 
with the kids. 

If van Dijk views himself as a 
professional, he now has to swal¬ 
low his pride and get on with his 
job. 

Continuing to mope will not do 
his reputation any good within 


the game. He might find his list 
of potential suitors in January or 
next summer dwindling if his at¬ 
titude remains poor, and ‘poor’ is 
putting it mildly. 

Though it’s a big ‘if’ at this mo¬ 
ment in time, a fully-fit, mentally 
tuned in van Dijk alongside his 


fellow Dutch international Wes¬ 
ley Hoedt is a tantalising prospect 
for Saints fans. 

Defensively, Saints ended the 
window in a much stronger posi¬ 
tion than they began it. 

Midfield wise, Mario Lemina 
and Oriol Romeu should give the 
defence - whether van Dijk is in it 
or not - much greater cover than 
before. 

Up front, though, remains the 
big problem area. 

Goals were a problem under 
Claude Puel last term, and Saints 
have only struck once from open 
play in four games this term. 

Manolo Gabbiadini, Charlie 
Austin and Shane Long are the 
only three front-line forwards 
available to Pellegrino. 

Puel had Jay Rodriguez as well 
last season, while both the cur¬ 
rent and previous Saints bosses 
decided Sam Gallagher was better 
off on loan in the Championship 
than staying at St Mary’s. 

Austin, of course, has a proven 
scoring record in the top flight 
- providing he steers clear of in¬ 
juries. 

Long has never been prolific in 
the top flight and Gabbiadini’s 
career record shows he tends to 
score in bursts rather than on a 
consistent basis. 

It is up to Pellegrino to find a 
system to get the best out of his 
forwards, in a way that Puel nev¬ 
er managed to do. 

The likes of Dusan Tadic, 
James Ward-Prowse and Nathan 
Redmond all need to deliver more 
goals as well, given that of the 
three strikers Puel has only one 
of them could be on the field at 
any given time. 

It goes without saying that time 
will tell if Saints should have 
added to their attacking options 
in the summer window just shut. 

It will also illustrate whether 
the club’s stance on van Dijk was 
the right one one ... 


BURNLEY 

Ins: Jack Cork (Swansea, £7.7m), 
Jon Walters (Stoke, £1.9m), Charlie 
Taylor (Leeds, compensation), Phil 
Bardsley (Stoke, undisclosed), 

Adam Legzdins (Birmingham, 
undisclosed), Chris Wood (Leeds, 
undisclosed), Nahki Wells 
(Huddersfield, undisclosed) 

Outs: Michael Keane (Everton, 
£30million), Joey Barton (released), 
Michael Kightly (Southend, free), 
Josh Ginnelly (Lincoln, loan), 

George Boyd (Sheffield Wednesday, 
free), Rouwen Hennings (Fortuna 
Dusseldorf, free), Paul Robinson 
(retired), Chris Long (Northampton, 
loan), Alex Whitmore (Bury, loan), 
Aiden O’Neill (Fleetwood, loan), 
Tendayi Darikwa (Nottingham 
Forest, undisclosed), Conor Mitchell 
(Chester, loan), Andre Gray 
(Watford, £18.5m), Luke Hendrie 
(Bradford, loan), Tom Anderson 
(Port Vale, loan), Daniel Agyei 
(Walsall, loan) 

CHELSEA 

Ins: Tiemoue Bakayoko (Monaco, 
£34m), Antonio Rudiger (Roma, 
£29m), Willy Caballero (Manchester 
City, free), Ethan Ampadu (Exeter, 
compensation), Alvaro Morata (Real 
Madrid, undisclosed), Davide 
Zappacosta (Torino, undisclosed), 
Danny Drinkwater (Leicester, 
undisclosed) 

Outs: John Terry (Aston Villa, free), 
Nathan Ake (Bournemouth, £19m), 
Juan Cuadrado (Juventus, 
£17.3million), Asmir Begovic 
(Bournemouth, £9m), Bertrand 
Traore (Lyon, £8.8million), Christian 
Atsu (Newcastle, £6.8m), Nathaniel 
Chalobah (Watford, £4.8m), Ruben 
Loftus-Cheek (Crystal Palace, loan), 
Dominic Solanke (Liverpool, 
compensation), Alex Kiwomya 
(Doncaster, free), Tammy Abraham 
(Swansea, loan), Bradley Collins 
(Forest Green, loan), Ola Aina (Hull, 
loan) 

Continued on page 4 


Jack Cork, right. 



Virgil van Dijk 
ended the 
transfer window 
as he started 
it - as a Saints 




Hidden Portugal 

8 days from £569 Flying direct from an airport 
near you, Sept & Oct 2017, Apr to Oct 2018 

Discover a delightful corner of Portugal far removed from 
the Algarve’s manicured golf-courses and holiday resorts, 
and brimming with fascination and interest. 

Tour highlights 

V Discover Portugal’s vibrant second city Oporto 

V Pay a visit to a port wine lodge 

</ Journey along the scenic Costa Verde 
*/ Explore the Vinho Verde vineyards and discover historic 
Ponte de Lima’s ancient Roman bridge 
Explore Povoa de Varzim and Vila do Conde 
y/ Guided visits to Viana do Castelo and Ponte de Lima 

V Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced tour manager 

y/ Seven nights’ three-star half-board hotel accommodation, 
return flights and transfers 


Reader Offer ^ Newmarket 





Daily Echo 


call 0330 160 7751 


Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncs!7260 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. ATOL protected 2325. (LS) I? BTA 
Subject to availability. Single supplements apply Standard phone charges it~\ 



Travel with confidence 
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Premier Lge 
ins and outs 

from page 3 

CHELSEA 

Outs (continued) Lucas Piazon 
(Fulham, loan), Ike Ugbo (Barnsley, 
loan), Marco van Ginkel (PSV 
Eindhoven, loan), Mukhtar AM 
(Vitesse Arnhem, undisclosed), Jay 
Dasilva (Charlton, loan), Kurt Zouma 
(Stoke, loan), Mason Mount (Vitesse 
Arnhem, loan), Izzy Brown (Brighton, 
loan), Tomas Kalas (Fulham, loan), 
Michael Hector (Hull, loan), Matt 
Miazga (Vitesse Arnhem, loan), 
Nemanja Matic (Manchester United, 
undisclosed), Kasey Palmer 
(Huddersfield, loan), Lewis Baker 
(Middlesbrough, loan), Jeremie 
Boga (Birmingham, loan), Jordan 
Houghton (Doncaster, loan), Kyle 
Jameson (West Brom, undisclosed), 
Charlie Wakefield (Stevenage, loan), 
Malakai Mars (Barnet, undisclosed), 
Fikayo Tomori (Hull, loan) 

CRYSTAL PALACE 

Ins: Ruben Loftus-Cheek (Chelsea, 
loan), Jairo Riedewald (Ajax, 
undisclosed), Timothy Fosu-Mensah 
(Manchester United, loan), 

Mamadou Sakho (Liverpool, £26m) 

Outs: Steve Mandanda (Marseille, 
£6.8m), Fraizer Campbell (Hull, 
free), Joe Ledley (released), Mathieu 
Flamini (released), Kwesi Appiah 
(AFC Wimbledon, free), Luke Croll 
(Exeter, free), Zeki Fryers (Barnsley, 



Wayne Rooney 


free), Ryan Inniss (Colchester, loan), 
Jonny Williams (Sunderland, loan), 
Keshi Anderson (Swindon, loan) 

EVERTON 

Ins: Gylfi Sigurdsson (Swansea, 
undisclosed), Jordan Pickford 
(Sunderland, £30m), Michael Keane 
(Burnley, £30m), Davy Klaassen 
(Ajax, £23.5m), Wayne Rooney 
(Manchester United, undisclosed), 
Henry Onyekuru (Eupen, £7m), 
Sandro Ramirez (Malaga, £5.2m), 
Cuco Martina (Southampton, free), 
Nikola Vlasic (Hajduk Split, £8m) 

Outs: Romelu Lukaku (Manchester 
United, £75m), Gerard Deulofeu 
(Barcelona, £10m), Tom Cleverley 
(Watford, £7.9m), Russell Griffiths 
(Motherwell, free), Conor McAleny 
(Fleetwood, free), Brendan Galloway 
(Sunderland, loan), Josef Yarney 
(Newcastle, free), Tyias Browning 
(Sunderland, loan), Aiden McGeady 
(Sunderland, undisclosed), Courtney 
Duffus (Oldham, undisclosed), 
Matthew Pennington (Leeds, loan), 
Joe Williams (Barnsley, loan), Kieran 
Dowell (Nottingham Forest, loan), 
Antonee Robinson (Bolton, loan), 
Arouna Kone (Sivasspor, free), 
Gareth Barry (West Brom, 
undisclosed), Conor Grant (Crewe, 
loan), Callum Connolly (Ipswich, 
loan), Liam Walsh (Birmingham, 
loan). Cont on facing page. 
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City take top 

Simon 

Carter 



Kyle Walker - one 
of Manchester City's 
pricy purchases which 
put them at the top 
of the Premier League 
spending table. 


Manchester City topped the Pre¬ 
mier League summer spending 
chart - despite their bid for Alexis 
Sanchez falling through. 

Deals that would have taken 
the Arsenal forward to the north 
west, with Monaco’s Thomas 
Lemar replacing him at the Emir¬ 
ates Stadium, were among sev¬ 
eral high-profile transfers which 
failed to get over the line on dead¬ 
line day. 

Virgil van Dijk’s hoped for move 
to Anfield was another one that 
had an anti-climatic ending - for 
the player anyway 

But City had not been shy of 
splashing the cash earlier in the 
window, with fees of over £40mil- 
lion for full-backs Benjamin 
Mendy and Kyle Walker and play- 
maker Bernardo Silva contribut¬ 
ing to a total spend of £213m. 

That compares to Saints’ total 
spending in the last six summer 
windows - starting with the 2012 
one - of almost £240m. 

Chelsea’s late signings of To¬ 
rino full-back Davide Zappacosta 
and Leicester midfielder Danny 
Drinkwater nudged them into 
second place, with a reported 
£35m fee for the latter taking their 
spending to around £183m - after 
the previous arrivals of £60m 
striker Alvaro Morata and big- 
money pair Tiemoue Bakayoko 
and Antonio Rudiger. 

Everton signed Hajduk Split 
winger Nikola Vlasic to cap off an 
ambitious £150m spending spree 
which also brought in the likes 
of Gylfi Sigurdsson, Davy Klaas¬ 
sen, Michael Keane and Jordan 
Pickford - with Wayne Rooney’s 
return on a free transfer from 
Manchester United not contribut¬ 
ing to the total. 

Romelu Lukaku’s £75m move 
from Everton to United, the big¬ 
gest Premier League signing of 
the window after Arsenal’s £92m 
bid for Lemar failed, accounted 
for more than half of the Red 
Devils’ spending. 

Tottenham spent £88m overall, 
leaving it late before bringing in 
Serge Aurier and Fernando Llor- 
ente on deadline day 

At the lower end of the spend¬ 
ing chart, Stoke spent £18m on 
Tottenham defender Kevin Wim- 
mer and £7m to make Bruno 
Martins Indi’s move permanent, 
but that was the extent of their 
spending save for an undisclosed 
fee to bring in teenager Josh Ty- 
mon from Hull. 

Bournemouth were the only 
other club below the £30m overall 
spending mark after Crystal Pal¬ 
ace’s deadline-beating £26m deal 
to bring Mamadou Sakho from 


Liverpool. 

Until then, Palace had spent 
only £8m on Ajax defender Jairo 
Riedewald. 

• Premier League clubs are 
heading towards £5billion in 
combined annual revenues, and 
they continue to invest record 
amounts in new playing talent. 

According to Deloitte’s Sports 
Business Group, the clubs have 


set new benchmarks for spending 
in a summer window, single sea¬ 
son, calendar year and transfer 
deadline day. 

Here are Deloitte’s key findings 
after the summer transfer win¬ 
dow closed in England: 

• Premier League clubs spent 
a record £1.430billion on trans¬ 
fers this summer, an increase 
from last year’s previous high of 
£1.165billion. 


• That breaks down to an av¬ 
erage summer spend per club of 
£71m, up from last year’s £58m. 

• Thursday’s transfer deadline 
day outlay exceeded £210m, beat¬ 
ing the record set last summer of 
£155m. 

• Deloitte reports the clubs’ net 
expenditure fell slightly, however, 
from last summer’s record £685m 
to £665m this year. 

• The Premier League’s own 
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spending spot 



statistics for 2016 show a net 
summer spend of £636m, in part 
because it considers Manchester 
City’s signing of Gabriel Jesus as 
a winter 2017 purchase, whereas 
Deloitte lists him in the summer 
when the deal was announced. 

• Deloitte estimates Manches¬ 
ter City were the league’s top 
summer 2017 spenders at £215m 
ahead of Chelsea on £180m, Man¬ 
chester United at £145m and Ever- 


ton on £145m. 

• Only four clubs - Arsenal, 
Burnley, Stoke and Swansea - 
made money on their transfer 
dealings. 

• Premier League clubs spent 
a record £770million on buying 
players from overseas and com¬ 
bined spent almost twice as much 
the next highest spender, Serie A. 

• Despite Paris St Germain’s 
world-record signing of Neymar, 


Ligue l’s clubs spent less than 
half the amount of their English 
counterparts. 

• Championship clubs paid out 
£195m on players this summer, 
down from 2016’s £215m. 

• Since the first transfer win¬ 
dow in January 2003, Premier 
League clubs have shelled out 
more than £10.3billion on players, 
with 84 per cent of this spent in 
the summer windows. 


• Commenting on the numbers, 
Deloitte’s Dan Jones said: “Pre¬ 
mier League clubs have broken 
their own record for transfer ex¬ 
penditure for the sixth summer 
in a row. 

“With the continued growth in 
clubs’ revenues, principally from 
broadcast rights, it is no surprise 
that Premier League clubs have 
continued to maintain their lead¬ 
ing position in the world’s player 
transfer market. 

“Importantly, and when ana¬ 
lysed in the context of generat¬ 
ing record broadcast, commercial 
and matchday revenues, Premier 
League clubs are spending well 
within their means. 

“For the last 15 years, annual 
transfer spending has remained 
within the range of between a 
fifth and a third, and averaged 
at around a quarter, of total rev¬ 
enues. 

“With Premier League clubs’ 
revenue showing no sign of de¬ 
creasing in the foreseeable future, 
we would expect to see spending 
continue to rise.” 

Despite Paris Saint-German 
splashing a world-record £200m 
on Neymar, the Premier League 
kept its position as Europe’s big¬ 
gest spender, investing almost 
twice as much as second-placed 
Serie A, which paid out £735m on 
playing talent. 

In fact, the combined spend of 
clubs from Ligue 1, the Bundes- 
liga and La Liga is only £170m 
more than the Premier League’s, 
although the Spanish transfer 
window does not close until Fri¬ 
day night. 

This summer also saw Premier 
League clubs return to their tra¬ 
ditional position of being net im¬ 
porters of players after making 
a small profit on player trading 
with their overseas rivals in Jan¬ 
uary. This summer, the league’s 
net expenditure on foreign trans¬ 
fers was £585m, a decrease from 
2016’s record of £630m. 

“While the transfer record for a 
single player has again been bro¬ 
ken by a major European club, the 
Premier League’s clubs enjoy an 
unrivalled depth of purchasing 
power, as a result of the League’s 
relatively equal - and transparent 
- distribution of broadcast rev¬ 
enues,” said Jones. 

“Premier League clubs con¬ 
tinue to benefit from a virtuous 
circle: investing record revenues 
to acquire some of the best play¬ 
ing talent from around the world, 
which in turn helps the Premier 
League secure substantial im¬ 
provements in domestic and in¬ 
ternational broadcast deals, and 
helps individual clubs maximise 
commercial revenues and match- 
day attendances through stadium 
improvements and similar long¬ 
term investments.” 


Premier Lge 
ins and outs 

from facing page 

HUDDERSFIELD 

Ins: Steve Mounie (Montpellier, 

£11 m), Aaron Mooy (Manchester 
City, £10m), Tom Ince (Derby, £7m), 
Mathias Jorgensen (FC 
Copenhagen, £3.5m), Laurent 
Depoitre (Porto, £3.4m), Scott 
Malone (Fulham, £3.2m), Elias 
Kachunga (Ingolstadt, £1.1m), Danny 
Williams (Reading, free), Jonas 
Lossl (Mainz, loan), Kasey Palmer 
(Chelsea, loan), Abdelhamid Sabiri 
(Nurnberg, undisclosed), Florent 
Hadergjonaj (Ingolstadt, loan), Rob 
Green (unattached, free) 

Outs: Tareiq Holmes-Dennis 
(Portsmouth, loan), Rekeil Pyke 
(Port Vale, loan), Jordy Hiwula 
(Fleetwood, loan), Fraser Horsfall 
(Gateshead, loan), Harry Bunn (Bury, 
undisclosed), Kyle Dempsey 
(Fleetwood, undisclosed), Jack 
Payne (Oxford, loan), Mark Hudson 
(retired), Sean Scannell (Burton, 
loan), Jordan Williams (Bury, loan), 
Nahki Wells (Burnley, undisclosed) 

LEICESTER 

Ins: Harry Maguire (Hull, £17m), 
Vicente Iborra (Sevilla, £12.75m), 
Eldin Jakupovic (Hull, £2.25m), 
Kelechi Iheanacho (Manchester City, 
£25m), George Thomas (Coventry, 
undisclosed), Aleksandar Dragovic 



Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain 


(Bayer Leverkusen, loan) 

Outs: Ron-Robert Zieler (Stuttgart, 
£3.4m), Bartosz Kapustka (Freiburg, 
loan), Callum Elder (Wigan, loan), 
Marcin Wasilewski (released), 

Harvey Barnes (Barnsley, loan), Tom 
Lawrence (Derby, undisclosed), 
Nampalys Mendy (Nice, loan), Danny 
Drinkwater (Chelsea, undisclosed) 

LIVERPOOL 

Ins: Mohamed Salah (Roma, 
£34.3m), Dominic Solanke (Chelsea, 
compensation), Andy Robertson 
(Hull, undisclosed), Alex Oxlade- 
Chamberlain (Arsenal, £38m) 

Outs: Lucas Leiva (Lazio, £5m), 
Andre Wisdom (Derby, £1.95m), 

Ryan Fulton (Hamilton, free), Kevin 
Stewart (Hull, undisclosed), Adam 
Phillips (Norwich, free), Alex 
Manninger (retired), Sheyi Ojo 
(Fulham, loan), DivockOrigi 
(Wolfsburg, loan), Allan Rodrigues 
de Souza (Apollon Limassol, loan), 
Toni Gomes (Forest Green, loan), 
Jordan Williams (Rochdale, loan), 
Sam Hart (Blackburn, undisclosed), 
Mamadou Sakho (Crystal Palace, 
£26m) 

MANCHESTER CITY 

Ins: Kyle Walker (Tottenham, 
£45m), Bernardo Silva (Monaco, 
£43m). Continued on page 6 
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From page 5 

MANCHESTER CITY 

Ins (continued) Ederson (Benfica, 
£35m), Douglas Luiz (Vasco Da 
Gama, £10m), Danilo (Real Madrid, 
£27m), Benjamin Mendy (Monaco, 
£49.4m), Olarenwaju Kayode 
(Austria Vienna, undisclosed) 

Outs: Joe Hart (West Ham, loan), 
Pablo Zabaleta (West Ham, free), 
Gael Clichy (Istanbul Basaksehir, 
free), Jesus Navas (Sevilla, free), 
Willy Caballero (Chelsea, free), 
Bacary Sagna (released), Angus 
Gunn (Norwich, loan), Enes Unal 
(Villarreal, £12m), Aaron Mooy 
(Huddersfield, £10m), Nolito 
(Sevilla, £7.9m), Bersant Celina 
(Ipswich, loan), Ruben Sobrino 
(Alaves, undisclosed), Joe Coveney 
(Nottingham Forest, free), Olivier 
Ntcham (Celtic, undisclosed), 
Thomas Agyepong (NAC Breda, 
loan), Aleksandar Kolarov (Roma, 
undisclosed), Rodney Kongolo 
(Doncaster, loan), Kelechi 
Iheanacho (Leicester, £25m), 
Fernando (Galatasaray, 
undisclosed), Thierry Ambrose (NAC 
Breda, loan), Paolo Fernandes (NAC 
Breda, loan), Pablo Mari (NAC 
Breda, loan), Douglas Luiz (Girona, 
loan), Aleix Garcia (Girona, loan), 
Marios Moreno (Girona, loan), Samir 
Nasri (Antalyaspor, undisclosed), 
Brandon Barker (Hibernian, loan), 



Romelu Lukaku 


Olarenwaju Kayode (Girona, loan), 
Jadon Sancho (Borussia Dortmund, 
£8m), Jason Denayer (Galatasaray, 
loan), Kean Bryan (Oldham, loan), 
Wilfried Bony (Swansea, £12m) 

MANCHESTER UNITED 

Ins: Romelu Lukaku (Everton, 
£75m), Victor Lindelof (Benfica, 
£30.75m), Nemanja Matic (Chelsea, 
undisclosed), Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
(free), 

Outs: Wayne Rooney (Everton, 
undisclosed), Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
(released), Adnan Januzaj (Real 
Sociedad, £9.8m), Josh Harrop 
(Preston, undisclosed), Regan Poole 
(Northampton, loan), Sam 
Johnstone (Aston Villa, loan), Dean 
Henderson (Shrewsbury, loan), 
Devonte Redmond (Scunthorpe, 
loan), Cameron Borthwick-Jackson 
(Leeds, loan), Timothy Fosu-Mensah 
(Crystal Palace, loan), Matty Willock 
(Utrecht, loan) 

NEWCASTLE 

Ins: Jacob Murphy (Norwich, 

£12m), Florian Lejeune (Eibar, 
£8.7m), Christian Atsu (Chelsea, 
£6.8m), Stefan O’Connor (Arsenal, 
free), Javier Manquillo (Atletico 
Madrid, £4.5m), Mikel Merino 
(Borussia Dortmund, loan), Joselu 
(Stoke, £5m). 

Cont on facing page 


Someone old. 


Simon 

Carter 


HERE the Sports Pink looks at 
the main business Saints’ top 
flight rivals did in the 2017 sum¬ 
mer transfer window. 

ARSENAL 

The Gunners smashed their 
transfer record to recruit France 
striker Alexandre Lacazette for a 
reported £52.7m. They also scored 
a bargain with the free transfer 
arrival of Bosnian left-back Sead 
Kolasinac from Bundesliga side 
Schalke. 

But that was the extent of their 
incomings, at a time when Arsene 
Wenger’s squad required further 
strengthening to become title con¬ 
tenders. 

After all, letting in three goals 
at home to Leicester and then 
crashing 4-0 at Anfield has ex¬ 
posed a soft underbelly so early in 
the new season. 

It is also little secret he did not 
want to sell ex-Saint Alex Oxlade- 
Chamberlain to one of their po¬ 
tential title rivals. 

That they received more in 
transfer fees than they spent has 
been a rare positive, if not delib¬ 
erate. 

Alexis Sanchez was retained 
after they resisted Manchester 
City but he now looks set to leave 
for nothing after they could not 
secure a deal for replacement 
Thomas Lemar. 

It was reported that Wenger 
had bid an astonishing £92m for 
Lemar. 

BOURNEMOUTH 

Striker Jermain Defoe returned 
to the Cherries after 16 years 
away following his free transfer 
from relegated Sunderland, while 
goalkeeper Asmir Begovic and 
defender Nathan Ake both joined 
from champions Chelsea for a 
combined fee of around £30m. 

Reported interest in Leicester 
winger Demerai Gray, a player 
Eddie Howe first tried to sign 
three years ago, came to nothing. 

The Cherries could also have 
done with a defender and a mid¬ 
fielder. 

With captain Simon Francis 
sidelined through injury for the 
last two games, they have looked 
shaky at the back, particularly 
against Watford. 

Howe has also not replaced cen¬ 
tral midfielder Jack Wilshere, 
who was on loan from Arsenal 
last season. 

BRIGHTON 

Albion boss Chris Hughton has 
been busy; breaking the club’s 
transfer record three times to re¬ 


cruit goalkeeper Mathew Ryan, 
midfielder Davy Propper and 
winger Jose Izquierdo. He has 
also brought in Chelsea loanee 
Izzy Brown, Austrian left-back 
Markus Suttner, young defender 
Ales Mateju, and midfielders Pas¬ 
cal Gross, Soufyan Ahannach and 
Mathias Normann. 

The Seagulls have not scored a 
league goal yet and, after seeing a 


move for FC Zurich striker Raph¬ 
ael Dwamena collapse due to a 
failed medical, they needed to add 
a prolific forward to their attack. 

Everton’s Oumar Niasse and 
Cardiff’s Kenneth Zohore were 
reported targets, but the only new 
arrival on deadline day was Sport¬ 
ing Lisbon full-back Ezequiel Sch- 
elotto. 


BURNLEY 

The Clarets broke their trans¬ 
fer record for striker Chris Wood, 
who followed defender Charlie 
Taylor from Leeds. Ex-Saints 
midfielder Jack Cork, forward 
Jon Walters, full-back Phil Bards- 
ley and back-up goalkeeper Adam 
Legzdins have also arrived at 
Turf Moor. 



Jermain Defoe 
returned to the 
Cherries. 
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someone new... 



Sean Dyche was linked with try¬ 
ing to bring in another striker, 
with Ghanaian forward Abdul 
Majeed Waris of French side Lo- 
rient a rumoured target. But, in 
the end, deadline day was quiet at 
the Lancashire club. 

CHELSEA 

The Premier League champions 


may have greater squad depth 
than last season, but whether 
they have improved their overall 
quality is in doubt. 

Alvaro Morata, even at £56m 
from Real Madrid, is no better 
than Diego Costa, likewise Willy 
Caballero with Asmir Begovic, 
and Tiemoue Bakayoko will 
likely require time to prove an 
upgrade on Nemanja Matic, who 


inexplicably was allowed to join 
rivals Manchester United. 

Antonio Rudiger at least gives 
Antonio Conte better options in 
defence, but seems little consola¬ 
tion for a manager who missed 
out on both Ross Barkley and re¬ 
ported transfer target Fernando 
Llorente. 

In addition, numerous young 
players have been allowed to de¬ 


part on loan or permanently. 

Only time will tell whether this 
was a great summer window for 
Conte, or a disastrous one. 

CRYSTAL PALACE 

Boss Frank de Boer swooped on 
deadline day to make Liverpool 
centre half Mamodou Sakho Pal¬ 
ace’s new club record £26m sign¬ 
ing. 

Prior to that, he had recruited 
fellow Dutchman Jaido Riede- 
wald from Ajax and loaned Tim¬ 
othy Fosu-Mensah from Man¬ 
chester United to strengthen his 
defence. 

Midfielder Ruben Loftus-Cheek 
has also arrived on loan from 
Chelsea, but the Eagles are also 
light in attack with a new strik¬ 
er needed to support Christian 
Benteke. 

No new forward arrived, 
though, at a club which is still 
looking for their first league goal 
of the new season. 

EVERTON 

Not only did they receive £75mil- 
lion for Romelu Lukaku, they did 
so early enough in the transfer 
window to sensibly reinvest that 
money and more into their squad. 

In Wayne Rooney they have 
found a suitable replacement, 
and in Jordan Pickford, Michael 
Keane and Gylfi Sigurdsson they 
have strengthened throughout 
Ronald Koeman’s team. 

Ex-Saint Cuco Martina and 
Davy Klaassen also provide fur¬ 
ther options for their Europa 
League campaign. 

Will Koeman rue not adding an 
out-and-out goalscorer with some 
of the money he received for Lu¬ 
kaku? 

HUDDERSFIELD 

The newly-promoted Terriers 
made 13 summer signings, in¬ 
cluding paying club record fees 
for strikers Laurent Depoitre 
and Steve Mounie, from Porto 
and Montpellier respectively, and 
Manchester City midfielder Aar¬ 
on Mooy. Goalkeeper Rob Green 
is the latest recruit. 

Head coach David Wagner had 
said prior to deadline day that he 
was happy with the balance of 
his squad and the competition for 
starting places. As a result, it was 
no surprise no more new faces ar¬ 
rived. 

LEICESTER 

Striker Kelechi Iheanacho 
joined from Manchester City for 
around £25m, while central de¬ 
fender Harry Maguire was one of 
two players to arrive from Hull, 
along with reserve goalkeeper El- 
din Jakupovic. 

Continued on page 8 
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NEWCASTLE 

Outs: Florian Thauvin (Marseille, 
£9.3m), Matz Sels (Anderlecht, 
season loan), Alex Gilliead 
(Bradford, loan), Sammy Ameobi 
(Bolton, free), Yoan Gouffran 
(Goztepe, free), Haris Vuckic (FC 
Twente, free), Adam Armstrong 
(Bolton, loan), Sean Longstaff 
(Blackpool, loan), Daryl Murphy 
(Nottingham Forest, undisclosed), 
Ivan Toney (Wigan, loan), Vurnon 
Anita (Leeds, free), Emmanuel 
Riviere (Metz, undisclosed), Siem de 
Jong (Ajax, undisclosed), Grant 
Hanley (Norwich, undisclosed), Tim 
Krul (Brighton, loan) 

SAINTS 

Ins: Jan Bednarek (Lech Poznan, 
£5m), Mario Lemina (Juventus, 
£15.6m), Wesley Hoedt (Lazio, 

£15m) 

Outs: Jay Rodriguez (West Brom, 
£11.6m), Cuco Martina (Everton, 
free), Harrison Reed (Norwich, loan), 
Jason McCarthy (Barnsley, 
undisclosed), Lloyd Isgrove 
(Barnsley, free), Olufela Olomola 
(Yeovil, loan), Harry Lewis (Dundee 
United, loan), Martin Caceres (Hellas 
Verona, free), Ryan Seager (MK 
Dons, loan), Sam Gallagher 



Mario Lemina 


(Birmingham, loan), Paulo 
Gazzaniga (Tottenham, 
undisclosed), Jordy Clasie (Club 
Brugge, loan) 

STOKE 

Ins: Darren Fletcher (West Brom, 
free), Josh Tymon (Hull, 
undisclosed), Kurt Zouma (Chelsea, 
loan), Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting 
(Schalke, free), Bruno Martins Indi 
(Porto, £7m), Jese Rodriguez (Paris 
St Germain, loan), Kevin Wimmer 
(Tottenham, £18m) 

Outs: Glenn Whelan (Aston Villa, 
£2m), Shay Given (released), Daniel 
Bachmann (Watford, free), Jon 
Walters (Burnley, £1.9m), Marko 
Arnautovic (West Ham, undisclosed), 
Phil Bardsley (Burnley, undisclosed), 
Ryan Sweeney (Bristol Rovers, loan) 
Dominic Telford (Bristol Rovers, 
loan), Marc Muniesa (Girona, loan), 
Joselu (Newcastle, £5m), Philipp 
Wollscheid (Metz, free), Giannelli 
Imbula (Toulouse, loan), Bojan Krkic 
(Alaves, loan) 

SWANSEA 

Ins: Roque Mesa (Las Palmas, 

£11 m), Tammy Abraham (Chelsea, 
loan), Cian Harries (Coventry, 
undisclosed), Erwin Mulder 
(Heerenveen, free), Sam Clucas 
(Hull, £16.5m), Renato Sanches 
(Bayern Munich, loan), Wilfried Bony 
(Manchester City, £12m) 

Cont on page 8 
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Outs: Gylfi Sigurdsson (Everton, 
undisclosed), Jack Cork (Burnley, 
£7.5m), Bafetimbi Gomis 
(Galatasaray, £2m), Gerhard 
Tremmel (retired), Marvin Emnes 
(released), Liam Shephard 
(released), Josh Vickers (Lincoln, 
free), Owain Jones (released), Tom 
Dyson (released), Tom Holland 
(released), Alex Samuel (Stevenage, 
undisclosed), Liam Edwards (Hull, 
free), Daniel James (Shrewsbury, 
loan), Borja Baston (Malaga, loan), 
Jordi Amat (Real Betis, loan), 
Connor Roberts (Middlesbrough, 
loan), Mo Barrow (Reading, 
undisclosed), Franck Tabanou 
(Guingamp, free), Matt Grimes 
(Northampton, loan), Stephen 
Kingsley (Hull, undisclosed), Botti 
Biabi (Hamilton, loan), Fernando 
Llorente (Tottenham, undisclosed), 
ON McBurnie (Barnsley, loan) 

TOTTENHAM 

Ins: Davinson Sanchez (Ajax, 
undisclosed), Paulo Gazzaniga 
(Southampton, undisclosed), Juan 
Foyth (Estudiantes, undisclosed), 
Serge Aurier (Paris St Germain, 
undisclosed), Fernando Llorente 
(Swansea, undisclosed) 


Outs: Kyle Walker (Manchester 
City, £45m), Nabil Bentaleb 
(Schalke, £16m), Clinton Njie 



Paulo Gazzaniga 


(Marseille, £5.95m), Federico Fazio 
(Roma, £2.7m), Connor Ogilvie 
(Gillingham, loan), Luke McGee 
(Portsmouth, undisclosed), Josh 
Onomah (Aston Villa, loan), 
Cameron Carter-Vickers (Sheffield 
United, loan), Kevin Wimmer (Stoke, 
£18m), Will Miller (Burton, 
undisclosed) 

WATFORD 

Ins: Will Hughes (Derby, £7.7m), 
Tom Cleverley (Everton, £7.9m), 
Nathaniel Chalobah (Chelsea, 
£4.85m), Kiko Femenia (Alaves, 
undisclosed), Sam Howes (West 
Ham, undisclosed), Daniel 
Bachmann (Stoke, free), Richarlison 
(Fluminense, £13m), Andre Gray 
(Burnley, £18.5m), Andre Carrillo 
(Benfica, loan), Orestis Karnezis 
(Udinese, loan), Marvin Zeegelaar 
(Sporting Lisbon, undisclosed), 
Molla Wague (Udinese, loan) 

Outs: Mario Suarez (Guizhou 
Hengfeng Zhicheng FC, 
undisclosed), Rene Gilmartin 
(released), Mathias Ranegie 
(released), Dennon Lewis (Crawley, 
loan), Steven Berghuis (Feyenoord, 
undisclosed), Obbi Oulare (Royal 
Antwerp, loan), Valon Behrami 
(Udinese, undisclosed) 

Continued on facing page 
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Experienced Spanish mid¬ 
fielder Vicente Iborra was also 
brought in from Sevilla for just 
under £13m. 

Despite Maguire’s impressive 
early form, Foxes boss Craig 
Shakespeare was keen on adding 
another centre-half to his ranks 
and had offers rejected by West 
Brom for Northern Ireland inter¬ 
national Jonny Evans. 

Then, right at the end of the 
window, they lost Danny Drink- 
water to Chelsea for £35m. 

LIVERPOOL 

The arrivals of Alex Oxlade- 
Chamberlain, Dominic Solanke, 
Mohamed Salah and Andy Rob¬ 
ertson further strengthened Jur¬ 
gen Klopp’s squad. 

But their priority should have 
been a goalkeeper and central de¬ 
fender, and neither arrived. 

That their first-choice target 
was Saints’ Virgil van Dijk was 
understandable, but it makes lit¬ 
tle sense they did not appear to 
have alternatives. 

Keane and Harry Maguire both 
would have been more than suit¬ 
able. 

Egypt winger Salah was the 
first big-money arrival this sum¬ 
mer, costing around £34m from 
Serie A club Roma. 

Then, on deadline day, the Reds 
paid £38m for Oxlade-Chamber- 
lain, a man with nine league goals 
in six full seasons at The Emir¬ 
ates. 

MANCHESTER CITY 

City have spent more than 
£200million in the summer win¬ 
dow Pep Guardiola will hope 
Ederson can be the ball-playing, 
shot-stopping goalkeeper he 
craves while Danilo, Kyle Walker 
and Benjamin Mendy should ad¬ 
dress last season’s full-back de¬ 
ficiencies. Bernardo Silva is an 
exciting young playmaker. 

Despite all those signings, Pep 
Guardiola obviously still wasn’t 
completely satisfied with his de¬ 
fence - hence a failed bid for West 
Brom’s Jonny Evans. 

It hardly seemed necessary 
to add another attacking play¬ 
ers either, but Guardiola was 
keen to bring in Arsenal’s Alexis 
Sanchez. 

That deal, too, failed to happen. 

MANCHESTER UNITED 

There has been little subtlety to 
Jose Mourinho’s recruitment of 
Nemanja Matic, from rivals Chel¬ 
sea, and Romelu Lukaku. 

But United already appear seri¬ 
ous contenders for the title, hav¬ 
ing last season not even finished 
in the top four. 

The return of Zlatan Ibrahi- 
movic further strengthens their 


options, even if it does little to 
encourage the promising Marcus 
Rashford, and once defender Vic¬ 
tor Lindelof has acclimatised to 
English football they may prove 
stronger still. 

United finally look as though 
they have a squad which can chal¬ 
lenge for the title for the first time 
since Sir Alex Ferguson left in 
2013. 

NEWCASTLE 

Rafael Benitez has made no 
secret of his satisfaction at the 
transfer budget he was given, 


meaning Newcastle remain low 
on the quality required to expect 
to finish comfortably above the 
bottom three. 

He is regardless a fine man¬ 
ager, and though the arrivals of 
Joselu and Jacob Murphy repre¬ 
sent risks, they could yet prove 
shrewd. 

In addition, defenders Florian 
Lejeune and Javier Manquillo 
and winger Christian Atsu ar¬ 
rived on permanent deals, along 
with Borussia Dortmund loanee 
Mikel Merino. 

Crystal Palace goalkeeper 


Wayne Hennessey, Chelsea wing¬ 
er Kenedy and Sampdoria’s at¬ 
tacking midfielder Dennis Praet 
were all linked - as was Saints left 
back Matt Targett with regards 
to a loan deal - but none of them 
came off. 

STOKE 

Mark Hughes impressively 
replaced Marko Arnautovic, fol¬ 
lowing his £23million transfer to 
West Ham, with the classy Jese 
Rodriguez on loan from Paris 
Saint-Germain. 

He had also already signed Dar- 



Former Saints 
striker Jay \ 
Rodriguez is ■ 
at West Bronl. 
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ren Fletcher for free when he 
loaned Kurt Zouma and recruited 
Kevin Wimmer from Tottenham 
to strengthen his defence. In Tou¬ 
louse, they also found a new home 
for Giannelli Imbula. 

They look significantly strong¬ 
er overall, though still appear 
in need of another striker given 
Saido Berahino is yet to get off 
the mark. 

SWANSEA 

Boss Paul Clement used his 
Bayern Munich contacts well to 
bring in Portuguese youngster 


Renato Sanches on a season long 
loan. That could prove to be an 
outstanding piece of recruitment. 

The onus was on finding a crea¬ 
tive influence following the club- 
record £45m sale of Gylfi Sigurds- 
son, and in Sanches Clement has 
undoubtedly found one. 

Striker Tammy Abraham has 
joined on a season-long loan and 
the Chelsea teenager has already 
scored a couple of goals in league 
and cup, while Wilfried Bony re¬ 
turned on deadline day two and 
a half years after leaving to join 
Manchester City for £28m. 


A few hours later, the Swans 
lost Fernando Llorente to Totten¬ 
ham but fans will console them¬ 
selves with the arrival of Sanches 
and Bony. 

Elsewhere, Clement spent big. 

Sam Clucas’ move from Hull 
could be potentially worth a club 
record £16.5m with add-ons, and 
Roque Mesa has also bolstered the 
midfield department following an 
£llm switch from Las Palmas. 

TOTTENHAM 

Replacing Kyle Walker with the 
younger, cheaper Serge Aurier 


Spurs’ latest shrewd move. 

Upgrading on Vincent Janssen 
with Fernando Llorente, who 
can provide genuine convincing 
competition and cover for Harry 
Kane, was shrewder still. The 
promising Davinson Sanchez and 
Juan Foyth were also recruited 
to strengthen their options in de¬ 
fence, giving Mauricio Pochettino 
greater chance of competing both 
domestically and in Europe. 

Saints goalkeeper Paulo Gaz- 
zaniga was also signed to pro¬ 
vide back-up for Hugo Lloris and 
Michel Vorm. 

WATFORD 

The Hornets broke their trans¬ 
fer record to prise striker Andre 
Gray from Burnley for £18.5m, 
while Will Hughes, Tom Clever- 
ley and Nathaniel Chalobah have 
added some exciting English tal¬ 
ent to their midfield. 

Spanish right-back Kiko Feme- 
nia and Brazilian winger Richar- 
lison are already impressing fol¬ 
lowing the respective moves from 
Alaves and Fluminense. 

A new left-back to provide com¬ 
petition for Jose Holebas was top 
of Marco Silva’s wish list ahead 
of deadline day, and he duly 
signed Marvin Zeegelaar from 
Sporting Lisbon on a four-year 
contract. 

WEST BROM 

The Baggies have beefed up 
their striking options by bring¬ 
ing in Jay Rodriguez from Saints 
for £11.6m and young Scottish 
forward Oliver Burke from RB 
Leipzig. Former England interna¬ 
tional Gareth Barry adds experi¬ 
ence to central midfield following 
the departure of Darren Fletcher, 
with Egyptian Ahmed Hegazi 
signed to bolster the defence. 

Kieran Gibbs, Oliver Burke 
and Grzegorz Krychowiak were 
further additions, while the Bag¬ 
gies also kept Jonny Evans amid 
interest from Manchester City. 
And who would have thought that 
possible? 

WEST HAM 

Hammers boss Slaven Bilic 
broke the club’s transfer record 
to sign £24m winger Marko Ar- 
nautovic from Stoke and splashed 
£16m on Javier Hernandez. 

Joe Hart and Pablo Zabaleta ar¬ 
rived from Manchester City, and 
teenage Montenegrin midfielder 
Sead Haksabanovic came from 
Halmstad. 

Bilic was still desperate to bring 
in a defensive midfielder, though, 
with Sporting Lisbon’s William 
Carvalho the No 1 target. 

Brentford winger Jota was re¬ 
portedly a target, but on deadline 
day Harry Redknapp swooped to 
make him Birmingham’s record 
signing. 
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WEST BROM 

Ins: Jay Rodriguez (Saints, 
£11.6m), Zhang Yuning 
(Vitesse, undisclosed), 

Ahmed Hegazi (A1 Ahly, 
loan), Gareth Barry (Everton, 
undisclosed), Oliver Burke 
(RB Leipzig, undisclosed), 
Kieran Gibbs (Arsenal, 

£7m), Grzegorz Krychowiak 
(PSG, loan), Kyle Jameson 
(Chelsea, undisclosed) 

Outs: Darren Fletcher 
(Stoke, free), Craig Gardner 
(Birmingham, £1.5m), 
Sebastien Pocognoli 
(Standard Liege, free), 

Zhang Yuning (Werder 
Bremen, loan), Kyle Howkins 
(Cambridge, loan), Shaun 
Donnellan (Walsall, loan), 
Tyler Roberts (Walsall, loan), 
Jonathan Leko (Bristol City, 
loan), Kane Wilson (Exeter, 
loan), Kyle Edwards (Exeter, 
loan), Rekeem Harper 
(Blackburn, loan), Callum 
McManaman (Sunderland, 
undisclosed) 



Jay Rodriguez 


WEST HAM 

Ins: Joe Hart (Manchester 
City, loan), Pablo Zabaleta 
(Manchester City, free), 
Marko Arnautovic 
(Stoke, undisclosed), 

Javier Hernandez (Bayer 
Leverkusen, £16m), Sead 
Haksabanovic (Halmstads 
BK, undisclosed) 

Outs: Havard Nordtveit 
(Hoffenheim, £5.95m), 

Enner Valencia (Tigres, 
undisclosed), Reece Oxford 
(Borussia Monchengladbach, 
loan), Raphael Spiegel 
(Boavista, free), Stephen 
Hendrie (Southend, free), 
Alvaro Arbeloa (retired), 
Sam Howes (Watford, 
undisclosed), George 
Dobson (Sparta Rotterdam, 
undisclosed), Jack Fitzwater 
(Forest Green, loan), Darren 
Randolph (Middlesbrough, 
£5m), Ashley Fletcher 
(Middlesbrough, £6.5m), 

Josh Cullen (Bolton, loan), 
Reece Burke (Bolton, loan), 
Kyle Knoyle (Swindon, 
free), Sofiane Feghouli 
(Galatasaray, £4m), Robert 
Snodgrass (Aston Villa, loan) 
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Top 10 most 
expensive 
new arrivals 


The transfer window closed and 
brought to an end an 
unprecedented period of 
spending in the Premier League 
amounting to £1.4billion. 

These are the 10 most 
expensive moves of the transfer 
window. 

Romelu Lakaku 

Everton to Manchester United, 
£75m - Jose Mourinho needed a 
replacement for Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic and he spent big on 
the Belgium international, making 
him the second most expensive 
player in the club’s history. 

Alvaro Morata 

Real Madrid to Chelsea, £60m - 
Chelsea needed a replacement 
for Diego Costa and after missing 
out on Lukaku, Antonio Conte 
turned to the striker he had on 
loan during his time in charge of 
Juventus. 

A^j^ndre Laca- 

Lyon to Arsenal,£52m - ong-term 
target of Arsene Wenger, the 
Arsenal boss finally got his man 
this summer and broke the club’s 
transfer record to do so. 

Benjamin Mendy 

Monaco to Man City,£52m - one 
of a handful of expensive 
defenders recruited by Pep 
Guardiola this summer but he has 
all the attributes to be a success 
in the Premier League. 

Kyle Walker 

Tottenham to Man, £50m - A 
move met with surprise at the 
time when it made the England 
international the world’s most 
expensive defender but Walker is 
proven in the Premier League and 
Guardiola knows exactly what he 
is getting. 

Naby Keita 

RB Leipzig to Liverpool, £48m - 
Liverpool had been trying to sign 
Keita all summer and he will not 
join them until next summer - an 
indication of just how much 
Jurgen Klopp rates the midfielder. 

Gylfi Sigurdsson 

Swansea to Everton, £45m - One 
of the most drawn out transfers of 
the summer but Everton finally 
got their man in August. 

Bernardo Silva 

Monaco to Man City, £43million 
- Another of Monaco’s talented 
title-winning team to end up at the 
Etihad, the Portugal midfielder 
caught Guardiola’s eye when he 
played against City in the 
Champions League. 

Nemanja Matic 

Chelsea to Man United, £40m - 
Eyebrows were raised when 
Antonio Conte allowed the Serb 
to leave for Old Trafford and his 
impressive start to the season in 
red has only served to underline 
the surprise at the move. 

Tiemoue Bakayoko 

Monaco to Chelsea, £40m - A 
third big-money import from 
Monaco, this time to Chelsea, 
with Conte signing the midfielder 
as a replacement for Matic. 
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Spitfires share the 
points yet again 




Ebbsfleet 2 Eastleigh 2 

EASTLEIGH battled out their 
third straight Vanarama National 
League draw away at Ebbsfleet 
United this afternoon. 

Having taken a 20th-minute 
lead through James Constable, 
Richard Hill’s team had to come 
back from behind after Jack Pow¬ 
ell and Danny Kedwell had nosed 
Fleet in front. 

The Spitfires’ equaliser came 
with ten minutes to go when Reda 
Johnson’s shot deflected in off 
sub Craig McAllister for 2-2. 

But for a great save by Fleet’s 
former Gosport goalkeeper Na¬ 
than Ashmore, Eastleigh would 
have been in front before Consta¬ 
ble volleyed the loose ball home 
from Mark Yeates’ free-kick. 

The Spitfires had a lucky es¬ 
cape when Kedwell headed wide, 
but were left feeling doubly hard 
done by as Fleet hit back to level 
at half-time. 

Still smarting after a second 
Constable ‘goal’ had been disal¬ 
lowed, they had a contentious foul 
awarded against Danny Hollands 
in stoppage time. 

Fleet’s set-piece specialist Jack 
Powell took full advantage, lifting 
the free-kick over the wall and in 
off the underside of the bar. 

Ashmore frustrated the visitors 
again with a great double save 
from Yeates and Constable early 
in the second half before Ebb- 
sfleet’s Darren McQueen had a 
‘goal’ snuffed out for offside. 

On 68 minutes Eastleigh fatally 
switched off in defence, Bagasan 
Graham played the ball behind 
and Kedwell duly put Fleet 2-1 up. 

But the Spitfires, who handed a 
debut to impressive young Jersey 
captain Cavaghn Miley, refused 
to give up and on 80 minutes sub 
McAllister diverted Johnson’s 
driven cross past Ashmore for 2-2. 

It was unbeaten Ebbsfleet’s 
seventh draw out of eight league 
games since promotion to the 
Vanarama National League. 

• AFC Totton bowed out of the 
FA Cup 2-1 at Frome Town - sunk 
by a winner from former Stags fa¬ 
vourite Jon Davies. 

Curtis Young’s far-post fin¬ 
ish had put the visitors in front, 
but Darren Jefferies levelled for 
Frome before Davies had the last 
word. 

• Winchester City also bowed 
out 1-0 at Paulton Rovers, beaten 


AFC Totton's Curtis Young. 

by a late first-half header from a 
corner, but it was good news for 
Steve Claridge’s Salisbury who 


triumphed 3-2 at higher league 
Farnborough. 

New signing Flavio Tavares 


settled a see-saw tie with an 81st- 
minute screamer. Having taken 
the lead through Lewis Benson, 
Salisbury had gone 2-1 down be¬ 
fore levelling through Rhys Bag- 
gridge. 

• Ian Saunders’ AFC Portch- 
ester are the pride of the Syden- 
hams Wessex League after a Rob 
Evans goal humbled Southern 
Premier outfit Dorchester 1-0. 

• Hamworthy United were 
steamrollered 5-1 by Danny Rob¬ 
inson’s Thatcham, Horndean 
exited 2-0 to Bodmin and Glenn 
Burnett’s Andover Town were 
overhauled 2-1 by Cadbury Heath 
having led by a tenth-minute Con¬ 
nor Cocklin goal. 

• Basingstoke Town are head¬ 
ing for a Tuesday night replay 
at Hartley Wintney. Town led 2-0 
through Ben Wright and Mar¬ 
cus Johnson-Schuster but were 
pegged back to 2-2. 

Gosport Borough are still in the 
Cup after Chinedu Vine’s goal 
saw off Bridgwater Town 1-0. 
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SolutionsDental 


CLINIC 



Greater 

chewing 

capability 


Improved Improved Greater 

aesthetics speech comfort 


The Top 5 reasons why people choose Same Day 
Teeth from Solutions Dental Clinic 


1 . 


2 . 


3. 


4. 


5 . 


FAST! Get a full arch of natural-looking teeth plus 
dental implants fitted in just one day. 
COMFORTABLE! Because Same Day Teeth are fixed 
in place, they don't shift about while you're eating 
or talking. 

NATURAL-LOOKING! Your new teeth will look very 
lifelike, and support your lips and cheeks to help 
your face look more youthful. 

ENJOYABLE! You can choose the foods you may 
have been avoiding - bite and chew naturally 
EXPERT! The Solutions Dental Clinic team are highly 
experienced in the Same Day Teeth techniques, and 
we'll design a treatment plan that's tailored to your 
needs, including sedation dentistry if you wish. 


resorption 


Sedation dentistry 

Many patients are nervous or even phobic about going 
to the dentist. Solutions Dental Clinic has a different 
attitude and we aim to put you completely at your 
ease. We also offer sedation dentistry which provides a 
variety of sedation and anaesthesia options to ensure 
you can be completely relaxed. 

0% finance 

Solutions Dental Clinic can help you spread the cost of 
your investment in your new smile, 
thanks to our partnership with Finance 4 Patients, the 
experienced dental finance company 
(subject to status). 


SAME DAY TEETH 

Licensed Centre 


Why not join us on one of our discovery days? (By appointment only) 

Thursday 14th September. Consultations are FREE! 


Lee Butler, 

Clinical Dental Technician 
GDC No. 108662 

Eduard Gazdov, 

Dentist GDC No. 210576 


www.solutionsdentalclinic.co.uk 

Call: 01962 864 655 


Solutions Dental Clinic 

23 Stockbridge Road, 
Winchester SQ22 6RN 
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Pennery takes the step up in his stride 


NEW Dorchester Town 
signing Tom Bearwish 
feels his move to the 
Avenue Stadium will help 
him develop as a player. 

The former Portland 
United hitman has signed 
dual-registration forms, 
allowing him to play for 
the Magpies while at 
parent club Eastleigh. 

After a protracted deal 
was finally formalised, 
teenage Spitfires striker 
Bearwish said he was 
looking to “play week in, 
week out.” 

“I’m excited about it,” 
he smiled. “It’s taken a 
long time, but I want to 
play football - obviously I 
missed the first two league 
games. 

“I want to get minutes 
and get back to match 
fitness and play week in, 
week out and try and get 
into the squad and try and 
score goals. 

“Hopefully I get a good 
run out in the team and 
score some more goals.” 

Dorchester, though, 
endured a torrid bank 
holiday weekend. 



Tom Bearwish left. 


Having been trounced 
4-0 at Redditch United 
on Saturday, they lost 
the Dorset derby 3-0 to 
Weymouth at the Avenue 
Stadium, leaving them 
20th in the Evo-Stik South 
Premier with four defeats 
from five games. 

It led to manager 
Craig Laird announcing 
his resignation with 
immediate effect the 
following day. 

Speaking after the 
Weymouth game, 
former Weston-super- 
Mare boss Laird said: 

“I am devastated by our 
performances and the 
performances of some 
individuals. But, the buck 
stops with me, I have to 
look at myself. 

“Am I picking the right 
players and giving them 
the opportunity? 

“There has to be choices 
made. Either I go, and 
that’s up to the board, or 
some of the players will 
have to go and make room 
for players to come in.” 

Laird’s assistant- 
manager Trevor Senior 
and first-team coach 
Stuart Heath have taken 
temporary charge of the 
Magpies team. 


RYAN Pennery has taken the step into 
Southern League football confidently in his 
stride. 

The teenage marksman excelled with 
48 goals from 46 appearances for Baffins 
Milton Rovers last term, leaving him way 
out in front of the Sydenhams One scoring 
chart. 

Now, having helped fire Baffins into the 
Wessex Premier ranks, the sharp-shooting 
18-year-old is giving Southern League defend¬ 
ers the runaround in Moneyfields’ debut Evo- 
Stik South East season. 


Pennery netted twice last Saturday as Dave 
Carter’s Money men saw off Marlow 3-1 at 
Dover Road to go third in the table. 

And he was at it again on Monday, opening 
the scoring in a 4-1 win at Fleet Town as the 
Portsmouth outfit surged up to second with 
three wins and a draw from their opening 
four games. 

Pennery, who came up through the Money- 
fields’ youth set-up, is on a dual signing from 
Baffins. 

He took just over 12 minutes to net his 
double against Marlow, first firing in on the 


turn from Marley Ridge’s assist and then 
polishing off good work by Ridge and Lewis 
Fennemore. 

And Pennery was at it again on Monday, 
quickly cancelling out Fleet’s opener by 
pouncing after James Ford’s effort had been 
parried by the ’keeper. 

“Considering Ryan has stepped up two divi¬ 
sions from last season, he is doing well,” said 
Moneys’ boss Carter. 

“That makes it five goals in as many games. 

“He works hard and his finishing around 
the six-yard box is lethal.” 


Spitfires see next stage 
of their ground revamp 


Wendy 

Gee 



THE latest phase of Eastleigh’s 
ambitious ground-improvement 
programme is well under way. 

A new stand, stood snugly 
alongside the Silverlake Stadi¬ 
um’s main blue stand, is rapidly 
taking shape. 

Comprising seats and six rows 
of terracing, the new structure 
is being built to accommodate ap¬ 
proximately 800 fans. 

“It will be a good addition to 
the facilities and will add much- 
needed seats for disabled view¬ 
ing along the side of the pitch,” 
explained Stewart Donald, chair¬ 
man of the Vanarama National 
League outfit. 

“It should also enable us to 
have an area solely dedicated to 
families and, hopefully, this will 
enhance the attendances slight¬ 
ly and give those that wish it a 
slightly different environment to 
watch the matches in. 

“The stand is taking shape and 
should be completed soon.” 

Never one to hang around, 
Donald is already planning well 
beyond the opening of the new 
stand. 

In fact his grand vision is to pro¬ 
vide the Spitfires with one of the 
best facilities outside the Champi¬ 
onship. 

“We have now advanced to the 
next stage of ground development 
and are consulting with planners 
and architects to draw up detailed 
plans for our vision of the club 
over the next five to ten years,” he 
reported. 

“This will be a process that 
takes a few months, but we will be 
looking to apply for access to the 
main road, improve the terracing 
and the clubhouse end and link up 
the West (main blue) Stand with 
the Mackoy Stand, which will 



Eastleigh's new stand under construction. Below, Stewart Donald. 



also see a redevelopment, whilst 
extending the West Stand to link 
in to the recently constructed new 
facility, ensuring that this half of 
the ground is wrapped around the 
pitch. 


“We will also see if the council 
share our appetite and desire to 
develop the East Stand (opposite 
the main blue stand) into a much 
larger project with a number of 
facilities and uses whilst redevel¬ 
oping the clubhouse. 

“These developments will take 
some time to complete, but we 
tend to move relatively quickly 
if the council are happy, so I am 
sure we could see some of these 
things in place for the start of 
next season if everyone is willing. 

“I feel we will then have devel¬ 
oped the ground to such an extent 
that we will have one of the best 
facilities outside of the Cham¬ 
pionship and a natural place for 
our local community to visit for a 
whole host of reasons. 

“We should be able to become 
a football club of which the com¬ 
munity is rightly proud and for 


all the right reasons.” 

• EASTLEIGH have another 
free-entry taster game in the off¬ 
ing to help attract new fans to the 
Vanarama National League club. 

They will be throwing their 
Stoneham Lane gates open FREE 
of charge for the visit of Solihull 
Moors on Tuesday, October 24. 

Prior to that season-ticket hold¬ 
ers can use voucher A in their 
booklets at the Chester game 
(September 30) to bring a friend 
along free of charge. 

“This is a fantastic way to help 
grow the Eastleigh family,” said 
chairman Stewart Donald. 

“If we get an extra 1,000 fans 
along and five or ten per cent of 
them get hooked or come back, it 
will be fantastic. 

“Hopefully both these games 
will be well attended and then it’s 
over to the team to deliver!” 
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Ex-White Rob drops back into norvleague 



Rob Sinclair (right) playing for Salisbury. 


FORMER Salisbury 
City star Rob Sinclair has 
dropped back into non- 
League football with Oxford 
City 

The combative midfielder 
has left League Two new 
boys Forest Green Rovers 
by mutual consent. 

Sinclair’s playing days 
began at Luton Town who 
sent him out on loan to 
Salisbury before he joined 
the Whites on a permanent 
basis. 

His impressive form 
for the cathedral city 
club earned him a move 
into the Football League 


with Stevenage where he 
spent three seasons before 
rejoining Salisbury for 
their final season before 
the club was forced into 
liquidation. 

He went on to make over 
100 appearances for Forest 
Green but, having played a 
crucial role in helping the 
Nailsworth club to the 2016 
National League promotion 
final against Grimsby 
Town, injury ruled him out 
of the showpiece event. 

The pony-tailed 
midfielder had not featured 
in manager Mark Coooper’s 
side this season and was 


not given a squad number. 
He had been restricted 
to training with Scott 
Bartlett’s youth team. 

Oxford City fought 
off competition from 
Vanarama National League 
Premier sides Wrexham 
and Barrow for Sinclair, 
who has signed a two-year 
contract for the VNL South 
outfit. 

“Rob’s just about to turn 
28, so he’s at the peak of his 
career,” said City boss Mark 
Jones. “There were a lot of 
big clubs in for him, so I’m 
very pleased he has come 
to us.” 


Whites' Baggridge 
handling boost 


Wendy 

Gee 


SALISBURY have bolstered their 
injury-ravaged squad with the 
signing of Rhys Baggridge. 

The 24-year-old Welshman has 
joined the Whites on a dual regis¬ 
tration with Vanarama National 
League South side Chippenham 
Town. 

Former Yeovil Town Baggridge 
was previously at the Raymond 
McEnhill Stadium with the old 
Salisbury City club and has also 
had spells with Poole Town, Wey¬ 
mouth, Frome and Merthyr. 

He can play in defence or as a 
holding midfielder, making him 
a handy addition for Salisbury 
whose players have been drop¬ 
ping like flies at the start of the 
Evo-Stik South West campaign. 

Boss Steve Claridge said: “Rhys 
will bring something different to 
us. 

“Chippenham have said he 
needs games and it is an arrange¬ 
ment that suits all parties. 

“We do need some bodies in, 
what with the injuries we’ve had.” 

Prior to having his signing con¬ 
firmed, Baggridge played and 
scored in a 3-0 development squad 
win over AFC Portchester at the 
Ray Mac. 

That match also marked a wel¬ 
come return to starting action for 
ex-Sholing and Follands defender 
Calum Brockway, a long-term ab¬ 
sentee with a shoulder injury. 

Eddie Perrett (ankle), Sam Rob¬ 
erts (hamstring) Brandon Mun- 


day (Achilles tendon) and Chris 
Shephard (calf) have all been 
on Salisbury’s list of walking 
wounded and Claridge himself 
sustained two cracked ribs early 
in their FA Cup win over Fare- 
ham Town. 

Salisbury suffered yet another 
blow on Monday when skipper 
Kane O’Keefe bowed out with a 
groin problem just three minutes 
into the 2-0 home win over AFC 
Totton. 

O’Keefe’s misfortune opened 
the door for summer signing Stu¬ 
art Green from Winchester City 
to show what he could do. 

Green duly obliged by setting 
up Whites’ 30th-minute opener, 
collecting Lewis Benson’s pass 
and bursting to the byline before 
squaring for Marvin Brooks to 
fire in off the post. 

After Craig Feeney had hit the 
woodwork for Totton, Brooks fin¬ 
ished off the job from the penalty 
spot. 

Totton defender Callum Chugg 
pulled Brooks at the expense of 
a red card and the former Poole 
Town striker duly made it 2-0. 

Claridge, whose side had lost 2-1 
at North Leigh on Saturday, said: 
“That was better today, but once 
more we’ve been hit by another 
injury. It’s unbelievable. 

“I would dearly love to be able 
to pick a side knowing that those 
picked were fully fit, not just still 
getting fit. 

“Brooks is still seeking full fit¬ 
ness and new signing Rhys Bag¬ 
gridge has some work to do in that 
department, as just two examples. 
We definitely need a couple of 
players soon.” 




Rhys Baggridge has joined Salisbury. 


NON LEAGUE FIXTURES 

Sunday, September 3 
FA CUP 

First qualifying round: Romulus v 
Kettering Town (2.00), Romford v AFC 
Hornchurch, Baldockv Thame Utd, Lit- 
tlehampton Town v Chipstead. 

Tuesday, September 5 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Solihull Moors v Chester. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Bath City v Oxford City, Bognor Regis v 
Hungerford, Braintree v Welling, Chip¬ 
penham v Gloucester, Eastbourne Bor¬ 
ough v Concord, Hampton & Richmond 
v Chelmsford, Havant & Waterlooville v 
Truro, Poole Town v Hemel Hempstead, 
Weston-super-Mare v Wealdstone, 
Whitehawkv Dartford. 

HAMPSHIRE FA SENIOR CUP 
First round: Lymington Town v Horn- 
dean. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Newport IWv AFC 
Portchester. 

Division One: Verwood v AFC Stoneham. 

SOUTHAMPTON SENIOR CUP 

First round: Sholing Res v Hythe & 
Dibden. 

Wednesday, September 6 
HAMPSHIRE FA SENIOR CUP 

First round: Alresford Town v Andover 
Town. 

SOUTHAMPTON SENIOR CUP 

First round: Folland Sports v Totton & 
Eling. 

NEW FOREST CARE HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Locks Heath v Hayling 
Utd (7.30), Overton v Colden Common 
(7.30). 

Saturday, September 9 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 

AFC Fylde v Bromley, Aldershot v Dover, 
Boreham Wood v Leyton Orient, Chester 
v Ebbsfleet, FC Halifax v Maidenhead, 
Guiseley v Eastleigh, Hartlepool v Dagen¬ 
ham & Redbridge, Maidstone v Woking, 
Solihull Moors v Macclesfield, Sutton 
v Gateshead, Torquay v Wrexham, 
Tranmere v Barrow. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Chelmsford v Weston-super-Mare, 
Concord v Bath City, Dartford v 
Chippenham, Gloucester v Havant & 
Waterlooville, Hemel Hempstead v 
Braintree, Hungerford v Hampton & 
Richmond, Oxford City v East Thurrock, 

St Albans v Eastbourne Borough, Truro v 
Whitehawk, Wealdstone v Bognor Regis, 
Welling v Poole Town. 

EVO-STIK SOUTH 

Premier: Banbury v Frome, Basingstoke v 
St Ives, Biggleswade v Gosport Borough, 
King's Lynn v Stratford, Kings Langley v 
Farnborough, Merthyr Town v Bishop's 
Stortford, Redditch v Chesham, Royston 
v Hereford, Slough v Dunstable, St 
Neots v Dorchester, Tiverton v Hitchin, 
Weymouth v Kettering. 

West: AFC Totton v Yate, Bideford v Eve¬ 
sham, Cinderford v Didcot, Cirencester 
v Winchester City, Kidlington v Taunton, 
Larkhall v Slimbridge, Mangotsfield v 
Swindon Supermarine, North Leigh v 
Barnstaple, Paulton Rovers v Bishops 
Cleeve, Shortwood v Salisbury, Wim- 
borne v Bristol Manor Farm. 

FA VASE 

First qualifying round: AFC Aldermas- 
ton v Romsey Town, Amesbury Town 
v New Milton, Cowes Sports v Baffins 
Milton Rovers, East Cowes Vies v Caine 
Town, Guildford City v Lymington Town, 
Hamble Club v Bemerton HH, Hamwor¬ 
thy Utd v AFC Stoneham, Horndean v 
Andover Town, Hythe & Dibden v Bag- 
shot, Laverstock & Ford v Fawley AFC, 
Newport IW v Fleet Spurs, Petersfield 
Town v Corsham Town, Shaftesbury v 
Brockenhurst, Tadley Calleva v Andover 
New Street, US Portsmouth v Verwood, 
Warminster Town v Folland Sports. 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Bashley v Portland, 
Fareham v Bournemouth Poppies, 
Sholing v Alresford Town, Team Solent v 
Blackfield & Langley. 

Division One: Christchurch v Totton 
& Eling, Downton v Weymouth Res, 
Whitchurch v Alton. 

NEW FOREST CARE HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 

NFC Hampshire League Cup, first round: 
Colden Common v Stockbridge, Fleet- 
lands v Hayling Utd, Four Marks v Bush 
Hill, Locks Heath v Infinity, Michelmersh 
& Timsbury v Liss Athletic, Netley Central 
v Winchester Castle, Paulsgrove v Clan- 
field, Upham v Lyndhurst; second round: 
Hedge End Rangers v South Wonston 
Swifts, QK Southampton v Headley Utd. 
Premier Division: Overton v Sway. 
Combination: Bush Hill v Michelmersh & 
Timsbury, Clanfield v Fleetlands, Hayling 
Utd v QK Southampton, Headley Utd 
v Paulsgrove, Liphook Utd v Overton, 
Winchester Castle v Hedge End Rangers. 
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Caretake 
role for 
ex-Saint 

EX-SAINTS and Eastleigh 
defender Dan Harding has 
stepped into the managerial hot 
seat at struggling East Sussex 
club Whitehawk. 

The 33-year-old left-back has 
been placed in caretaker charge 
of the Vanarama National League 
South outfit following Jimmy 
Dack’s decision to stand down. 

Dack, who took over in the 
summer, stepped aside in the 
wake of Monday’s 4-0 defeat at 
Havant & Waterlooville. 

He had been looking to build a 
team on a limited budget and had 
the backing of the club’s fans. 

Harding will take control of first- 
team affairs while the Hawks look 
for a replacement. 

Harding, who had been helping 
Dack on the coaching side as well 
as playing, first joined Whitehawk 
in September 2016, linking up 
again with his old Eastleigh boss 
Richard Hill. 

A Whitehawk statement said: 
“The club would like to thank 
Jimmy for his efforts and wish him 
the best of luck in the future. 



Dan Harding. 


“Dan Harding steps up as 
Whitehawk’s new caretaker 
manager following the 
resignation of Jimmy Dack.” 

A former England under-21 
player, Gloucester-born Harding 
began his career at Brighton & 
Hove Albion and went on to play 
for Leeds, Ipswich, Southend, 
Reading, Southampton (making 
110 appearances from 2009-12), 
Nottingham Forest and Millwall. 

He returned to the south coast 
to sign for National League outfit 
Eastleigh in the summer of 2015, 
signing a two-year deal. 

But he was placed on the 
transfer list by Hill’s Silverlake 
Stadium successor Chris Todd at 
the end of his first season as a 
Spitfire and on August 2 last year 
it was announced he had been 
released by the Stoneham Lane 
club. He had made 33 Eastleigh 
appearances, helping them to the 
FA Cup third round. 

Harding becomes the third 
ex-Eastleigh man to take charge 
of Whitehawk, following in the 
footsteps of Hill and defender 
Paul Reid, who are now both back 
with the Spitfires. 

He faces a tough task with the 
Hawks propping up the VNL South 
with just one point prior to this 
weekend’s clash against Poole 
Town at The Enclosed Ground. 


Holmes - Magpies deserved draw at least 



Matty Holmes (Picture: WTFC). 


WIMBORNE Town boss Matty 
Holmes felt his side at least de¬ 
served a point from bank holi¬ 
day Monday’s 1-0 loss at Win¬ 
chester City 

The Magpies were condemned 
to their second defeat of the 
Evo-Stik South West campaign 
when Jamie Barron’s cross was 
headed home by defender Josh 
Harfield to secure the Citizens 
the three points. 

But Holmes, who was forced 
to replace star striker Toby 
Holmes at half-time because of 
injury, praised his players’ en¬ 
deavour. 


“I am absolutely delighted 
with the effort,” he said. “Some 
of the approach play was excel¬ 
lent, it was just the final killer 
ball we struggled with a little 
bit. 

“We started creating chances 
in the second half, so there 
were lots of positives. 

“It should have been a mini¬ 
mum of a draw They were on 
the back foot in the second half, 
just clearing balls and time- 
wasting a little bit. 

“They were being very pro¬ 
fessional about it in slowing 
the game down. 


“We kept having a go and 
that’s all you can ask as a man¬ 
ager.” 

It had been a different story 
for Wimborne on Saturday as 
they saw off Yate Town 4-2 in 
a high-scoring contest at Cuth- 
bury, taking their goal tally to 
nine in their opening three 
Evo-Stik South West games. 

Jack Lovell, Holmes and Ben 
Mogg got the Magpies’ goals 
with Yate scoring twice late on 
after Wimborne midfielder Lee 
Francis had been shown a sec¬ 
ond yellow card. 


Scrappy match 
but a win's a win 



Wendy 

Gee 

WINCHESTER City’s 1-0 bank 
holiday Monday win over Wim¬ 
borne Town was not one for the 
footballing purists. 

With both sides having played 
on the Saturday and the sun beat¬ 
ing down on the Simplyhealth 
City Ground, it was, by City boss 
Craig Davis’s own admission, “a 
fairly scrappy game for the most 
part”. 

But that didn’t bother Davis one 
jot as he bathed in the glow of a 
sparkling, six-point weekend, tak¬ 
ing the Citizens up to fourth in 
the Evo-Stik South West. 

City welcomed Simba Mlambo 
back to the squad after work com¬ 
mitments had kept him out of 
Saturday’s 2-1 win at Larkhall 
Athletic. 

But despite the tight turna¬ 
round of games, Davis opted to 
keep faith with the same starting 
line-up. 

“They earned the right to start 
in my opinion,” said the boss. “I 
knew, though, that tired legs after 
a long journey and the game on 
Saturday would be a factor. 

“I thought it was a fairly scrap¬ 
py game for the most part. Abso¬ 
lutely boiling hot weather rarely 
makes for a spectacle. 

“But I thought we looked the 
better side throughout the first 
half despite not really getting 
into our rhythm fully” 

Winchester went in front on the 
half-hour - and deservedly so in 
Davis’s opinion - when Josh Har¬ 
field headed in Jamie Barron’s 
cross. 

As the second half progressed 
and Wimborne began to throw 
men forward, Davis made three 


Winchester's Jamie Barron. 

tactical changes to try and con¬ 
tain the Magpies and, when they 
couldn’t, goalkeeper Ryan Pryce 


weighed in with an important 
save. 

“In many ways, a scrappy 1-0 


is the best way to win,” Davis re¬ 
flected. “It shows good character 
and spirit to dig it out. 

“I have to say these lads are a 
great bunch. 

“The amount of effort going in 
to get things right from the play¬ 
ers and staff is huge. 

“We are not anywhere near 
where I want us to be or where I 
think this group can go. However, 
I couldn’t ask for more in terms 
of effort. 

“We are going to keep striving 
to improve in every way.” 

City’s director of football 
Dave Malone reserved words of 
praise for City’s new goalkeeper 
Ryan Pryce, one of several play¬ 
ers to have followed Davis down 
from Fleet Town over the sum¬ 
mer. 

“Prycey, in my opinion, is 
as good as any keeper in this 
league,” he said. “He did not have 
much to do, but made a very im¬ 
portant save at the end of the 
game. 

“Neither side played well, with 
the ball being given away on a reg¬ 
ular basis. That said, we certainly 
looked the more likely side to win. 

“On we go - and nine points 
from our first four league games 
is an excellent start. 

“However, that is all it is, a start. 
We need to carry that on for a lot 
longer yet if we are to be serious 
challengers at the top end of the 
table. Why not?” 

Winchester’s task at Larkhall 
was made easier by the dismissal 
of Larks winger Cory Simpson 
for a second yellow on the stroke 
of half-time. 

Rob Carr headed the Citizens in 
front and, though the Larks hit 
back through sub Dan Restorick, 
Pat Cox popped up with Winches¬ 
ter’s 78th-minute winner from 
Dan Williamson’s cross. 
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Tavares impresses as work calls for Francis 



Mark Francis. 


FLAVIO Tavares was handed a 
chance to impress Salisbury boss 
Steve Claridge - and he grabbed 
it with both hands. 

The wide man this week agreed 
a deal with the Whites after an 
impressing off the bench in 
Monday’s 2-0 Evo-Stik South West 
win over AFC Totton. 

Tavares, a 22-year-old former 
Tonbridge Angels and Hayes & 
Yeading winger, will be dual- 
registered with Sydenhams One 


neighbours Downton, but Steve 
Claridge’s Salisbury will have 
first call on his services. 

“He’s got things to learn, but 
his attitude is fantastic,” said 
Claridge. “He just wants to play 
and has a refreshing approach to 
the game. 

“There were other clubs 
interested in him and we had to 
make a decision, so I gave him 
his chance against Totton and 
he took it. He’ll bring something 


different to the squad.” 

Tavares’s arrival is offset by 
the departure of summer strike 
signing Mark Francis. 

The ex-Swindon Town 
man, signed from Wantage 
Town in June, has new work 
arrangements, leaving him 
“unable to commit more fully to 
training and to the club”. 

Claridge explained: “Mark’s 
asked to be released and we have 
mutually agreed it. 


Dolphins struggle 
to keep afloat 


County Rich 
pickings 

RICH Bessey and Dean 
Inman have taken joint 
charge of the Hampshire 
Premier League 
representative team. 

Their first match will 
be an FA Inter-League 
Cup tie against the 
Cambridgeshire County 
League (venue to be 
decided) on Saturday, 
September 30. 

Former Liss Athletic 
boss Bessey explained: 
“Myself and former 
Hay ling manager Dean 
Inman are now the 
joint managers of the 
Hampshire League rep 
side. 

“We are taking the role 
very seriously and are 
looking at watching games 
and players in creating a 
shortlist. 

“We already have a 
few players in mind and 
are asking for the clubs’ 
support and backing. 


Wendy 

n 

Gee 

■ 



Tom Killick 


TOM Killick is facing a double 
headache with his Poole Town 
side struggling to make an impact 
at both ends of the pitch. 

After the high of finishing fifth 
in their maiden Vanarama Na¬ 
tional League South voyage, the 
Dolphins are finding the waters 
far choppier this time round. 

They lost twice last weekend - 
1-0 away at Bath City and 2-1 at 
home to Hungerford Town - leav¬ 
ing them 15th in the table with 
seven points from their opening 
seven games. 

Poole saw a lot of the ball 
against a direct Hungerford out¬ 
fit, but looked ineffective in both 
penalty areas. 

A Will Spetch goal early in the 
second half put them back in 
the contest, cancelling out Luke 
Hopper’s early strike, but Louie 
Soares sealed their fate against 
the run of play. 

“We are not looking good in ei¬ 
ther box at the moment - and that 
is the worst type of problem,” Kil¬ 
lick confessed. 

“We have always based our¬ 
selves on being strong defensively 
and also being a threat offensive¬ 
ly. At the moment we are not do¬ 
ing well at either end. 

“I thought they looked dead on 
their feet when we equalised. I 
was very confident we would go 
on and win the game then. 

“But we conceded a really soft 
goal, which used to be unlike us.” 

Killick looked to the bench at 
the interval and sent on young 
Ollie Balmer in place of ex-East¬ 
leigh striker Tony Lee. 

Balmer, a shining light for the 
under-18s last term, was the pick 
of the Poole bunch going forward 


- and that in itself was a source of 
concern for Killick. 

“It was a bit worrying that our 
best attacking player was Ollie 
Balmer,” he said. “He is making 
his way in the game. He is some¬ 
one we think has an awful lot of 
potential. 


“While I am really pleased 
for him, and it gives me food for 
thought, it’s also a concern that 
he was so much more effective 
than a lot of other players.” 

With their former manager 
Bobby Wilkinson having joined 
Wealdstone, Hungerford were 


under the caretaker charge of ex- 
Eastleigh midfielder Ian Herring 
and Jon Boardman as they re¬ 
corded their first win over Poole 
in more than five years. 

“It’s been a tough week, but eve¬ 
ryone out there was outstanding,” 
smiled Herring. 


i 



The Inter-League Cup 


“We ask if clubs would 
kindly advise their players 
that this competition is 
on and has around four 
rounds with the finalists 
representing England 
at our level in the UEFA 
Regions Cup. 

“This is a great chance to 
show the strength of our 
league.” 

Clubs are asked to let 
Bessey and Inman know if 
they have any players they 
would like to be considered 
for selection. 

Any club that loses two 
or more players to the rep 
squad will be allowed to 
postpone their fixture that 
day. 

Contact Richard. 
bessey@carcalluk.com or 
deaninman@hotmail.co.uk 

The Inter-League 
Cup takes place every 
two years and a total 
of 32 representative 
leagues have entered the 
competition this season. 

Current holders, the 
West Yorkshire League, 
have been drawn against 
the Liverpool County 
Premier League as they bid 
to defend the title. 
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Sway thank sponsors for helping them progress 



From left - Ashley Booker (club vice-captain), Ben Johnson (assistant 
manager/coach), Stuart Doling (manager), Matthew Dunford 
(manager), Andrew Blackwell (chairman), Sean Willson (Everton 
Hyundai Garage), Dave Gray (assistant manager/coach), Darren Ritchie 
(club captain). 


SWAY chairman Andrew 
Blackwell has credited 
sponsors Everton Hyundai 
Garage with helping them 
to climb the non-League 
pyramid. 

Sway are enjoying their 
first season in the New Forest 
Care Hampshire Premier 
League top flight having been 
promoted as Division One 
runners-up. 

They are being helped on 
their way by a major kit 
sponsorship deal with Everton 
Hyundai Garage who have 


given the Jubilee Field outfit 
invaluable support over the 
last ten years. 

Blackwell said: “The 
sponsorship for this year 
alone has provided the club 
with a new first-team strip 
and tracksuits for all club 
players. 

“We are incredibly grateful 
and appreciative to Sean 
and John Willson for their 
continued support at Everton 
Hyundai Garage over the 
past decade. It has had a 
major impact on enabling 


the club to progress from the 
Bournemouth League to our 
current Hampshire Premier 
League status.” 

Sway made up for the 
disappointment of last 
Saturday’s 3-1 defeat to Locks 
Heath by hammering Hedge 
End Rangers 6-0 on bank 
holiday Monday. 

Former Lymington Town 
stalwart Darren Ritchie, the 
club captain, led the way with 
a hat-trick, supported by two 
from Tom Munday and an own 
goal. 


Not ideal for 
Holmes 


Home humiliation 
for sorry Gosport 


Wendy 


Gee 

L i 


Humbling 


BOSS Matty Holmes 
was hopeful of having 
Wimborne Town striker 
Toby Holmes fit and 
firing this weekend. 

The former Parley 
Sports and Dorchester 
Town ace was forced 
off during Magpies’ 1-0 
defeat at Winchester 
City on Monday. 

He was replaced 
at half-time after 
sustaining a bruised foot 
as the Cuthbury side 
suffered their second 
Southern League West 
defeat of the season. 

Striker Holmes has 
already scored three 
times in the league this 
campaign, as well as 
netting a hat-trick in an 
FA Cup tie at Andover 
Town. 

The frontman 
plundered 31 league 
goals last season and 
manager Holmes was 
hoping to have him back 
in time for the home 
game against Larkhall 
Athletic. 

Boss Holmes said: 
“Toby got a knock which 
was a bit of a worry. He 
had to come off at half¬ 
time, so we missed him 
in the second half. 

“He bruised his foot. 
They can either clear up 
quickly or linger around 
for a while. 

“It’s a bit of a worry at 
the moment.” 


GOSPORT Borough’s loss was 
Basingstoke Town’s gain on Mon¬ 
day as Terry Brown’s Dragons 
ran riot at Privett Park. 

Town’s former Borough front¬ 
man Ben Wright struck twice in 
a torrid 8-0 home defeat for Alex 
Pike’s struggling Gosport side. 

Having recorded their first win 
of the Evo-Stik South Premier 
campaign 5-0 at home to Chesham 
last Saturday, Basingstoke con¬ 
tinued where they had left off as 
Sam Smart (2), Jack McKnight 
(2), Ed Sanders (own goal) and 
Dan Collier joined Wright on the 
scoresheet. 

Thirteen goals in two bank 
holiday weekend games was the 
perfect way for Basingstoke to 
limber up for today’s big north 
Hampshire derby against Hartley 
Wintney in the FA Cup first quali¬ 
fying round. 


But the 8-0 humbling was a 
real kick in the teeth for Gos¬ 
port whose assistant boss Danny 
Thompson admitted: “It was men 
against boys. There was no desire 
or passion. 

“I can handle getting beat, 
but not like this. It’s not good 
enough.” 

Frustratingly Borough’s land¬ 
slide defeat had come just two 
days after a much-improved per¬ 
formance at Tiverton Town. 

Gosport had been looking good 
for a point after a four-and-a-half- 
hour slog to Devon, but two late 
goals from Jamie Price and Tom 


Bath sent them back to Hamp¬ 
shire empty-handed. 

“I saw a massive improvement 
up until the 80th minute,” Bor¬ 
ough boss Pike said afterwards. 

“We should have come in at half¬ 
time with some sort of lead. We 
weren’t clinical enough in their 
area and didn’t concentrate in 
our own. 

“Suddenly it’s 2-0 and the lads’ 
heads have dropped. 

“The chairman said it from the 
start, we need to be patient, put¬ 
ting out a team, living within our 


means. 

“But we won’t give up and I’m 
enjoying working with this young 
side and seeing them improve.” 

• ALAN Turvey has stepped 
down as Basingstoke Town Com¬ 
munity Club chairman to focus 
on his role as club president. 

Three positions have been 
confirmed on the initial board 
until the membership elections 
on November 29 - Steve Letch 
(chairman), Colin Stoker (vice- 
chairman) and Steve Williams 


(secretary). 

Long-time fan Letch said: “I 
shall be helping, with others, to 
build the club to secure an excit¬ 
ing future, but we need more vol¬ 
unteers in a variety of roles to be 
successful.” 

Current jobs that need filling at 
the Evo-Stik South club include 
public address announcer, IT 
and website support, administra¬ 
tive and fund-raising posts and 
match-day volunteers. Contact 
Steve Williams on 07966 921584 or 
at stewill@hotmail.co.uk 



■■■ 


Toby Holmes 



Ben Wright 
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Barry Mason. Pic by Ray 
Routledge. 


Barry's late winner settles derby 


BARRY Mason’s late winner 
proved the difference between the 
sides as Sholing edged a hard- 
fought derby against Hamble 
Club at the Universal Stadium on 
Tuesday night. 

Liam Crook stunned a sizeable 
242 crowd with a 30-yard curler 
into the top corner on eight 
minutes to put the Monks ahead. 


Sholing’s trusty master 
marksman Dan Mason equalised 
on 19 mins with another piece of 
close control in the area followed 
by an unstoppable shot. 

Hamble’s cause was hindered 
on the hour when Ricky Bull 
received a second yellow card, but 
the game remained very tight. 

Sholing’s Dan Miller had 


a header well saved by Rory 
Anderson, but on 82 minutes the 
Monks ‘keeper was powerless to 
stop Barry Mason’s cool finish. 

There was still time for late 
drama when, in the sixth added 
minute, ten-man Hamble thought 
they had scored from a corner, 
but the ref spotted a handball 
and disallowed it. 


Sampson's red 
weekend his last 


Wendy 

Gee 



ANDY Sampson’s last weekend 
as Newport IW manager would 
be best erased from the memory 
banks. 

Sampson submitted his resigna¬ 
tion earlier this week after back- 
to-back defeats at home to Ando¬ 
ver Town (4-0) and away at Cowes 
Sports (2-0). 

But it wasn’t just missing out 
on six Sydenhams Premier points 
that will have troubled the Island¬ 
ers, it was the fact they ended 
both games with nine men. 

Reece Rusher (2), Shane Lock 
and Liam Gilbert had Andover’s 
victory wrapped up inside 45 min¬ 
utes at St George’s Park last Sat¬ 
urday. 

Fireworks followed after the 
break when Port’s Emerson Tat- 
tersall was shown a second yellow 
for a high tackle on Luke Demp¬ 
sey. 

As the bad feeling intensified, a 
fracas broke out after the Island¬ 
ers’ Jared Wetherick appeared 
to fling an elbow at Town’s Craig 
Blakeman. Both saw red with 
Blakeman walking for retalia¬ 
tion. 

Two days later and Newport’s 
disciplinary woes doubled in a 
feisty Island derby at Cowes. 

It was still 0-0 on 75 minutes 
when Aidan Sainsbury made way 
for Oliver Wilson. Three min¬ 
utes later the sub was a shown a 
straight red card for a dangerous 
tackle. 

Cowes seized the lead soon after 
through Connor Furmidge and 
Newport’s afternoon went down¬ 
hill fast with manager’s son Scott 
Sampson getting his marching or¬ 
ders for an alleged elbow offence 
before Cowes’ John McKie netted 
number two. 

The twin defeats left the Island’s 



Andy Sampson 


premier club 16th in the Wessex 
top flight with four points from 
their first five games. 

Confirming manager Samp¬ 
son’s resignation, chairman 
Stuart Ross said: “On behalf of 
Newport IW FC, we would like 
to thank Andy Sampson for his 
time, dedication and commitment 
to the club. 

“Andy has been a leader 
throughout his time as first-team 
manager. 


“I know the whole squad are 
grateful for the opportunities 
Andy has given them. 

“We wish Andy all the very best 
of luck for the future.” 

Senior players Gary Streeter 
and Darren Powell have taken 
charge for the next few matches, 
starting at Brockenhurst today 
(Saturday). 

Sampson - a former New¬ 
port striker - had been at the St 
George’s Park helm since April 


2015. 

He briefly stepped down in May 
this year but, after the club had 
resolved some “internal admin¬ 
istrative matters”, Port said he 
would be staying on for 2017/18. 

Cowes boss Steve Hunt, the for¬ 
mer New York Cosmos winger, 
applauded “a solid team perfor¬ 
mance” against Newport. 

Hunt added: “Furmidge was su¬ 
perb and I’m pleased he scored to¬ 
day. He’ll score goals this season.” 


King salutes 
victory over 
champions 


MANAGER Brendon King 
felt Hamworthy United were 
deserved winners of their 
Sydenhams Premier Division 
showdown with champions 
Portland United on Tuesday. 

Nathan Walker and Nick Swann 
bagged second-half goals at the 
Weyline Stadium, helping the 
Hammers maintain their unbeaten 
start to the season and lifting 
them to third in the table. 

“It was a very accomplished, 
professional and disciplined 
performance,” said King. 

“We were by far the better side 
for the majority of the game. 

“Apart from the first ten to 15 
minutes and a five-minute spell in 
the second half, we dominated.” 

For his part, Portland boss 
Simon Browne - a former 
Hamworthy manager - felt his side 
looked “toothless” up top. 

“I might have to have a look at 
that scenario because we didn’t 
create a massive amount,” he 
said 

“That’s a little bit worrying 
because, if you can score goals, 
you’ve always got a chance. It’s 
disappointing we’ve lost two on 
the bounce but we got beaten by 
the better side.” 



Brendon King. 


It's Sam at 
the double 
for Lymo 

LYMINGTON Town continued to 
hold the Indian sign over 
neighbours Brockenhurst after 
Sam House’s double earned them 
a 2-0 Sydenhams Premier victory 
at Brock’s newly-named Meadens 
Skoda Arena. 

The Badgers, rocked by early 
injuries to Albert Egboh and 
Ronan Moore, squandered two 
presentable chances before 
House broke Tuesday night’s 
deadlock with a finely taken 
31 st-minute opener. 

And the former Totton & Eling 
man struck again after the break, 
netting a diving header after 
Steve Walker had nodded a 
corner back across goal. 

Simon Gilby’s Lymington Town 
Reserves also came on top in 
their midweek New Forest derby, 
beating Brock’s energetic, young 
side 5-2 through Emlyn Jones, 
Peter Hurford, Matt Whitley and 
Nathan Gray (2). 
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Michael Green. 


'I've got to build a platform going forward' 


EASTLEIGH fans were understandably 
disappointed by their team’s lack of 
invention against ten-man Aldershot 
Town in Monday’s 0-0 National League 
draw. 

But just as he did during his first spell as 
Spitfires manager, Richard Hill is building 
from the base upwards - even if it does 
mean waiting a while to bring the finishing 
flourishes out of his new-look side. 

“Whilst I’m aware that you don’t get 
much time as Eastleigh manager and that 
everyone would like us to have been 
promoted by now, I’ve got to build a 
platform for us going forward,” Hill 
explained. 

“We’ve got to give ourselves a chance 


not just in the next game but also next 
month, next season and the one after that. 

“When I came back to the club in 
February my first game was at Dover, we 
lost 3-0 and we had no chance. 

“It’s nice now that we can go to a place 
like Orient and be in with a chance of 
winning, just as we did at Bristol Rovers in 
my first spell here. 

Work ethic 

“We’re not always passing the ball as 
well as I’d like, but I’m trying to get the 
base and the work ethic in place so that 
we can potentially get to that next base of 
playing free-flowing football. 

“I don’t think you can call me negative 


because I do always try to make positive 
changes. I like to keep the forwards 
involved in the game and that doesn’t 
mean just smashing the ball up to them. 

“Some of the games I watched when I 
was scouting for Aston Villa, the 
goalkeeper was getting more touches with 
his feet than the centre-forward.” 

Hill has not only overseen a big 
improvement in Eastleigh’s work ethic this 
season, but in team spirit too. 

Goalkeepers Graham Stack and Ross 
Flitney have been nothing but supportive 
to each other and Michael Green, the 
club’s longest-serving player, earned high 
praise from his boss when he lost his 
starting spot to new boy Sam Wood. 


“Greener did something that was 
absolute class,” said Hill. “After the 
Tranmere game he walked over to Sam 
and said ‘Woodsy, you were brilliant 
today.’ 

“I’ve got two goalkeepers who work 
together with no malice and two left-backs 
who are complimentary to each other. 

“We didn’t have that sort of harmony 
here before and that’s what we’re trying to 
instil here. 

“I don’t want players to be happy if 
they’re not in the team, but it’s 
competition we’re after, not disharmony. 

“If a player’s out of the team, don’t be 
unhappy with the other fella, be unhappy 
with me!” 


Just so frustrating 



RICHARD Hill professed himself 
“unbelievably frustrated” at hav¬ 
ing to settle for two bank holiday 
weekend points instead of a full 
house of six. 

The Eastleigh boss is convinced, 
with some justification, that the 
Spitfires should have ended Au¬ 
gust with back-to-back Vanarama 
National League wins against 
Leyton Orient and Aldershot 
Town. 

Had they done so, it would have 
taken them second in the table 
- a mind-boggling achievement 
considering the high calibre of 
opponents they have faced in first 
seven games. 

But it was a case of so near and 
yet so far for Hill’s new-look side 
who, by the manager’s own ad¬ 
mission, have yet to add the flair 
factor to their undoubted defen¬ 
sive strength. 

For sheer guts alone, the Spit¬ 
fires deserved to come away from 
Brisbane Road with the points 
last Saturday having solidly pro¬ 
tected a 1-0 lead from the brink 
of half-time when Ayo Obileye 
struck from the penalty spot. 

But as a minimum of six added 
minutes spilled into an extra two 
at the end of the game, they were 
cruelly pegged back by Craig 
Clay’s last-gasp leveller. 

While that result involved a 
huge dollop of bad luck for the 
Spitfires, Monday’s dire 0-0 stale¬ 
mate with Aldershot Town most 
certainly didn’t. 

Even allowing for the inevita¬ 
ble fatigue of playing two games 
in three days in blazing tem¬ 
peratures, the Spitfires arguably 
posed less of an attacking threat 
than Gary Waddock’s free-flowing 
Shots who competed for an hour 
with ten men. 

Debutant Kodi Lyons-Foster’s 
straight red for a reckless tackle 


Eastleigh manager Richard Hill. 

on Sam Wood should have been all 
the invitation Eastleigh needed to 
turn up the heat on their Hamp¬ 
shire visitors but, barring a cou¬ 
ple of chances for Craig McAllis¬ 
ter, the creativity wasn’t there. 

Summing up his emotions, Hill 
said: “Unbelievably frustrated. 

“In the second half, we showed 
no tempo, no urgency. 

“I tried to change the shape 
(by putting on a third centre- 
back Reda Johnson) and getting 


the full-backs Greener (Michael 
Green) and Ayo (Obileye) up the 
pitch with a bit of width, but it 
didn’t work and we had to go back 
to a back-four. 

“You’ve seen three injuries 
on the pitch today - they had a 
pulled hamstring, we had a pulled 
hamstring (Ben Williamson) and 
we’ve also lost Sam Togwell to a 
pulled thigh - that are caused by 
an overload to the body. We’ve had 
seven games in three weeks. 


“But that’s not an excuse for 
why we didn’t win. It wasn’t just 
us who lost players to that type of 
injury, it was Aldershot as well. 

“You’ve got to make the ad¬ 
vantage count against ten men 
and we didn’t because we didn’t 
play with enough tempo and the 
quality of passing wasn’t good 
enough. 

“It’s disappointing because we 
could have jumped up a few places 
in the league.” 



Waddock's 

delighted 

GARY Waddock 
praised the character 
and resilience of his 
Aldershot Town team in 
the wake of Monday’s 
0-0 National League 
draw at Eastleigh. 

Despite having young 
Kodi Lyons-Foster 
red-carded after 36 
minutes, losing two 
players to injury and 
seeing skipper Callum 
Reynolds finish the 
game with a bandaged 
head, the Shots were 
arguably the better side. 

“Considering we went 
down to ten men for the 
amount of time we did, I 
thought we managed the 
game very well and we 
could have gone on and 
won it,” said Waddock. 

“We had two very 
good chances but, 
unfortunately, we 
couldn’t take them. In 
this heat and in the 
type of game it was, we 
performed extremely 
well. 

“I thought it was a 
very good professional 
performance considering 
some of the decisions 
didn’t go our way. 

“The lads were able to 
clear their heads and get 
on with the job in hand. 

“We kept a clean sheet 
having been down to ten 
men for a long time.” 

Lyons-Foster saw red 
for a reckless tackle 
on Sam Wood and 
Waddock admitted: “He 
is devastated with the 
sending off, but he’s 
come in for his debut 
and I thought, before 
he saw red, he was very 
impressive in the back 
four.” 

The 19-year-old 
centre-back is a former 
England under-16 
international and 
a graduate of the 
Tottenham Hotspur and 
Aston Villa academies. 
He signed for Bristol 
City in June 2016 before 
joining the Shots last 
month. 
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Beckham's team to take MLS 'another level' 



David Beckham. 


MAJOR League Soccer 
commissioner Don Garber believes 
“transformational” David Beckham 
will help take the division up a 
further level when his Miami team 
finally launches. 

A decade on from sending ripples 
around the footballing world by 
switching Real Madrid for the Los 
Angeles Galaxy, the former England 
captain is preparing to take another 
major step back into the North 
American game. 

Part of Beckham’s game-changing 
deal with the Galaxy included rights 
to purchase an MLS expansion 


franchise for $25million - a clause 
that saw the ex-midfielder launch his 
quest for a team in Miami three years 
ago. 

The 42-year-old plumped for the 
city thanks to its diverse, untapped 
football-loving population and, after 
years of delays related to finding a 
suitable stadium site, the end is at 
last within sight. 

Beckham and Los Angeles Dodgers 
part-owner Todd Boehly recently 
met with MLS owners to present 
their plans for an expansion side that 
commissioner Garber hopes will be 
unveiled sooner rather than later. 


“I’m a big believer that just because 
you are a professional athlete doesn’t 
mean you don’t have the capabilities 
to be a good sports team owner,” he 
said at MLS HQ in New York. “It’s 
actually the other way round. 

“Coming up with the game and 
understanding the intricacies of it, 

I think a guy like David would be a 
fantastic owner. 

“He’s a very bright guy, very 
committed to our country and our 
league, very committed to the city of 
Miami. 

“I think if we can get things closed 
then it will be a great success.” 


Louis' hard luck 
tale at Salisbury 


Wendy 

Gee 



AFC TOTTON boss Louis Lang- 
down admitted he felt for striker 
Craig Feeney when a potential 
equalising goal at Salisbury on 
Monday agonisingly passed him 
by. 

Salisbury had taken the lead 
against the run of play on 30 min¬ 
utes when, following a misplaced 
Totton pass, Lewis Benson played 
in Stuart Green who raced to the 
byline before squaring for Mar¬ 
vin Brooks whose shot went in 
off the post. 

But when Green’s old Win¬ 
chester City teammate Feeney 
similarly hit the woodwork in 
first-half stoppage time, the ball 
stubbornly refused to go in. 

Brooks struck again with a sec¬ 
ond-half penalty which came at 
the expense of a red card for Tot¬ 
ton defender Callum Chugg. 

And while Langdown was the 
first to acknowledge that, for all 
their unavailability problems, 
Salisbury are still a very decent 
side, he felt that Totton did not get 
the rub of the green. 

“We’ve had Callum sent off for 
a penalty and, looking at the vid¬ 
eo, it’s not a sending-off. In fact I 
don’t even know if it’s a penalty,” 
he said. 

“Prior to that, Feeney’s hit the 
post from seven or eight yards af¬ 
ter a good move. 

“That would have made it 1-1 
and we’d have been right back in 
it. 

“I felt for Feens because he’d 
done everything right. 

“He got across the defender and 
connected well and it was an inch 
away from going in. 



Craig Feeney. Picture by Keith Fuller. 


“It’s hit the inside of the post 
and come out again, whereas 
Marvin Brooks has hit the post 
and it’s gone in.” 

Despite the result, Totton played 
well in parts in front of a 675 bank 
holiday crowd as they sought to 
put a disappointing 2-1 home de¬ 
feat to Slimbridge behind them. 

“For 20 minutes we were the 
side that had a bit more confi¬ 
dence and we were on top, but 
then we’ve gifted them a goal with 


a stray pass,” said Langdown. 

“I have to say that Salisbury 
countered us very well. They 
seemed to break forward quickly. 

“They’re a decent outfit to be 
fair. They’ve still got a reasonable 
squad.” 

Langdown’s assistant Adam 
Wilde reflected: “When you come 
to a place like this and you go 
down to ten men, they are going to 
pass the ball and make you work, 
so it was always going to be diffi¬ 


cult from then on. 

“It was a bit of a soft sending- 
off really. Chuggy has got caught 
out a little bit, the lad’s made an 
intelligent run across him and 
Chuggy has brushed his shoulder. 
He’s not held his shirt, he’s not 
pulled him back. 

“The lad’s still got the shot in 
but slipped down as he hit it. The 
referee has decided to give the 
penalty and send him off, which 
was a little harsh.” 


Only Fools 
and horses! 

Transfer deadline day is a serious 
affair for managers, players and 
supporters as clubs scramble 
around to complete last-minute 
deals. 

The day itself has become 
a fixture on most footballing 
calendars as reporters up and 
down the country talk to sources 
and fans take to social media en 
masse to either praise or deride 
their club’s business. 

But there is a lighter side to a 
day when the futures of players 
can often be decided in last- 
minute transfers and here, the 
Sports Pink takes a look at this 
year’s highlights away from the 
deals. 

ONLY FOOLS AND HORSES 

West Ham striker Diafra 
Sakho’s deadline day antics will 
live long in the memory. 

The 27-year-old is so desperate 
to leave the London Stadium 
that he took himself to France 
on Wednesday for a medical at 
Rennes, despite no agreement 
being in place. 

He then returned to England 
to thrash out his future with West 
Ham’s hierarchy but not before 
stopping off at Cheltenham 
races to watch his agent’s horse 
win the 3:20 - a race where 
‘The Happy Hammer’ was a 
non-runner, much like Sakho’s 
transfer to Ligue 1. 

DON’T PUT YOUR SHIRT ON 
SANCHES 

Swansea pulled off one of the 
biggest coups of the transfer 
window as they landed Bayern 
Munich ace Renato Sanches on 
loan. 

The 20-year-old helped 
Portugal to win the European 
Championship last year and 
will now spend a season at the 
Liberty Stadium plying his trade 
in Paul Clement’s side. 

It was not all plain sailing 
for the club, though, as their 
big reveal of Sanches’ squad 
number - a remarkable choice 
of no 85 - was not sanctioned by 
the Premier League and he was 
instead left with no 35. 

SHAMBLES AT ARSENAL NOT 
QUITE AS IT SEEMS 

Arsenal fans were left deflated 
in the closing days of the window. 

Alexis Sanchez did stay but 
Kieran Gibbs and Alex Oxlade- 
Chamberlain were allowed to 
leave. 

Aaron Ramsey sent Arsenal 
supporters into a social media 
storm as he posted an Instagram 
message alongside a picture of 
himself with Oxlade-Chamberlain. 

Signing off the message with 
‘#shaaambles’ may not have 
been a smart move - even if 
the Wales international was 
merely referencing Oxlade- 
Chamberlain’s nickname 
bestowed on him for his poor 
timekeeping. 

MAHREZ LEAVES LEICESTER 
CONDUCTING A FOX HUNT 

Thursday started with news 
coming out of the Algeria 
international camp that they had 
allowed Leicester winger Riyad 
Mahrez to leave and complete a 
move away from the King Power 
Stadium. 

This was news to the Foxes 
who insisted no bid had been 
received, let alone accepted, for 
the 2016 PFA Player of the Year. 

Sightings of Mahrez came in 
from Manchester, London and 
Barcelona but he remained a 
Leicester player. 
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Nodular 


Ring Cushion 



Takes pressure away from 
endangered areas, making 
sitting more comfortable. 


SAVE 10% 

OFF MARKED PRICES 

ON ALL 
BATHING 
ACCESSORIES 


Uniscan Triumph Luxury Lightweight Walker 



• Height adjustable 

• Seat which folds into side 
of walker 

• Maximum User Weight: 
19 Stone 

• Comes with seat 

• Various colours available 





Mangar Bathing Cushion 


\ 


Lightweight inflatable 
bathing cushion 
Wide seat which offers 
increased stability 
Easily stored 
Easily transportable 


V 



20% OFF CUSHIONS 


Folding Commode 



A lightweight steel folding 
commode 

5 litre pail with removable lid 
Folds down flat for easy 
storage 

Maximum user weight: 

19 Stone 



4 Wheel Walker 



Easily manoeuvrable 
Can be used inside 
or outside 

Includes a tray, basket 
and walking stick holder 



l-Lite Transit Wheelchair 



• Transit 

• Seat Width: 17” 
Solid Tyres 
Max User Weight: 
18 stone 

Easy to fold down 



Jiffy Folding Boot Scooter 





Max Range: 6 miles 
Max Speed: 4mph 
Max User Weight: 

18 stone 

Easily folded and 
unfolded by remote 
control 

Available in different 
colours 



15% OFF SHOWER STOOLS & CHAIRS 


i 


SAVE 15% 

OFF MARKED PRICES 

ON ALL SECURITY 
AND SAFETY 


Key Safe 



Secure and weather resistant, 
suitable for use outside 
Quick and easy to fit 
Features a 10 digit 
lock with easy-to-use 
push button keys 



Ergo 125 



Transit or 
Self Propel 
Maximum User 
Weight: 18 stone 
Seat width: 18 inches 
Flip up arm rests 





Coniston Swivel Bather 




FREE 

ARMREST POUCH 

WITH EVERY SCOOTER 
OR WHEELCHAIR 
SERVICE 


Width adjustable 
Rotating bath seat 
Fits in baths up to 28” 
Maximum User Weight: 
24 stone 


Orthopaedic Adjustable Beds ■§$§ 




Dual Point Grab Rail 


■ 


Large suction cups provide 
extremely strong hold 
Will not damage property 
Installs and is removable 
without tools 
Adjusts to any angle 
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Scout Boot Scooter 



Max Range: 
upto 10 miles 
Max Speed: 4 mph 
Max User Weight: 
20 stone 



X Fold Rollator 


Lightweight and 
folds in two directions 
Height adjustable 
from 32 inches 
to 37 inches 



ST1 Boot Scooter 



Max Range: 

6 miles 
Max Speed: 4 mph 
Max User Weight: 

18 stone 


^LVKKYCUSrON^ 
JJLLWIN BACK THE l 
OF THEIR SCOOTER 

You will automatically 
be entered into a draw. 

If you purchase between 
26th June and 24th September 


CELIA & BROMPTON 
SUMMER SLIPPERS 

WIDE FITTING 
VELCRO ADJUSTMENT 

SAVE 20% 

OFF MARKED PRICES 

NOW FROM ONLY £15.19 


Langley Riser Recliner Chair 



Ergonomically contoured 
seat and waterfall back 
for comfort 
Independent leg rest 
and recline functions 
Max UserWeight:20st 



( 


f Ableworld ] 

www.ableworld.co.uk ^ 


) 



SUMMER 


Si. A LLi E 


Lightweight Steel Travel Chair 



UPTO 25% OFF 

ON SELECTED 
CONTINENCE CARE 


15% OFF 

ON ALL WHEELCHAIR AND 
SCOOTER ACCESSORIES 


Single Motor 
Overall Height: 43” 
Overall Width: 33” 
Overall Depth: 36” 

Max User Weight: 23st 
Colours may vary 



Deluxe Walking Frame 



IIMIMIT 

Folds at the touch 
of a button 

Easy storage and transport 
Height adjustable 
Fantastic Walking Action 



Stairlifts freephone ° 8 °° 038 7800 j. 

„„ „ : V 1 . FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION SURVEY W « 

94 Hnnr Hal nut Sorvinp IL_— -f- 1 r 


24 Hour Callout Service 

We have people on the phone 
24 hours a day, seven days a week 
plus overnight and 
weekend engineering support 
Often Fitted Next Day 



STRAIGHT RECONDITIONED 
STAIRLIFTS: 


FROM ONLY 


STRAIGHT NEW 
STAIRLIFTS: 

FROM ONLY 


£495* £1195* £2795 


CURVED NEW 
STAIRLIFTS: 

NOW FROM ONLY 


WE BUY BACK STAIRLIFTS - UP TO £500 PAID. ACORN, BROOKS, MINIVATOR, AGE UK, COMPANION & HANDICARE Subject to survey and age 



SOUTHAMPTON ABLEWORLD 

42-46 Portsmouth Road, Woolston 
Southampton, S019 9AD 
Email: info@ableworldsouthampton.co.uk 

T: (02380) 440000 

Open 7 days a week 

To see more stores, please visit: 

www. ableworld. co.uk 

Opposite the Bus Station 


facebook.com/ twitter.com/ 

ableworld AbleworldUK 

www.ableworld.co.uk 

Ableworld are the main mobility retailer in the area 
approved as a Community Equipment Dispenser 



NHS Vouchers Welcome Where Applicable 
*VAT Exempt - Ask in Store for Details 
MRP - Manufacturers Recommended Price. 
Previous Price - Sold for 28 Days in Last 6 months at our Nantwich Store 


Insurance/Warranty is arranged by Ableworld UK Ltd and provided through 
Mark Bates Ltd t/a Premier Care, Premier House, Londonthorpe Road, 
Grantham, Lines, NG31 9SN who are authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. FRN 308390. 
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Championship 
ins ana outs 

ASTON VILLA 

In: John Terry (Chelsea, free), Sam 
Johnstone (Manchester United, 
loan), Ahmed Elmohamady (Hull, 
undisclosed), Glenn Whelan 
(£1.25million), Chris Samba 
(Unattached, free), Josh Onomah 
(Tottenham, loan), Robert 
Snodgrass (West Ham, loan) 

Out: Libor Kozak, Johan Abdoul, 
Riccardo Calder, Henry Cowans, 

Rory Hale, Tom Leggett, Joe Linley, 
Joonas Sundman (all released), Niall 
Mason (Doncaster, undisclosed), 
Jerell Sellars (Cheltenham, free), 
Jordan Veretout (Fiorentina, 
undisclosed), Nathan Baker (Bristol 
City, undisclosed), Aaron Tshibola 
(MK Dons, loan), Jordan Amavi 
(Marseille, loan), Leandro Bacuna 
(Reading, undisclosed), Kevin Toner 
(Stevenage, loan), Gary Gardner 
(Barnsley, loan), Matija Sarkic 
(Wigan, loan) 

BARNSLEY 

In: Stevie Malian (St Mirren, 
undisclosed), Jason McCarthy 
(Southampton, undisclosed), Liam 
Lindsay (Partick Thistle, 
undisclosed), Ethan Pinnock (Forest 
Green, undiscliosed), Cameron 
McGeehan (Luton, undisclosed), 

Zeki Fryers (Crystal Palace, free), 
Lloyd Isgrove (Southampton, free), 
Ike Ugbo (Chelsea, loan), Joe 
Williams (Everton, loan), Brad Potts 



Sam Gallagher. 

(Blackpool, undisclosed), Matty 
Pearson (Accrington, undisclosed), 
Mamadou Thiam (Dijon, 
undisclosed), Harvey Barnes 
(Leicester, loan), Dimitri Cavare 
(Rennes, undisclosed), Gary 
Gardner (Aston Villa, loan), ON 
McBurnie (Swansea, loan) 

Players out: James Carvell, Jake 
Charles, Jack Cowgill, Lewin 
Nyatanga, George Proctor, Matty 
Templeton, Aidy White (all released), 
Josh Scowen (QPR, free), Marc 
Roberts (Birmingham, undisclosed), 
Marley Watkins (Norwich, free), 
Callum Evans (Forest Green, free), 
Omari Patrick (Bradford, free), Ryan 
Williams (Rotherham, free), Elliot 
Lee (Luton, free), Kayden Jackson 
(Accrington, undisclosed), Cole 
Kpekawa (Colchester, undisclosed), 
Stefan Payne (Shrewsbury, 
undisclosed), Alex Mowatt (Oxford, 
loan) 

BIRMINGHAM 

In: Craig Gardner (West Brom, 
undisclosed), David Stockdale 
(Brighton, free), Marc Roberts 
(Barnsley, undisclosed), Cheikh 
N’Doye (Angers, free), Isaac Vassell 
(Luton, undisclosed), Carl Jenkinson 
(Arsenal, loan), Cohen Bramall 
(Arsenal, loan), Sam Gallagher 
(Southampton, loan), Jeremie Boga 
(Chelsea, loan). 

Continued on facing page 
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So what do you 


Adam 

Leitch 



Saints have their first season un¬ 
der new manager Mauricio Pel¬ 
legrino up and running. 

With the first international 
break now in full swing, Saints 
can reflect on an unbeaten start to 
their Premier League campaign, 
as well as a humbling League Cup 
defeat. 

There has been so much going 
on at Saints in recent weeks that 
here at Pink Towers we asked 
chief sports writer Adam Leitch 
to take a step back and analyse 
the early stages of the campaign. 

So, has it been a good start to 
the season? 

At this point you would have to 
say it has been solid. 

The League Cup defeat to 
Wolves aside for a moment, there 
is the considerable positive of an 
unbeaten start in the Premier 
League, and two clean sheets in 
that time as well. 

Of the three top flight games, 
you could only really be disap¬ 
pointed with the opening day 
draw against Swansea, which was 
a game Saints would have expect¬ 
ed to have won. 

They knocked over West Ham 
in an entertaining tussle, and the 
goalless draw at Huddersfield was 
a perfectly acceptable point on 
the road, especially considering 
the way the Terriers have started 
life in the Premier League. 

How is Pellegrino settling in? 

He warned that it was not going 
to be a quick process to get the 
team playing the way he wants 
them, and sure enough it has been 
a case of baby steps. 

Saints have moved into the 
transfer market, but the majority 
of the squad is the same as that 
which Claude Puel had to work 
with. 

Therefore, it was totally unre¬ 
alistic to think a new manager 
was just going to sweep in and 
instantly put right any problems 
that existed. 

Sure enough, Saints gener¬ 
ally still look solid at the back - 
two clean sheets in three league 
games underlines that fact - but 
are still struggling for goals. 

What is going so wrong in terms 
of goalscoring then? 

For all the positive words writ¬ 
ten here so far about the unbeaten 
start in the league, it has been the 
struggles in the final third that 
have continued to be the most 
frustrating thing for Saints fans. 

The team do so many things 
right, but just that last little bit is 
still missing. 
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There is a debate to be had over 
whether that is because Saints 
don’t have the right balance of 
personnel in their squad, or if 
there is a more fundamental is¬ 
sue. 

Certainly there does appear to 
be something of a collective crisis 
of confidence in front of goal and 
in the crucial areas. 

Saints don’t look like a team 
that really believe they are going 
to score a lot of goals. 

For all the talk of the negative 
football under Puel, there hasn’t 


been significant changes from 
Pellegrino. 

The team does have more at¬ 
tacking intent, but he appears to 
be the second manager in a row to 
decide that with the squad Saints 
have that building from the back 
rather than high press, or expan¬ 
sive football, is the way to go. 

The football has been better, 
though, hasn’t it? 

It’s early days but, yes, it has 
been more interesting to watch. 

While the eventful West Ham 


victory obviously grabs the atten¬ 
tion in that respect, even the goal¬ 
less draw against Huddersfield 
was entertaining. 

Make no mistake, Saints have 
some really good players. They 
have fringe first team players 
that would walk into the teams 
of many of the mid-table or lower 
Premier League clubs. 

They are technically very adept, 
they have shown character and 
determination and fight already 
this season. 

They are just missing that last 
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Championship 
ins ana outs 

from facing page 

Jeremie Boga (Chelsea, loan), 
Harlee Dean (Brentford, 
undisclosed), Jason Lowe 
(Unattached, free), Jota (Brentford, 
undisclosed), Maxime Colin 
(Brentford, undisclosed) 

Players out: Charlee Adams, Koby 
Arthur, Noe Baba, George O’Neill (all 
released), Andrew Shinnie (Luton, 
loan), Greg Stewart (Aberdeen, 
loan), Reece Brown (Forest Green, 
free), Charlie Cooper (Forest Green, 
free), Josh Tibbetts (Peterborough, 
free), Kerim Frei (Istanbul 
Basaksehir F.K, undisclosed), Diego 
Fabbrini (Real Oviedo, loan), Viv 
Solomon-Otabor (Blackpool, loan), 
Adam Legzdins (Burnley, 
undisclosed), Ryan Shotton 
(Middlesbrough, undisclosed), 
Robert Tesche (Vfl Bochum, loan), 
Daniel Scarr (Wycombe, loan), 
Cheick Keita (Bologna, loan), 
Clayton Donaldson (Sheffield 
United, undisclosed), Maikel 
Kieftenbeld (Derby, undisclosed) 

BOLTON 

Players in: Andrew Taylor (Wigan, 
free), Adam le Fondre (Cardiff, free), 
Mark Little (Bristol City, free), Will 
Buckley (Sunderland, free), Stephen 
Darby (Bradford, free), Sammy 
Ameobi (Newcastle, free), Adam 
Armstrong (Newcastle, loan), Josh 


Harlee Dean 

Cullen (West Ham, loan), Reece 
Burke (West Ham, loan), Aaron 
Wilbraham (Bristol City, 
undisclosed), Antonee Robinson 
(Everton, loan), Craig Noone 
(Cardiff, undisclosed) 

Players out: Jay Spearing, Lewis 
Buxton, Mark Davies, Will 
Jaaskelainen, Reece Wabara, Tom 
Walker, Liam Trotter, Dorian Dervite, 
Sam Lavelle, George Newell, Hyuga 
Tanner (all released), Jamie Proctor 
(Rotherham, undisclosed), Conor 
Wilkinson (Gillingham, undisclosed), 
Lawrie Wilson (Port Vale, free), Dean 
Moxey (Exeter, free), Max Clayton 
(Blackpool, free) 

BRENTFORD 

Players in: Theo Archibald (Celtic, 
undisclosed), Henrik Dalsgaard 
(Zulte Waregem, undisclosed), Luke 
Daniels (Scunthorpe, free), Kamo 
Mokotjo (FC Twente, undisclosed), 
Neal Maupay (St Etienne, 
undisclosed), Ollie Watkins (Exeter, 
undisclosed) 

Players out: Dimi Kyriatzis, 

Dominic Kurasic, Danny Parish (all 
released), Philipp Hofmann 
(Greuther Furth, undisclosed), Jack 
Bonham (Carlisle, loan). 

Continued on page 24 


little bit. 

It’s very hard to say exactly how 
they find it, but that’s up to Pel¬ 
legrino to work out. 

How big a blow was the League 
Cup defeat? 

It was a very disappointing 
night indeed. 

Not only was it a poor perfor¬ 
mance from a strong Saints side 
up against a significantly weak¬ 
ened Wolves team, but it really 
does limit what can be achieved 
this season. 


Given that last season getting to 
the League Cup final and finish¬ 
ing eighth wasn’t enough for Puel 
to keep his job, it puts it into per¬ 
spective. 

There was more at play with 
Puel than just that obviously, but 
even so that came in a season 
when Saints had the rigours of 
the Europa League group stage to 
deal with. 

Their first half of the season 
was about as hectic as the club 
have ever had, and though Eu¬ 
ropean elimination was bitterly 


disappointing, they did somehow 
manage to hold the campaign to¬ 
gether and made it to Wembley. 

When you look at the bigger pic¬ 
ture, it was almost a distraction 
they could have done without giv¬ 
en their European commitments. 

However, this season it would 
have been most welcome. 

Playing 38 Premier League 
games over the season does not 
produce a hugely demanding 
schedule, and so a cup run re¬ 
mains something exciting for a 
club like Saints, as well as a ready¬ 


made route back into Europe. 

Getting knocked out in the first 
tie of the season leaves Saints 
with the possibility of playing 
only 40 matches this season. 

Maybe the FA Cup will go well, 
hopefully it will, but if it doesn’t 
then the top flight campaign had 
really better be exciting or this 
will be a damp squib of a cam¬ 
paign at St Mary’s 

Which players have stood out 
for Saints so far? 

Jack Stephens has picked up 
where he left off last term and 
has continued to improve. 

He needed to show that he 
wasn’t just riding the crest of a 
wave and could be a consistent 
Premier League performer, and 
happily he is doing just that. 

Oriol Romeu has been as impos¬ 
ing a presence as ever in the cen¬ 
tre of midfield. 

Who needs to step up? 

There has been no lack of effort 
this season, but in the early stag¬ 
es there are a number of players 
still searching for a bit of form. 

Probably of greater interest is 
going to be how Pellegrino man¬ 
ages his squad. 

Saints have taken a very delib¬ 
erate course of action over the 
last few years to sell some players 
for big money and then reinvest 
that cash into multiple new faces 
to grow their squad. 

The theory is that if you want 
to compete on numerous fronts 

- Premier League, European foot¬ 
ball and cup ties - then you do 
need more depth than Saints had. 

This season they don’t have Eu¬ 
ropean football to introduce some 
rotation, and now they don’t have 
the League Cup either. 

That is going to mean a fair few 
fringe players are staring down 
the barrel of struggling to get a 
kick in the first team this season 

- unless an unlikely string of inju¬ 
ries, suspensions or woeful form 
take hold. 

That will be a test of Pellegri¬ 
no’s management. 

What can we expect going for¬ 
ward after the international 
break? 

Saints do have more winnable 
matches on the horizon. 

They do have to play Manches¬ 
ter United towards the end of Sep¬ 
tember, but other than that are in 
a pretty kind run of matches to 
begin Pellegrino’s reign. 

They really need to get a win 
when they get back to business at 
home to Watford, and use that to 
try and kickstart some momen¬ 
tum. 

It’s never easy in the stop-start 
early stages of the campaign with 
three international breaks in the 
first few months, but Saints need 
to get going and restore a bit of 
self-belief. 


SAINTS _ ± 

think of it so far? 
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BRENTFORD 

Outs (continued) Akaki Gogia 
(Dynamo Dresden, undisclosed), 
James Ferry (Stevenage, 
undisclosed), Konstantin 
Kerschbaumer (Arminia Bielefeld, 
loan), Alan McCormack (Luton, 
free), Tom Field (Bradford, loan), 
Reece Cole (Newport, loan), Harlee 
Dean (Birmingham, undisclosed), 
Jota (Birmingham, undisclosed), 
Emmanuel Onariase (Rotherham, 
undisclosed), Jan Holldack (KFC 
Uerdingen 05, undisclosed), Maxime 
Colin (Birmingham, undisclosed) 

BRISTOL CITY 

Players in: Eros Pisano (Hellas 
Verona, free), Famara Diedhiou 
(Angers, £5.3million), Nathan Baker 
(Aston Villa, undisclosed), Niclas 
Eliasson (IFK Norrkoping, 
undisclosed), Cauley Woodrow 
(Fulham, loan), Jonathan Leko (West 
Brom, loan), Luke Steele (free), Rory 
Holden (Derry, undisclosed), Tyreeq 
Bakinson (Luton, undisclosed) 

Players out: Osagi Bascome 
(released), Lee Tomlin (Cardiff, 
undisclosed), Mark Little (Bolton, 
free), Aaron Wilbraham (Bolton, 
undisclosed), Freddie Hinds 
(Cheltenham, loan), Taylor Moore 
(Cheltenham, loan), Joe Morrell 
(Cheltenham, loan), Diego De 
Girolamo (Chesterfield, loan), Scott 
Golbourne (MK Dons, loan) 



Lee Tomlin 

BURTON 

Players in: Matty Lund (Rochdale, 
free), Liam Boyce (Ross County, 
undisclosed), Jake Buxton (Wigan, 
free), Luke Murphy (Leeds, loan), 
Stephen Warnock (Wigan, free), 
Hope Akpan (Blackburn, free), Sean 
Scannell (Huddersfield, loan), Joe 
Mason (Wolves, loan), John Brayford 
(Sheffield United, free), Will Miller 
(Tottenham, free), Jamie Allen 
(Rochdale, undisclosed) 

Players out: Charlie Gatter, Jon 
McLaughlin, Lee Williamson, Chris 
Beardsley, Tom Flanagan (all 
released), Phil Edwards (Bury, free), 
Callum Reilly (Bury, free), Sam 
Hornby (Port Vale, free), Jackson 
Irvine (Hull, undisclosed), Damien 
McCrory (Portsmouth, loan), John 
Mousinho (Oxford, loan) 

CARDIFF 

Players in: Danny Ward 
(Rotherham, undisclosed), Neil 
Etheridge (Walsall, free), Nathaniel 
Mendez-Laing (Rochdale, free), 
Callum Paterson (Hearts, free), Lee 
Camp (Rotherham, free), Loic 
Damour (Bourg-Peronnas, 
undisclosed), Lee Tomlin (Bristol 
City, undisclosed), Omar Bogle 
(Wigan, undisclosed), Liam Feeney 
(Blackburn, loan), Craig Bryson 
(Derby, loan) 

Continued on facing page 
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A big season for 


Adam 

Leitch 


It’s a big season for the Saints 
academy as they look to continue 
to justify the club’s heavy invest¬ 
ment in their youth set-up. 

Martin Hunter’s under-23 side 
kicked off their Checkatrade Tro¬ 
phy campaign at Peterborough 
this week, a timely reminder that 
it is not just the first team whose 
season is well and truly up and 
running. 

Saints are, admirably, using the 
competition as a chance to field 
a genuine under-23 side, rather 
than bloat their team with a few 
over-aged players who need re¬ 
quire match time because they 
are out of the reckoning with 
Mauricio Pellegrino’s squad. 

Ultimately, an academy lauded 
as being one of the best in the 
game, and in whom Saints put so 
much time, effort and money, has 
to produce. 

At this level it is far less about 
results on the pitch than it is 
about producing players for the 
first team. 

Of course, winning is habit 
forming, and Saints want to have 
that momentum and mentality 
from their youngest age groups 
right through to the first team. 

However, there are two main 
reasons they put so much stock 
into their academy, indeed, make 
it a pillar of the club’s philosophy. 

The first is that Saints have a 
proud history and tradition of de¬ 
veloping young players. 

It goes to way before the idea 
of an academy had even been 
dreamt up, to what used to be 
called a youth set-up. Lawrie Mc- 
Menemy was the first Saints boss 
to really cast his net far and wide 
to haul in the best young talent. 

That conveyor belt, so famously 
coached by Dave Merrington, pro¬ 
duced Matt Le Tissier, Francis 
Benali, the Wallace brothers and 
Alan Shearer amongst others. 

As the academy structure begun 
to be implemented, Saints contin¬ 
ued to be a by-word for producing 
fantastic young footballers. 

Gareth Bale, Theo Walcott, Alex 
Oxlade-Chamberlain and Adam 
Lallana were among the leading 
lights of another golden genera¬ 
tion. 

A quick look over those names 
and their career paths reveals the 
second reason Saints are so des¬ 
perate to make their academy a 
success. 

Business. 

It makes business sense to try 
and grow your own players. 

With the Premier League trans¬ 
fer market as it is these days, even 
when investing several million 
each year into an academy, it only 




has to produce only player every 
five years and it has paid off in 
terms of getting someone in the 
first team that would otherwise 
have demanded a fee. 

And then, of course, comes the 
really meaty bit. 

If you have saved that money 
already and got some good years 
out of them, but are then offered 
a huge sum of money to sell them 


on, then you are making even 
more of your investment. 

Put simply, investing in youth 
makes sense. It just needs to be 
done correctly, and Saints spend 
so much time on getting it right. 

Like all these things, the process 
is not a simple one to manage. 

Saints have almost been spoilt 
by the fact they have done so well 
and produced brilliant players in 


crops. 

It becomes all too easy to expect 
them to continue this incredible 
production line year after year, 
and to act with a certain amount 
of surprise and disappointment 
if there is a more fallow period. 

That is inevitable, though. 

Saints are good, but they 
haven’t reinvented the wheel, and 
if it was that easy everyone would 
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Saints academy 
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Josh Sims, main picture, and Olufela Olomola in action in 
the Checkatrade Trophy last season. Left, Gareth Bale, one 
of the crown jewels produced by the Saints academy in 
recent years. 


do it. 

It is probably fair to say that 
Saints are in a more fallow period 
now. 

James Ward-Prowse continues 
to be the poster boy for the Saints 
academy, being the last player left 
at the club to have come all the 
way through the ranks to really 
make a significant breakthrough. 

Others have enjoyed fleeting 


moments of success, but he is 
the only one who has been able to 
make it stick at Premier League 
first team level. 

Given he made his first Saints 
appearance six years ago - and 
it is three years since Calum 
Chambers was sold to Arsenal - it 
underlines that the club haven’t 
been as prolific as they once were. 

However, this is not an exact 


science, and like in days gone by 
there still have been plenty of 
players that are enjoying careers 
lower down the pyramid that just 
didn’t quite make the grade at the 
top level. 

There is one crucial difference 
between now and days of yore, 
and that is the standard required 
to make the first team grade at 
Saints. 


Back in the youth set-up days 
you had to be able to compete with 
some of the best British players 
as a youngster to make the step 
up, which was no mean feat. 

When the likes of Bale, Walcott, 
Lallana and Chamberlain made 
their names at Saints, the club 
were outside of the top division, 
which had a similar effect. 

Nowadays the Premier League 
contains the very best players in 
the world. 

So, therefore, to get into a Pre¬ 
mier League team as a young 
player you have to be able, at 17, 
18 or 19, for example, to be better 
than stars who hold down those 
places normally. 

It’s a mammoth ask, and many 
clubs, not just Saints, are finding 
it very difficult to produce play¬ 
ers who are ready for that level. 

You are seeing a trend of ‘young¬ 
sters’ making the breakthrough 
when they are not youngsters at 
all - in their early 20s, maybe, like 
Jack Stephens. 

Saints and their supporters 
have to keep things in perspec¬ 
tive. 

Game time 

Sam Gallagher is out on loan, 
Harrison Reed is out on loan, 
Olufela Olomola is out on loan, 
Harry Lewis is out on loan - be¬ 
cause they need it. 

They need game time, and the 
scrapping of the reserve team 
system in favour of an under-23 
type set-up, though in principle 
sensible, can mean youngsters 
are not provided with what they 
need to make the next step-up. 

Saints are right to get young 
players out on loan. If anything, 
they should do more of it. 

That, combined with participat¬ 
ing in the Checkatrade Trophy, 
not playing against another acad¬ 
emy side but a team made up of 
seasoned pros, is good for them. 

It’s where their steel is really 
tested and you discover whether 
they have what it takes or not. 

In truth, there does not seem to 
be genuine young players who are 
realistically likely to break into 
Mauricio Pellegrino’s first team 
this season. 

You never know, but even those 
who had glimpses last season, 
such as Jake Hesketh and Josh 
Sims, were unable to sustain it or 
turn it into something that felt as 
if it were going to be more perma¬ 
nent, as Ward-Prowse has done. 

Relegation from the top un- 
der-23 league last season was a 
disappointment, though ultimate¬ 
ly not the reason Saints are in the 
business of youth development. 

But they will be keen for the 
academy to continue to prove 
its worth and that means even 
more development behind the 
scenes. 


Championship 
ins ana outs 

from facing page 

CARDIFF 

Players out: Jordan Blaise, Rickie 
Lambert (both released), Semi Ajayi 
(Rotherham, undisclosed), Adam le 
Fondre (Bolton, free), Deji Oshilaja 
(AFC Wimbledon, free), Peter 
Whittingham (Blackburn, free), Tom 
Adeyemi (Ipswich, free), Emyr Huws 
(Ipswich, undisclosed), Ben Wilson 
(Oldham, loan), Declan John 
(Rangers, loan), Stuart O’Keefe 
(Portsmouth, loan), Craig Noone 
(Bolton, undisclosed), Matty 
Kennedy (Portsmouth, loan) 

DERBY 

Players in: Curtis Davies (Hull, 
undisclosed), Andre Wisdom 
(Liverpool, undisclosed), Tom 
Huddlestone (Hull, undisclosed), 
Tom Lawrence (Leicester, 
undisclosed), Sam Winnall (Sheffield 
Wednesday, loan), Maikel 
Kieftenbeld (Birmingham, 
undisclosed) 

Players out: Will Hughes (Watford, 
undisclosed), Tom Ince 
(Huddersfield, undisclosed), Cyrus 
Christie (Middlesbrough, 
undisclosed), Abdoul Camara 
(Guingamp, free), Alefe Santos 
(Yeovil, free), Timi Elsnik (Swindon, 
loan), Kellan Gordon (Swindon, 
loan), Farrend Rawson (Accrington, 
loan), Jacob Butterfield, Sheffield 
Wednesday loan), Craig Bryson 
(Cardiff, loan) 



Rickie Lambert. 


FULHAM 

Players in: Marcelo Djalo (Club 
Deportivo Lugo, undisclosed), 
Ibrahima Cisse (undisclosed, 
Standard Liege, undisclosed), Lucas 
Piazon (Chelsea, loan), Tomas Kalas 
(Chelsea, loan), Oliver Norwood 
(Brighton, loan), Aboubakar Kamara 
(Amiens, undisclosed), Sheyi Ojo 
(Liverpool, loan), Rui Fonte (Braga, 
undisclosed), Rafa Soares (Porto, 
loan), Yohan Mollo (Zenit St 
Petersburg, undisclosed), Jordan 
Graham (Wolves, loan) 

Players out: Larnell Cole 
(released), Scott Parker (retired), 
Jesse Joronen (Horsens, free), Scott 
Malone (Huddersfield, undisclosed), 
Richard Stearman (Sheffield United, 
undisclosed), Ryan Tunnicliffe 
(released), Lasse Vigen Christensen 
(Bronby, undisclosed), Jack 
Grimmer (Coventry, free), Ragnar 
Sigurdsson (Rubin Kazan, loan), 
Cauley Woodrow (Bristol City, loan), 
Sone Aluko (Reading, undisclosed), 
Marek Rodak (Rotherham, loan) 

HULL 

Players in: Liam Edwards 
(Swansea, free), Ola Aina (Chelsea, 
loan), Fraizer Campbell (Crystal 
Palace, free), Michael Hector 
(Chelsea, loan) 

Continued on page 26 
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HULL 

Ins (continued): Callum Burton 
(Shrewsbury, undisclosed), Kevin 
Stewart (Liverpool, undisclosed), 
Ondrej Mazuch (Sparta Prague, 
undisclosed), Sebastian Larsson 
(free), Stephen Kingsley (Swansea, 
undisclosed), Jon Toral (Arsenal, 
undisclosed), Nouha Dicko (Wolves, 
undisclosed), Jackson Irvine 
(Burton, undisclosed), Fikayo 
Tomori (Chelsea, loan) 

Players out: Shaun Maloney, Alex 
Bruce, Luke Lofts, Bradley Maslen- 
Jones, Johan Ter Horst (all 
released), Ahmed Elmohamady 
(Aston Villa, undisclosed), Harry 
Maguire (Leicester, undisclosed), 
Tom Huddlestone (Derby, 
undisclosed), Curtis Davies (Derby, 
undisclosed), Josh Tymon (Stoke, 
undisclosed), Eldin Jakupovic 
(Leicester, undisclosed) Jonny 
Edwards (Accrington, loan), Harvey 
Rodgers (Fleetwood, free), Andrew 
Robertson, (Liverpool, undisclosed), 
Alex Bruce (Bury, free), Sam Clucas 
(Swansea, £16.5m) 

IPSWICH 

Players in: Joe Garner (Rangers, 
undisclosed), Emyr Huws (Cardiff, 
undisclosed), Tom Adeyemi (Cardiff, 
free), Bersant Celina (Manchester 
City, loan), Dominic lorfa (Wolves, 
loan), Martyn Waghorn (Rangers, 


Charlie Taylor 

undisclosed), Callum Connolly 
(Everton, loan) 

Players out: Leon Best, Giles Coke, 
Jonathan Douglas, Jacob Marsden, 
Joe Robinson, Steven Taylor (all 
released), Christophe Berra (Hearts, 
free), Kieffer Moore (Rotherham, 
loan), Josh Emmanuel (Rotherham, 
loan), Kundai Benyu (Celtic, 
compensation), Brett Pitman 
(Portsmouth, undisclosed), Paul 
Digby (Mansfield, free) 

LEEDS 

Players in: Matthew Pennington 
(Everton, loan), Pontus Jansson 
(Torino, undisclosed), Hadi Sacko 
(Sporting Lisbon, undisclosed), 
Mateusz Klich (FC Twente, 
undisclosed), Madger Gomes (free) 
Felix Wiedwald (Werder Bremen, 
undisclosed), Vurnon Anita 
(Newcastle, free), Caleb Ekuban 
(Chievo, undisclosed), Ezgjan 
Alioski (FC Lugano, undisclosed), 
Samuel Saiz (SD Huesca, 
undisclosed), Ouasim Bouy (free), 
Cameron Borthwick-Jackson 
(Manchester United, loan), Jay-Roy 
Grot (NEC Nijmegen, undisclosed), 
Andy Lonergan (Wolves, free), Pawel 
Cibicki (Malmo, undisclosed), 
Pierre-Michel Lasogga (Hamburg, 
loan) 

Players out: Giuseppe Bellusci, 
Jordan Botaka, Alex Purver, Ross 
Turnbull, Michael Taylor 

Continued on facing page 


The signs of the 


Peter 

Howard 


SAINTS have splashed out almost 
£240m on new signings in the last 
six summer transfer windows. 

That figure stretches back to 
the summer 2012 window, when 
Saints were spending as a Pre¬ 
mier League club for the first 
time since 2004/05. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks back 
at the club’s spending, which has 
included five record signings. 

Summer 2012 

Executive chairman Nicola 
Cortese sanctioned a near £30m 
spending spree as Saints re¬ 
turned to the top flight to find 
the Premier League looking very 
different to how they had left in 
seven years earlier. 

Since the summer of 2001, 
Saints’ transfer record had stood 
at the £4.1m they paid Derby 
County for Rory Delap. 

But in June 2012 Saints an¬ 
nounced their return to the top ta¬ 
ble of English football by making 
Jay Rodriguez their new record 
signing. 

The striker cost £7.5m from 
Championship club Burnley, and 
was the first of a series of state¬ 
ments of intent Saints would 
make. 

England U21 international right 
back Nathaniel Clyne was a £2.5m 
signing from another Champion¬ 
ship club, Crystal Palace. 

Striker Emmanuel Mayuka and 
defender Maya Yoshida cost £6m 
between them, while Saints also 
took advantage of Glasgow Rang¬ 
ers’ financial problems to bring 
Steven Davis back to the Premier 
League. 

The club waited until transfer 
deadline day to make their bold¬ 
est statement of intent, however. 

No doubt using his Italian con¬ 
tacts, Cortese was able to unveil 
Bologna’s Gaston Ramirez as 
Saints’ second record signing of 
the summer. 

The Uruguyan playmaker - like 
Yoshida, fresh from appearing for 
his country in the London 2012 
Olympic - cost a cool £12m. 

Three years earlier, Saints had 
been staring down the barrel of 
extinction prior to Markus Lieb- 
herr emerging from the shadows 
to save them. 

What a difference 36 months 
had made. 


Jay Rodriguez (Burnley) £7.5m 

Steven Davis (Rangers) £800,000 

Nathaniel Clyne (Crystal Palace) £2.5m 

Paulo Gazzaniga (Gillingham) flm 

Emmanuel Mayuka (Young Boys) £3m 

Maya Yoshida (VW-Venlo) £3m 

Gaston Ramirez (Bologna) £12m 

Total: £29.5m 


Summer 2013 

In his first - and as it turned 
out, his only - summer transfer 
window at St Mary’s, Mauricio 
Pochettino only signed three play¬ 
ers. 

Victor Wanyama, Celtic’s pow¬ 
erhouse midfielder, cost £13m and 
Croatian defender Dejan Lovren 
cost £9m from Lyon. 

And breaking the club’s trans¬ 
fer record, for the third time in 
two summers, was Italian inter¬ 
national striker Dani Osvaldo. 

The forward arrived boasting a 


reputation for being hot-headed, 
but had previously worked with 
Pochettino while on loan at Espa- 
nyol. That, it was hoped, would be 
sufficient to rebuild his reputa¬ 
tion. 

Sadly not. 

After three goals in 13 league 
appearances, Osvaldo’s Saints ca¬ 
reer as good as ended on the day 
he decided to headbutt skipper 
Jose Fonte in training. 

Quickly shipped back to Serie A 
on loan - where he joined Juven- 
tus - Osvaldo was never to play for 
Saints again. 


He will go down in history as 
one of the club’s worst ever sign¬ 
ings. Certainly one of the most 
expensive mistakes. 

Dani Osvaldo (Roma) £13.6m 

Victor Wanyama ( Celtic) £13m 

Dejan Lovren (Lyon) £9m 

Total: £35.6m 

Summer 2014 

Within weeks of arriving at St 
Mary’s, Ronald Koeman was em¬ 
barking on the biggest spending 
spree of any Saints manager in 
history. 











SPORTS PINK 


Saturday, September 2, 2017 27 




SAINTS _ t 

times for Saints 


Championship 
ins ana outs 


From facing page 

LEEDS 

Outs (continued) Jack Vann, Billy 
Whitehouse, Toumani Diagouraga 
(all released), Charlie Taylor 
(Burnley, tribunal), Luke Murphy 
(Burton, loan), Lewie Coyle 
(Fleetwood, loan), Lee Erwin 
(Kilmarnock, free), Ouasim Bouy 
(Cultural Leonosa, loan), Tyler 
Denton (Port Vale, loan), Marcus 
Antonsson (Blackburn, loan), Chris 
Wood (Burnley, undisclosed), Liam 
Bridcutt (Nottingham Forest, 
undisclosed), Souleymane Doukara 
(Osmanlispor, undisclosed), Mallik 
Wilks (Accrington, loan), Rob Green 
(Huddersfield, free) 

MIDDLESBROUGH 

Players in: Britt Assombalonga 
(Nottingham Forest, £15million), 
Jonny Howson (Norwich, 
undisclosed), Luke Armstrong (Blyth 
Spartans, free), Enes Mahmutovic 
(Fola Esch, undisclosed), Cyrus 
Christie (Derby, undisclosed), Martin 
Braithwaite (Toulouse, undisclosed), 
George Miller (Bury, undisclosed), 
Connor Roberts (Swansea, loan), 
Darren Randolph (West Ham 
£5million), Ashley Fletcher (West 
Ham, £6.5million), Lewis Baker 
(Chelsea, loan), Ryan Shotton 
(Birmingham, undisclosed), Marvin 
Johnson (Oxford, undisclosed) 

Players out: Bradley Fewster, Niall 


Britt Assombalonga 

McGoldrick, Lewis Maloney, Junior 
Mondal, Jo Wheatley, Nathan 
Convery, Brandon Holdsworth, 
Matthew Wilson, Victor Valdes (all 
released), Brad Guzan (Atlanta 
United, free), James Husband 
(Norwich, undisclosed), Viktor 
Fischer (Mainz 05, undisclosed), 
Antonio Barragan (Real Betis, loan), 
Matthew Elsdon (Inverness, loan), 
Joe Fryer (Stevenage, loan), 
Cristhian Stuani (Girona, 
undisclosed), Harry Chapman 
(Blackburn, loan), Gaston Ramirez 
(Sampdoria, undisclosed),Alex 
Baptiste (QPR, free), Marten De 
Roon (Atalanta, undisclosed), 

Callum Johnson (Accrington, loan) 

MILLWALL 

Players in: James Meredith 
(Bradford, free), Tom Elliott (AFC 
Wimbledon, free), George Saville 
(Wolves, undisclosed), Jed Wallace 
(Wolves, undisclosed), Conor 
McLaughlin (Fleetwood, free), Jake 
Cooper (Reading, undisclosed) 

Players out: Rian Bray, Kyron 
Farrell, Alfie Pavey, Calum Butcher 
(all released), David Forde 
(Cambridge, free), Joe Martin 
(Stevenage, free), Gregg Wylde 
(Plymouth, free), Harry Smith 
(Swindon, loan), Nadjim Abdou (AFC 
Wimbledon, loan), Shaun Cummings 
(Rotherham, free), Sid Nelson 
(Yeovil, loan), David Worrall (Port 
Vale, free), James Brown (Carlisle, 
loan) 

Continued page 28 


In fairness, after losing Rickie 
Lambert, Adam Lallana, Luke 
Shaw, Dejan Lovren and Calum 
Chambers, it was something he 
had to do. 

He returned to former club Fey- 
enoord to sign striker Graziano 
Pelle, and another visit to the 
Dutch League saw him recruit 
Dusan Tadic. 

Koeman went north of the bor¬ 
der to sign keeper Fraser Forster 
from Glasgow Celtic, and to Aus¬ 
tria to bring in the then unknown 
Sadio Mane from Salzburg. 

Romanian centre half Florin 


Gardos arrived before Koeman’s 
most expensive signing was un¬ 
veiled - Hull’s Republic of Ireland 
international striker Shane Long. 

Long’s £12m fee was considered 
a huge fee for someone who didn’t 
have a proven Premier League 
scoring record. 

But it did illustrate how trans¬ 
fer costs were soaring, even com¬ 
pared to just a few years earlier. 


Sadio Mane (Salzburg) film 

Shane Long ( Hull) £12m 

Dusan Tadic (Twente) £11 m 

Fraser Forster (Celtic) £11.25m 


Graziano Pelle (Feyenoord) £10m 


Florin Gardos (Steaua) £6m 

Ryan Bertrand (Chelsea ) Loan 

Toby Alderweireld (A Madrid) Loan 

Total: £61.25m 

Summer 2015 

With the benefit of hindsight, 
Ronald Koeman’s recruitment in 
his second summer window is a 
glorious mixture. 

On the plus side, £13m for Celt¬ 
ic defender Virgil van Dijk and 
£5m for Chelsea midfielder Oriol 
Romeu were both bargains. 

And Cedric has gone from some¬ 
one who cost £5m into a European 


Championship winning right 
back who has been linked with 
Barcelona and Chelsea. 

Against that, however, Jordy 
Clasie was an £8m flop. Filled to 
replaced Morgan Schneiderlin, 
it never happened for the Dutch¬ 
man who left St Mary’s on loan 
this week to join Club Bruges. 

And Koeman’s £5m signing of 
striker Juanmi won’t go down as 
his finest moment in the transfer 
market either. 

Cuco Martina only lost £lm, and 
in today’s climate that doesn’t 
buy you much. 

It did buy Saints a fantastic goal 
in a stunning 4-0 thrashing of Ar¬ 
senal, but in truth not much else. 


Virgil van Dijk (Celtic) £13m 

Jordy Clasie ( Feyenoord) £8m 

Juanmi (Malaga) £5m 

Oriol Romeu (Chelsea) £5m 

Cedric (Sporting) £5m 

Cuco Martina (FC Twente) £1 m 

Steven Caulker (QPR) Loan 


Maarten Stekelenburg (Fulham) Loan 
Total: £36m 

Summer 2016 

Following Claude Puel’s arriv¬ 
al, Saints certainly went for sign¬ 
ing potential over proven quality. 

Their three main signings - So- 
fiane Boufal, Pierre-Emile Hojb- 
jerg and Nathan Redmond - were 
certainly all from the same tem¬ 
plate. 

Of the three, Redmond im¬ 
pressed the most in 2016/17. 

Boufal arrived injured and nev¬ 
er really got going, and when he 
did he mixed undoubted talent 
with an ability to keep giving pos¬ 
session away. 

Hojbjerg arrived from Bayern 
Munich with a ringing endorse¬ 
ment of his potential from Pep 
Guardiola. But, same as Boufal, it 
has yet to happen. 

Sofiane Boufal (Lille) £16m 

Pierre Hojbjerg (Bayern Munich) £12m 

Nathan Redmond Norwich) £10m 

Alex McCarthy (C Palace) £2m 

Total: £40m 

Summer 2017 

Eight new arrivals in the sum¬ 
mer of 2014, and eight more 12 
months later. 

That was followed by just four 
in 2016 - including a reserve goal¬ 
keeper - and just three this sum¬ 
mer. 

Jan Bednarek is firmly in the 
‘potential’ category, due to his age 
and lack of experience in a major 
league. The same cannot be said 
for Mario Lemina and Wesley 
Hoedt, though. 

Mario Lemina (Juventus) £16.2m 

Wesley Hoedt (Lazio) £15m 

Jan Bednarek (Lech Poznan) £5m 

Total: £36.2m 

Total £237.5m 
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NORWICH 

Players in: Marley Watkins 
(Barnsley, free), Marcel Franke 
(Greuther Furth, undisclosed), 

Angus Gunn (Manchester City, loan), 
Mario Vrancic (Darmstadt, 
undisclosed), Christoph 
Zimmermann (Borussia Dortmund II, 
free), Harrison Reed (Southampton, 
loan), James Husband 
(Middlesbrough, undisclosed), Adam 
Phillips (Liverpool, free), Tristan 
Abrahams (Leyton Orient, 
undisclosed), Tom Trybull (free), 
Marco Stiepermann 
(Bochum,undisclosed), Sean 
Raggett (Norwich, undisclosed), 
Savvas Mourgos (Arsenal, 
undisclosed), Grant Hanley 
(Newcastle, undisclosed), Pierre 
Fonkeu (free) 

Players out: Sebastien Bassong, 
Youssouf Mulumbu (both released), 
Jacob Murphy (Newcastle, 
undisclosed), Jonny Howson 
(Middlesbrough, undisclosed), John 
Ruddy (Wolves, free), Steven 
Whittaker (Hibernian, free), Ryan 
Bennett (Wolves, free), Michael 
Turner (Southend, free), Kyle 
Lafferty (Hearts, free), Declan Rudd 
(Preston, undisclosed), Conor 
McGrandles (MK Dons, free), Ben 
Killip (Grimsby, free), Ebou Adams 
(Shrewsbury, loan), Graham Dorrans 
(Rangers, undisclosed), Carlton 



Harrison Reed 


Morris (Shrewsbury, loan), Diallang 
Jaiyesimi (Grimsby, loan), Tony 
Andreu (Coventry, free), Sean 
Raggett (Lincoln, loan), Ben Godfrey 
(Shrewsbury, loan), Harry Toffolo 
(Doncaster, loan) 

NOTTM FOREST 

Players in: Jason Cummings 
(Hibernian, undisclosed), Barrie 
McKay (Rangers, undisclosed), Liam 
Bossin (Anderlecht, free), Joe 
Coveney (Manchester City, free), 
Tendayi Darikwa (Burnley, 
undisclosed), Daryl Murphy 
(Newcastle, undisclosed), Andreas 
Bouchalakis (Olympiakos, free), 
Kieran Dowell (Everton, loan), Liam 
Bridcutt (Leeds, undisclosed), Adam 
Federici (Bournemouth, loan) 

Players out: Matty Fryatt, Daniel 
Pinillos (both released), Britt 
Assombalonga (Middlesbrough, 
£15million), Gboly Ariyibi (MK Dons, 
loan), Kyle McClean (St Johnstone, 
free), Jorge Grant (Notts County, 
loan), Alex lacovitti (Forest Green, 
loan), Ryan Yates (Notts County, 
loan), Thomas Lam (FC Twente, 
loan) 

PRESTON 

Players in: Sean Maguire (York, 
undisclosed), Declan Rudd 
(Norwich, undisclosed) 

Continued on facing page 


SAINTS 



Investigation 



IT WAS the story that was hardly 
off the Southern Daily Echo back 
page all summer long. 

The Virgil van Dijk saga cast 
a big shadow over Southampton 
FC, eclipsing the appointment of 
a new manager and even the start 
of a new Premier League season. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
back at how the story developed. 

We start with Liverpool’s in¬ 
credible apology to Saints, which 
came after stories had appeared 
in the national press suggest¬ 
ing van Dijk was keen to swap St 
Mary’s for Anfield. 

|une 7 

The Echo reports: “Liverpool 
have ended their interest in Vir¬ 
gil van Dijk and issued an apol¬ 
ogy a day after Saints asked the 
Premier League to investigate 
whether there had been an illegal 
approach for the Dutch defender. 

“Saints insist they have never 
had an offer for van Dijk, or en¬ 
tered into any form of negotia¬ 
tions with Liverpool, and remain 
adamant they want to keep hold 
of their star defender. 

“They were furious when a raft 
of newspaper stories appeared 
on Monday saying that van Dijk 
had agreed to join Liverpool, 
and that the 25-year-old had been 
impressed by Jurgen Klopp’s in¬ 
volvement in his pursuit. 

As exclusively revealed by the 
Daily Echo, Saints took the step 
of asking the Premier League to 
investigate whether an illegal 
approach had been made, and 
redoubled their determination 
not to be bullied into selling their 
most prized asset. 

In a remarkable turn of events, 
Liverpool have not only issued an 
apology for any “misunderstand¬ 
ing”, but have also confirmed 
they will now end their interest 
in signing van Dijk, who was re¬ 
portedly their top summer trans¬ 
fer target. 

“In a statement the Anfield club 
said: ‘Liverpool Football Club 
would like to put on record our 
regret over recent media specu¬ 
lation regarding Southampton 
Football Club and player trans¬ 
fers between the two clubs. 

‘We apologise to the owner, 
board of directors and fans of 
Southampton for any misunder¬ 
standing regarding Virgil van 
Dijk. 

‘We respect Southampton’s po¬ 
sition and can confirm we have 
ended any interest in the player.’ 

June 27 

Saints executive director Les 


Reed says the club have no inten¬ 
tion of cashing in on Virgil van 
Dijk and Cedric Soares as they 
prepare for life under new man¬ 
ager Mauricio Pellegrino. 

The Echo reports: “Dutch de¬ 
fender van Dijk was caught up in 
a transfer row over interest from 
Liverpool, while Portugal right- 
back Soares has been linked with 
the likes of Everton, Tottenham 


and Barcelona. 

“Reed, though, insists the Saints 
are not about to see more key men 
depart the club, as had been the 
case in years gone by. 

“None of those players are for 
sale. I can’t make it any plainer 
than that and that’s the way we 
mean to go forward,” Reed said. 

“We built this squad over some 
time and think we have a strong 


squad. 

“We will fine-tune it but, other 
than that, we are looking forward 
to a very competitive season next 
year and we plan to go forward on 
that basis. 

“There may be players that go 
on the basis it is the right thing 
for them and the club at that giv¬ 
en time but we don’t expect that 
to be wholesale and this is sim- 
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and an apology 



ply doing sound business in the 
transfer window.” 

July 18 

The Echo reveals that van Dijk 
has not handed in a transfer re¬ 
quest as Saints remain confident 
they can keep hold of their star 
defender. 

Leitch writes: “There have been 


widespread suggestions that the 
Dutch international is so keen on 
a switch to Liverpool that he has 
spoken to the Saints hierarchy to 
try and force through a move. 

“That would inevitably mean 
having to table a written trans¬ 
fer request to put pressure on the 
club to sell to Liverpool, with the 
player also then forgoing his right 
to compensation for the remain¬ 


ing five years on his St Mary’s 
contract.” 

July 21 

The Echo reports: “Virgil van 
Dijk has been banished to train 
alone after ‘telling Saints he 
wants to quit the club’ this sum¬ 
mer. 

“The Dutch centre half, who 


has been targeted by Liverpool, is 
no longer involved in pre-season 
preparations after telling man¬ 
ager Mauricio Pellegrino he is 
“not available to play because he 
wants to leave”. 

“Pellegrino has taken the de¬ 
cision to remove van Dijk from 
his squad, confirming that the 
26-year-old will train alone at 
Staplewood next week while eve¬ 
rybody else jets off to France to 
continue preparations for the 
new season. 

“The new Saints boss insists he 
has told van Dijk that the club’s 
position is that he is not for sale, 
and hopes he will think again. 

“The boy said that he is not 
available to play because he 
wants to leave. This is the deci¬ 
sion,” said Pellegrino. 

“I had to say ‘if you don’t want 
to be involved because you don’t 
feel OK then you have to train 
alone until this period of time 
happens’.” 

He added: “My relationship 
with Virgil is excellent. I was 
clear with the boy, and I was talk¬ 
ing from the first day with him. 

“The club was clear. The club 
told me they will not sell Virgil. 

“Now he is not involved with 
the team because psychologically 
he is not 100 per cent. If you are 
not 100 per cent with the team I 
need to work with the players who 
are 1,000 per cent to defend South¬ 
ampton. It’s easy for me.” 

July 27 

Ex-Saints striker Gordon Wat¬ 
son tells the Echo van Dijk has 
been “ill-advised” if he thinks a 
move to Liverpool is a good idea. 

“The situation is laughable,” 
Watson said. “He’s our best play¬ 
er and prized asset. He’s up there 
with the two best centre-backs in 
the Premier League. 

“If he went to a Barcelona he’d 
be waved off with everyone be¬ 
hind him. Nobody would deny 
him of such a move. 

“But Liverpool? No, he’s way 
better than that. The whole thing 
is dirty, after everything that’s 
happened.” 

Watson believes a move to An- 
field would just be for the cash 
and nothing else. 

“He’s been ill-advised,” he said. 
“A move to Liverpool would just 
be a pay day, it wouldn’t be for 
trophies or accolades. It’s only 
for money and with Barcelona 
in need of a defender, you might 
have them knocking on the door 
soon. 

“Van Dijk should only be mov¬ 
ing to one of the best clubs in the 
world - Bayern Munich, Real Ma¬ 
drid, Barcelona. 

“You go to Liverpool, there’s no 
guarantee of trophies, just mon¬ 
ey.” 

Continued on page 30 


Championship 
ins ana outs 

From facing page 

PRESTON 

In (continued): Josh Harrop 
(Manchester United, undisclosed), 
Kevin O’Connor (Cork City, 
undisclosed), Darnell Fisher 
(Rotherham, undisclosed), Stephy 
Mavididi (Arsenal, loan) 

Players out: Anders Lindegaard, 
Clive Smith, Liam Grimshaw (all 
released), Jermaine Beckford (Bury, 
free), Stevie May (Aberdeen, 
undisclosed), Eoin Doyle (Oldham, 
loan) 

OPR 

Players in: Charlie Owens 
(Tottenham, free), Josh Scowen 
(Barnsley, free), Alex Baptiste 
(Middlesbrough, free), Kazenga 
LuaLua (Brighton, loan), David 
Wheeler (Exeter, undisclosed) 

Players out: Karl Henry, Darnell 
Goather-Braithwaite, Jeremy Arthur, 
Brandon Barzey, Ruudi Clarke, 
Gianni Crichlow, Jake Eales, 
Anthony Folkes, Michael Klass, Rhys 
Springer-Downes (all released), Ben 
Gladwin (Blackburn, undisclosed), 
Michael Doughty (Peterborough, 
undisclosed), Jack Williams 
(Wycombe, loan), Eberechi Eze 
(Wycombe, loan), Brandon Comley 
(Colchester, loan), Matt Ingram 
(Northampton, loan) 



Jermaine Beckford 


READING 

Players in: Vito Mannone 
(Sunderland, undisclosed), Pelle 
Clement (Ajax, undisclosed), Jon 
Dadi Bodvarsson (Wolves, 
undisclosed), Mo Barrow (Swansea, 
undisclosed), Leandro Bacuna 
(Aston Villa, undisclosed), Dave 
Edwards (Wolves, undisclosed), 
Sone Aluko (Fulham, undisclosed) 

Players out: Harrison Bennett, 
Aaron Kuhl, Sean Long, Stuart 
Moore, Joe Tupper, Terence 
Vancooten (all released), Tariqe 
Fosu (Charlton, undisclosed), Jack 
Stacey (Luton, undisclosed), Zak 
Jules (Shrewsbury, undisclosed), AM 
Al-Habsi (Al-Hilal, undisclosed), 
Jonathan Bond (Peterborough, 
loan), Danzell Gravenberch (KSV 
Roeselare, loan), Dominic Samuel 
(Blackburn, undisclosed), Danny 
Williams (Huddersfield, free), Yakou 
Meite (Sochaux, loan), Andrija 
Novakovich (Telstar, loan), Craig 
Tanner (Motherwell, free), Dominic 
Hyam (Coventry, free), Deniss 
Rakels (Lech Poznan, loan), Niall 
Keown (Partick Thistle, 
undisclosed), Harry Cardwell 
(Grimsby, free), Paolo Hurtado 
(Vitoria de Guimaraes, undisclosed), 
Jake Cooper (Millwall, undisclosed), 
Rob Dickie (Lincoln, loan), Sandro 
Wieser (KSV Roeselare, loan) 

Continued on page 30 
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SHEFFIELD UNITED 

Players in: Ched Evans 
(Chesterfield, undisclosed), Enda 
Stevens (Portsmouth, free), Nathan 
Thomas (Hartlepool, undisclosed), 
George Baldock (MK Dons, 
undisclosed), Richard Stearman 
(Fulham, undisclosed), John 
Lundstram (Oxford, undisclosed), 
Jamal Blackman (Chelsea, loan), 
Cameron Carter-Vickers (Tottenham, 
loan), Ben Heneghan (Motherwell, 
undisclosed), Clayton Donaldson 
(Birmingham, undisclosed) 

Players out: Marc McNulty 
(Coventry, free), Stefan Scougall (St 
Johnstone, free), Jay O’Shea (Bury, 
free), Graham Kelly (Port Vale, free), 
Ben Whiteman (Doncaster, loan), 
George Long (AFC Wimbledon, 
loan), Chris Hussey (Swindon, loan), 
Louis Reed (Chesterfield, loan), 
James Wilson (Walsall, loan), Matt 
Done (Rochdale, free), John 
Brayford (released) 

SHEFF WEDNESDAY 

Players in: George Boyd (Burnley, 
free), Frederico Venancio (Vitoria 
Setubal, loan), Joost van Aken 
(Heerenveen, undisclosed), Jacob 
Butterfield (Derby, loan) 

Players out: Jose Semedo, Claude 
Dielna, Darryl Lachman, Vincent 
Sasso, Urby Emanuelson, Modou 
Sougou, Lewis McGugan (all 



Ched Evans 


released), Filipe Melo (Chaves, 
undisclosed), Jack Stobbs (Port 
Vale, loan), Jordan Thorniley 
(Accrington, loan), Lewis McGugan 
(released), Sean Clare (Gillingham, 
loan), Sam Winnall, Derby loan) 

SUNDERLAND 

Players in: Brendan Galloway 
(Everton, loan), Tyias Browning 
(Everton, loan), Aiden McGeady 
(Everton, undisclosed), James 
Vaughan (Bury, undisclosed), Lewis 
Grabban (Bournemouth, loan), 

Jason Steele (Blackburn, 
undisclosed), Robbin Ruiter (free), 
Marc Wilson (Bournemouth, 
undisclosed), Jonny Williams 
(Crystal Palace, loan), Callum 
McManaman (West Brom, 
undisclosed) 

Players out: Jan Kirchhoff, Joleon 
Lescott, Sebastian Larsson, George 
Brady, Dan Casey, Carl Lawson, 
Oliver Pain (all released), Vito 
Mannone (Reading, undisclosed), 
Will Buckley (Bolton, free), Jermain 
Defoe (Bournemouth, free), Fabio 
Borini (AC Milan, loan), Steven 
Pienaar (Bidvest Wits, free), Victor 
Anichebe (Beijing Enterprises, free), 
Michael Ledger (Hartlepool, loan), 
Max Stryjek (Accrington, loan), Papy 
Djilobodji (Dijon, loan), Wahbi Khazri 
(Rennes, loan) 

Continued on facing page 
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July 31 

The Echo reports that Saints re¬ 
main hopeful van Dijk will back 
down over his transfer demands 
and re-join Pellegrino’s squad 
this week. 

That was after he had spent 
last week training on his own 
at Staplewood while his team¬ 
mates were on a pre-season trip 
to France. 

Leitch writes in the Echo: “With 
no movement from his suitors at 
Liverpool forthcoming, Saints 
are optimistic that van Dijk has 
come to the conclusion that he 
will have to accept the situation 
and prepare for another season at 
St Mary’s. 

“Pellegrino will speak to van 
Dijk upon his return to Staple- 
wood this week in the hope of 
good news, and will then reinte¬ 
grate him into first team training. 

“Saints have two home pre-sea- 
son friendlies to come - against 
Augsburg on Wednesday night 
and Sevilla on Saturday - before 
the big kick-off against Swansea. 

“It is possible van Dijk could 
play some sort of role in those 
games if Pellegrino hears what 
he wants to hear. 

“While his teammates are likely 
to be forgiving, it will a harder to 
sell to get the fans back onside. 

“Van Dijk has always been a 
hero to the club’s supporters for 
his performances and his leader¬ 
ship. 

“However, his reputation has 
been hugely tarnished by this 
summer’s transfer saga.” 

August 2 

Adam Leitch writes in the Echo: 
“Virgil van Dijk has continued 
his Saints stand-off as he tries to 
force his way out of the club. 

“Saints had hoped that the 
Dutch centre half would accept 
the club’s decision not to sell him 
this summer and re-join Mauricio 
Pellegrino’s squad having been 
forced to train alone while his 
teammates continued their pre¬ 
season preparations in France 
last week. 

“However, van Dijk is under¬ 
stood to have told Saints there is 
no change in his situation, lead¬ 
ing the club to inform him that 
they are also standing firm. 

“It leaves van Dijk still ordered 
to train away from the rest of 
the squad just a week-and-a-half 
before the start of the Premier 
League season, and Pellegrino 
having to plan for facing Swansea 
without him. 

“The two sides do appear to have 
become even further entrenched 
in their views. 

“Van Dijk is still clear that he 
wants to leave, despite having five 
years remaining on his contract, 


with Liverpool reportedly keen to 
sign him. 

“Saints, on the other hand, have 
consistently maintained that he 
is not for sale and are staying 
strong in the hope the 26-year-old 
will relent. 

“Having spurned this latest ol¬ 
ive branch, it is hard to see van 
Dijk backing down before the 
close of the transfer window, and 
even then his position in the eyes 
of many supporters has become 
untenable. 

“Saints are desperate not to lose 
face having been so solid on this 
issue, and having been accused of 
giving in too easily to player de¬ 
mands in the past. 

“But the reality is they have an 
asset worth £60m or more, who 


is probably also the best player 
in the squad, effectively doing 
nothing of any constructive use 
to them, and all the while how it 
affects spirit in the dressing room 
remains a key concern for Pel¬ 
legrino.” 

August 8 

Just days before the new Pre¬ 
mier League season starts, van 
Dijk hands in a transfer request 
and issues a remarkable state¬ 
ment. 

This is his statement in full... 

“It is with regret that I can con¬ 
firm that I have today handed in 
a transfer request to leave South¬ 
ampton football club. 

“Unfortunately I feel I have 


no alternative after I was given 
notice of the club’s intention to 
impose a disciplinary sanction 
against me of a fine equivalent to 
2 weeks wages. 

“I will be appealing what I feel 
to be an unjustified sanction and 
their inability to follow the cor¬ 
rect disciplinary protocol in due 
course. 

“Over the past six months I have 
held numerous discussions with 
representatives of the board, the 
former manager Claude Puel as 
well as the new manager Mauri¬ 
cio Pellegrino to inform them all 
of my desire to leave the club in 
search of a new challenge. 

“I am incredibly ambitious and 
want to achieve as much as I pos¬ 
sibly can to fulfil my potential in 
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“Van Dijk has 
always been a 
hero to the club’s 
supporters for 
his performances 
and his leadership 
However, his 
reputation has been 
hugely tarnished 
by this summer’s 
transfer saga” 


what is a very short career as a 
professional footballer. I want to 
play European football again and 
challenge for major honours and 
as such I would like Southamp¬ 
ton to consider the interest in me 
from top clubs should it still exist. 

“I have been left frustrated by 
the club’s position that I am not 
for sale and am disappointed that 
enquiries from multiple top clubs 
have been consistently rebuffed.” 

“The period of time that I have 
just spent injured and unable to 
play has put a number of things 
into perspective and made me re¬ 
alise just how important it is to 
take major opportunities should 
they arise. 

“I have consistently relayed my 
feelings to senior management at 


Southampton in what I believed 
to be private and personal con¬ 
versations. Disappointingly, these 
conversations have regularly 
found their way into the media. 

“I would also like to make clear 
that I have never once refused to 
train. I can confirm that I was 
asked about my frame of mind 
and for all of the reasons men¬ 
tioned above I was open and hon¬ 
est in saying that I did not feel I 
was in a settled mindset given the 
circumstances. 

“Following this conversation 
the manager explained that he 
only wanted players who he felt 
were 100% committed to South¬ 
ampton and told me I would there¬ 
fore have to train away from the 
first team. 


“As a proud professional I am 
insulted by the suggestion that it 
was me who refused to train and 
so feel it is important to point out 
the true version of events. 

“I had very much hoped to re¬ 
tain the good relationship I’ve 
always enjoyed with everyone at 
the club, especially the fans, but 
unfortunately in light of every¬ 
thing that’s happened this has 
now been seriously affected. 

“I would like to make clear that 
I have nothing but gratitude to 
everyone at Southampton for giv¬ 
ing me the opportunity to play in 
the Premier League. 

“However, the time for me to 
move on is now and I hope to be 
able to work with the club to find 
the best resolution to suit all par¬ 


ties.” 

Van Dijk added: “I had very 
much hoped to retain the good 
relationship I’ve always enjoyed 
with everyone at the club, espe¬ 
cially the fans, but unfortunately 
in light of everything that’s hap¬ 
pened this has now been serious¬ 
ly affected. 

“I would like to make clear that 
I have nothing but gratitude to 
everyone at Southampton for giv¬ 
ing me the opportunity to play in 
the Premier League.” 

August 16 

Saints chairman Ralph Krueger 
is adamant Virgil van Dijk is “not 
for sale in this window” as keep¬ 
ing the defender is “the statement 
we need to make” at this juncture. 

Adam Leitch writes in the Echo: 
“This summer has been domi¬ 
nated by big-money transfers and 
agitated players, with the future 
of Saints’ unsettled 26-year-old 
centre-back one of the more tur¬ 
bulent sagas. 

“Southampton asked the Pre¬ 
mier League to investigate an al¬ 
leged illegal approach from Liver¬ 
pool in June, leading the Reds to 
swiftly make a remarkable state¬ 
ment publicly dropping their in¬ 
terest in Van Dijk. 

“Speculation continues to link 
the Holland international with 
a move to the likes of Jurgen 
Klopp’s side and Premier League 
champions Chelsea, with the de¬ 
fender last week taking matters 
into his own hands by handing in 
a transfer request. 

“Van Dijk has been training 
away from the main group as 
he attempts to force an exit but 
Krueger has reiterated that the 
defender is not going anywhere. 

“Virgil is not for sale in this 
window and it’s not personal,” 
the chairman said. 

“It’s not about him, it’s about an 
overall much, much, much bigger 
picture - a change of course for 
Southampton. 

“The first summer I was here 
five players went out and six went 
in, not counting academy. 

“Second summer three went 
out, seven came in, and third 
summer five went out, five came 
in. 

“Now it is one out and two in 
and this is who we want to be¬ 
come. 

“We want to mature, we want to 
be a team that can profit from syn¬ 
ergies that create a much more 
attractive football and a better 
product for the fans and gives us 
a chance to get back into Europe.” 

August 31 

The summer transfer window 
slams shut at 11pm with Virgil 
van Dijk in the same place he was 
when it opened - at St Mary’s. 


Championship 
ins ana outs 

from facing page 

WOLVES 

Players in: Ruben Neves (Porto, 
undisclosed), Ryan Bennett 
(Norwich, free), Roderick Miranda 
(Rio Ave, undisclosed), Phil Ofosu- 
Ayeh (Eintracht Braunsweig, free), 
Barry Douglas (Konyaspor, 
undisclosed), Willy Boly (Porto, 
loan), John Ruddy (Norwich, free), 
Will Norris (Cambridge, 
undisclosed), Ruben Vinagre 
(Monaco, loan), Diogo Jota (Atletico 
Madrid, loan), Leo Bonatini (Al Hilal, 
loan), Alfred N’Diaye (Villarreal, 
loan) 

Players out: James Henry (Oxford, 
free), George Saville (Millwall, 
undisclosed), Jed Wallace (Millwall, 
undisclosed), Jon Flatt (Cheltenham, 
loan), Paul Gladon (Heracles, loan), 
Ethan Ebanks-Landell (MK Dons, 
loan), Jon Dadi Bodvarsson 
(Reading, undisclosed), Dominic 
lorfa (Ipswich, loan), Mike 
Williamson (Oxford, free), Duckens 
Nazon (Coventry, loan), Joe Mason 
(Burton, loan), Dave Edwards 
(Reading, undisclosed), Nouha 
Dicko Hull, undisclosed), Will 
Randall (Forest Green, loan), Jordan 
Graham (Fulham, loan), Jack Ruddy 
(Oldham, loan). 



Ruben Neves, FC Porto. 


• Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
Thursday’s business, and the 
summer transfer window overall, in 
numbers. 

£35m 

The fee agreed for Ross Barkley 
before the Everton midfielder pulled 
out of a move to Chelsea, according 
to Toffees majority shareholder 
Farhad Moshiri. 

3 

Watford, Saints’ opponents at St 
Mary’s next weekend, were deadline 
day’s busiest buying club, signing 
Marvin Zeegelaar, Molla Wague and 
Orestis Karnezis. 

6 

Premier League transfers which 
went beyond 11pm and required the 
use of “deal sheets” to secure extra 
time to complete. 

2 

Goals scored in France’s 4-0 win 
over Holland by Thomas Lemar, for 
whom Arsenal failed with a reported 
£92m bid on deadline day. 

9 

Career Premier League goals 
scored, in six seasons, by 
Liverpool’s £35m deadline-day 
signing Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain. 

13 

Huddersfield signings in the 
window, the most in the Premier 
League and the only club with more 
transfers in than out. Watford (12) 
and Brighton (10) also hit double 
figures. 
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THE SALE WON'T LAST FOREVER 
ONLINE I 03333056035 I IN-STORE 


SEIZE THE HOLIDAY 



HOLIDAYS 




‘Price is per person based on 2 adults travelling and sharing a Pool View Room at the Doubletree By Hilton Resort & Spa Marjan Island for 4 nights on a bed & breakfast basis with return economy flights from London Heathrow and include all applicable taxes and fuel surcharges, which are correct as of 29 Aug ‘17 and 
are subject to change. Prices based on 06 Jun’ 18 departures. Price includes online discounts and must be booked online, if booked by telephone or in store a higher price applies. Weekend and peak season supplements may apply. Offer must be booked by 30 Sep ’17 and is subject to availability and standard terms and 


conditions. Offers valid for the relevant division of the Virgin Holidays Group only, for definition visit https://www.virginholidays.co.uk/who-are-we/our-family. Offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other special offer, promotion or discount including the Frequent Virgin Club and Virgin Atlantic Flying Club unless otherwise stated. When 
booking by telephone or in-store a non-refundable booking fee applies. Credit Card payments will incur a 1.5% charge of the value of the transaction. Calls cost no more than calls to geographical numbers (01 or 02). ATOL protected (2358) and ABTA (V2043) for Virgin Holidays. 



V Thoms 


WELCOME TO THE 

WORLD OF 


'^p;scov*r y* 


Cruises 


THE PERFECT CRUISE WITH 
EVERYTHING TAKEN CARE OE 

AND £100 OFF.* 


Sail from Southampton and enjoy drinks, dining, 
and tips on us for the whole of summer 2018. 

Book your perfect cruise with the specialists in your local 
Thomson store today. Hurry, offer ends 2nd October. 


Online In store 


\J TUI 


W) llABTA 


*£100 off per booking: Offer valid on winter 17 and summer 18 sailings from 1st November 2017 - 31st October 2018. No minimum spend applies. Use discount code CRUISE100. Offer must be selected at time of booking and applies to new bookings only made by 2nd October 2017, is 
subject to availability and may be withdrawn without prior notice. All Inclusive across all ships sailing in summer 18. Not combinable with any other offer. Please see www.thomson.co.uk or the relevant brochure for full booking terms and conditions that apply. All the flights and flight inclusive 
holidays are financially protected by the ATOL scheme. When you pay you will be supplied with an ATOL certificate. Please ask for it and check to ensure that everything you book (flight, hotels and other services) is listed on it. Please see our booking conditions for further information or 
for more information about financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go to:www.atol.org.uk/ATOLCertificate. Thomson Cruises is a trading name of TUI UK Limited, a member of TUI Group. Registered Office: TUI Travel House, Crawley Business Quarter, Fleming Way, Crawley, West 
Sussex, RH10 9QL. Registered in England No: 2830117. ATOL No: 2524. ABTA No: V5126. 
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Wardrobes 

Lounge and Media Units 
Angled Units • Home Offices 
Storage Solutions for every room 


Custom fitted furniture 

handmade in Dorset. 


A family run business with over 40 years experience 

Call 01202 823231 for your free, no obligation design consultation 


Custom 

Creations 

inspired by you. 

* houZZ 


www.customcreations.fu rniture 


Showroom open hours: Mon - Fri: 9am - 5.30pm | Sat: 9am - 2pm | Sun: By appointment 
Unit 1, Enterprise Park, Blackmoor Road, Ebblake Industrial Estate, Verwood, BH31 6YS 


Home Choose Carpets 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 



Ardwick Twist 
80/20 42oz Wool twist 
Large stocks to clear 
Direct from the manufacturers 
Normal price 

£19.99sqm 
To clear £11.99sqm 


FLOORING BEDS AND MATTRESSES RUGS 


• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
& dispose of your old carpets 


DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 

RINGWOOD ROAD, WOODLANDS, 
SOUTHAMPTON, SO40 7GY 


02380 873459 


Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

www.home-choose-carpets.com 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

www.discountwarehousetotton.co.uk 


Discount Warehouse (Totton) Ltd. 

Our customers come back again and again! 
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Bears book 
final spot 

BIRMINGHAM Bears booked 
the first place in the NatWest 
T20 Blast final with an 11-run 
victory over Glamorgan. 

Young opener Ed Pollock 
provided a blistering start to 
Finals Day with a 23-ball half 
century, to the delight of the 
majority of the Edgbaston 
crowd. 

Glamorgan fought back 
well in the second half of the 
Bears innings, restricting 
them to a total of 175 for 
nine. 

But their run chase was 
dented by the loss of three 
early wickets, two of them 
earned by spectacular Bears 
catches. 

First Sam Hain sprinted 
around the mid wicket 
boundary to take Aneurin 
Donald’s pull off the bowling 
of Chris Woakes, and that 
effort was surpassed when 
home skipper Grant Elliott 
dismissed Glamorgan 
dangerman Colin Ingram 
running back from mid-on. 

In the next over Ingram’s 
compatriot David Miller 
fell caught behind to 
young Bears all-rounder 
Aaron Thomason, leaving 
Glamorgan in a mess at 39 
for three. 

Jacques Rudolph played 
a defiant captain’s innings, 
making 65 from 39 balls and 
sharing a sixth-wicket stand 
of 52 with Graham Wagg. 

But Rudolph’s resistance, 
and with it Glamorgan’s 
hopes, was ended by a 
brilliant piece of fielding 
from Thomason, who stopped 
Wagg’s straight drive, and 
then hit the stumps with 
a back-hand flick - with 
Rudolph stranded. 

Wickets continued to fall 
steadily, with Thomason 
claiming a second and Oliver 
Stone taking three for 29, 
meaning Glamorgan started 
the last over on 150 for nine. 

Young off-spinner Andrew 
Salter threatened to pull off 
a miracle by hitting the first 
three balls from Woakes for 
two fours and a six, leaving 
12 to win off the remaining 
three. 

But he was then caught 
by Adam Hose at long-off to 
give Woakes his third wicket, 
and ensure that Glamorgan’s 
second appearance at Finals 
Day ended in the same way 
as the first, in 2004 - with 
defeat in the semi final. 

Meanwhile the Bears could 
look forward to their first 
final appearance since 2014, 
when they were crowned 
champions. 

Earlier Pollock had 
relished the biggest stage 
he has yet experienced in a 
brief career. The 22-year-old 
left-hander from Worcester 
only made his T20 debut 
for the Bears earlier in this 
year’s competition, but he 
set the tone by sweeping the 
third ball of the day from 
Ingram for the first of four 
sixes. 


HANTS CRICKET 



A familiar end to 


Simon 

Walter 


HAMPSHIRE suffered more Fi¬ 
nals Day heartbreak after los¬ 
ing their fourth successive T20 
semi-final, and their fifth in seven 
years at Edgbaston, against Not¬ 
tinghamshire Outlaws. 

The 2010 and 2012 champions 
lost by 23 runs after being bowled 
out for 146, despite a 32-ball 56 
from captain James Vince. 

After conceding 169-7, Hamp¬ 
shire required their highest total 
of the season to win batting sec¬ 
ond, having chased down no more 
than 137 and 119 during the group 
stage. 

But they got off to the worst 
possible start when Shahid Afridi 
pulled the first ball, a Samit Patel 
long hop, straight to deep mid¬ 
wicket. 

Vince launched Dan Christian 
over cow corner for his first six 
in scoring 14 off three balls and 
Calvin Dickinson drilled his first 
boundary in the fifth over before 
mistiming a pull to long on at the 
end of the powerplay (55-2). 

Vince soon went up a gear, com¬ 
ing down the track against Ish 
Sodhi’s leg-spin to launch a colos¬ 
sal six into the corporate suites 
before reaching a 25-ball fifty by 
launching Samit Patel for a maxi¬ 
mum as Hampshire reached 95-2 
after ten overs. 

When Tom Alsop gave Mullaney 
a return catch in the next over 
and George Bailey was bowled 
playing across the line, the stage 
was set for Michael Carberry in 
what could turn out to be his last 
game for Hampshire. 

Back with Hampshire for Fi¬ 
nals Day after starting his loan 
with Leicestershire last week, he 
thumped Patel for a straight six 
only to see Vince whip Mullaney 
into the hands of deep square leg 
- before being run out by Patel’s 
direct hit as Liam Dawson at¬ 
tempted a quick single. 

Needing 30 off the last four 
overs, Hampshire lost Dawson, 
Gareth Berg, both caught at long- 
on, and Kyle Abbott in the space 
of four balls from left-armer Har¬ 
ry Gurney. 

It was all over when Chris Wood 
was bowled by Jake Ball. 

The decision to leave out Sean 
Ervine and keep the same XI that 
won the quarter-final at Derby¬ 
shire meant that Vince is Hamp¬ 
shire’s only remaining Finals 
Day ever-present. 

Despite five of Hampshire’s 
eight wins coming after batting 
first in the run to Edgbaston, 
Vince decided to field first, no 
doubt recalling his side’s stun¬ 
ning chases against Notts in the 
Trent Bridge quarter-finals of 



2012 and 2014. 

Two catches at short third man 
gave Wood the wickets of danger- 
man Alex Hales and Tom Moores 
before Notts reached 56-2 at the 
end of the powerplay. 

Dawson was unfortunate to 
concede four overthrows from a 
Vince at the end of the first over 
and Hales smashed Berg for ten in 


two balls at the end of the next af¬ 
ter a miscued pull landed just out 
of the Hampshire captain’s reach. 

Then, with his third ball, Wood 
claimed the big wicket of Hales, 
who was caught by Afridi at back¬ 
ward point after slicing an at¬ 
tempted cut. 

Riki Wessels responded by hit¬ 
ting Abbott and Wood for sixes in 


successive overs, pulled over Car- 
berry at backward square leg and 
drilled over long-off. 

The fifth over ended with 
Moores chopping a Wood full toss 
to short third man, where Kyle 
Abbott took an excellent catch 
tumbling backwards. 

Wessels responded by hitting 
the first three balls after the pow- 
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Hants' T20 hopes 



t/nu * 1 


Liam Dawson 
celebrates as 
Nottinghamshire's 
Steven Mullaney is 
caught out on 0. 


Hampshire's 

Calvin 

Dickinson at 
the crease. 




Nottingham's 
Harry Gurney 
celebrates 
taking the 
wicket of 
Hampshire's 
Kyle Abbott. 


erplay, from Dawson, for four. 

Then Crane began an outstand¬ 
ing spell (4-0-22-1), in which he 
dismissed Wessels with his third 
ball, the Notts danger man caught 
via a leading edge by Vince at 
short extra cover trying to play 
against the spin. 

Crane was outstanding in tan¬ 
dem with leg-spin twin Shahid 


Afridi, who celebrated his first 
wicket of the day when Brendon 
Taylor skied to long-off, where 
Wood took the catch. 

When Dawson replaced Crane, 
Samit Patel responded with a 
straight six only to be caught at 
long off by Bailey attempting an¬ 
other off the next ball. 

Dan Christian pulled, cut and 


slogged Abbott for three sixes in 
four balls in the 17th over, the lat¬ 
ter off a full toss, before drilling 
to deep cover. 

Then Afridi took an outstand¬ 
ing catch at short third man when 
Mullaney, the hero of Notts’ quar¬ 
ter-final win, edged an attempted 
drive against Dawson. 

But Abbott conceded his fifth 


six in the penultimate over, when 
Ish Sodhi pulled over mid-wick- 
et, before Billy Root, brother of 
Joe, helped set Hampshire a 
tough target of exactly 8.5 runs an 
over. 

It proved to be too many for a 
Hampshire side that has strug¬ 
gled for consistency throughout 
the campaign. 


Edwards 
retires after 
final defeat 

Kia Super League final: 
Southern Vipers 145-5 lost 
to Western Storm 151-3 by 
seven wickets. 

SOUTHERN Vipers 
captain Charlotte 
Edwards announced 
her retirement from 
professional cricket after 
the Kia Super League final 
defeat at Hove. 

An explosive innings 
from Rachel Priest set 
up an easy victory for 
Western Storm, who 
avenged their defeat in 
last season’s final. 

In front of a 3,500 crowd 
at Hove, Priest became the 
tournament’s leading run 
scorer with a 36-ball 72 as 
Storm reached a target of 
146 with 12 balls to spare. 

The New Zealander 
unleashed ten fours and 
three sixes, including a 
brutal 25-run assault on 
Linsey Smith in the final 
over of the powerplay. 

Priest overtook Vipers’ 
Suzie Bates as leading run- 



Charlotte Edwards. Picture: 
Dave Vokes Photography 


scorer when she reached 
71. 

She was well caught on 
the mid-wicket boundary 
by Danni Wyatt off 
Romsey’s Katie George 
(3-0-34-1) in the tenth over, 
but Storm only needed 52. 

Stafanie Taylor, man of 
the match in their semi¬ 
final win over Surrey 
Stars, and Sophie Luff had 
little trouble in knocking 
off the runs, although 
Taylor had to bat with a 
runner after suffering a 
hamstring strain earlier in 
her innings. 

They shared an 
unbroken stand of 57 with 
Taylor clearing the long- 
on rope to win the game. 

Edwards said: “Western 
Storm played brilliantly, it 
was a fantastic innings by 
Rachel Priest. 

“I think I’d like to play 
some county cricket but in 
terms of this competition, 
my time is done.” 
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Alex latest in 
a long line... 


England winger Alex Oxlade- 
Chamberlain this week left 
Arsenal for potential title 
rivals Liverpool. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
at other big-name players 
who have left the Emirates 
Stadium to join the north 
London club’s Premier 
League rivals in recent years. 

EMMANUEL 

ADEBAYOR 


To Manchester City, July 
2009 

Signed from Monaco 
in January 2006, Togo 
international Adebayor went 
on to score plenty of goals for 
the Gunners. In total he hit 
62 goals in 142 appearances, 
including 30 goals in 40 starts 
during the 2007/08 season, 
before his relationship with 
the club soured. He departed 
for Manchester under a cloud 
and only made matters worse 
as he sprinted the full length 
of the pitch to celebrate in 
front of Arsenal’s fans after 
scoring in City’s 4-2 win 
soon after. Loan spells at 
Real Madrid and Tottenham 



Emmanuel Adebayor 


followed as his place came 
under threat from other new 
arrivals. 

KOLO TOURE 

To Manchester City, July 
2009 

Having joined Arsenal for 
a nominal fee in 2002, Toure 
went on to establish himself 
as one of the club’s first- 
choice central defenders and 
became an integral part of 
the 2003/4 Tnvincibles’ side. 
He won a second Premier 
League crown as part of 
the City side that pipped 
neighbours 

United to the title in 
2011/12 before later moving 
on to Liverpool and then 
Celtic. 

GAEL CLICHY 

To Manchester City, July 
2011 

Clichy had barely featured 
in the first team at Cannes 
before being spotted and 
signed by Arsenal in 2003. 
Starting out as a deputy to 
Ashley Cole, the French left- 
back would go on to establish 
himself in the side. 

Continued on facing page 
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Hampshire's T20 




HAMPSHIRE were back at T20 
Finals Day for a seventh time in 
eight years this weekend. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
back at how they have fared on 
previous visits. 

2010 

Semi final 

Beat Essex by six wickets 

Essex had started well with 
Mark Pettini (55) and Alistair 
Cook (38) putting on 79 in 8.5 
overs. 

But with Danny Briggs taking 
3-29, Hampshire did well to re¬ 
strict them to 156-7. 

Abdul Razzaq and Jimmy Ad¬ 
ams got the hosts’ reply off to a 
great start. 

Razzaq cracked 44 off 31 balls 
and Adams hit 34 off 32. 

Though James Vince only made 
15, Sean Ervine (21), Neil McKen¬ 
zie (19no) and Michael Carberry 
(17no) saw Hampshire to victory 
with two balls remaining. 

Final 

Beat Somerset by virtue of los¬ 
ing fewer wickets 

A thrilling finish under The 
Ageas Bowl lights - the game 
didn’t finish until 10.45pm - saw 
Hampshire win the T20 for the 
first time. 

Jimmy Adams, running for Dan 
Christian, scrambled a leg-bye off 
the final delivery of an incredible 
contest that tied the scores. 

Since Christian had also started 
running, Somerset missed their 
chance to grab an even more bi¬ 
zarre victory. 

It should have been straightfor¬ 
ward for Hampshire. With two 
overs to go, they needed 11 runs 
with seven wickets in hand - yet 
almost contrived to lose it. 

In the final over Craig Kieswet- 
ter had three shies at the stumps 
as desperate Hampshire batsmen 
scrambled byes, but he failed to 
hit them. 

Kieswetter had struck 71 as 
Somerset posted 173-6, with Jim¬ 
my Adams (34) and Abdul Razzaq 
(33) again giving Hampshire a 
solid start. 

Neil McKenzie would win man 
of the match for his 52 off 39 balls, 
while Sean Ervine was still there 
at the end unbeaten on 44 off 31 
deliveries. 

Hampshire finished with 173-5. 

2011 


Semi final 

Lost to Somerset in Super Over 
Remarkably, for the second year 
running, Hampshire and Somer¬ 


set finished a Finals Day encoun¬ 
ter with the same amount of runs. 

But this time the amount of 
wickets lost didn’t come into the 
equation. 

Shahid Afridi blazed 80 off 42 
balls - with six fours and five six¬ 
es - but no-one else scored more 
than 22 as Hampshire reached 134 
when rain cut short their innings 
after 15.5 overs. 

A Duckworth/Lewis Method 


calculation left Somerset needed 
95 runs to win off 10 overs. 

Amazingly, they ended on 94-6! 

The first ever Super Over on Fi¬ 
nals Day was a miserable one for 
Afridi. 

He conceded 16 runs to Craig 
Kieswetter and Jos Buttler, then 
was out for four when Alfonso 
Thomas only conceded five runs 
off his six balls. 

Hampshire’s grip on the silver¬ 


ware had been loosened. 

2012 

Semi final 

Beat Somerset by six wickets 

For the third year running, 
Hampshire faced Somerset on Fi¬ 
nals Day. 

This time, the scores weren’t 
level. 

Dimi Mascarenhas returned 
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superb figures of 2-11 off his four 
overs - including the key wicket 
of Marcus Trescothick - as Som¬ 
erset were restricted to 125-6. 

Craif Kieswetter scored an un¬ 
beaten 63, but it had taken him 58 
balls to do so. 

Hampshire lost Jimmy Adams 
and James Vince cheaply, but 
opener Michael Carberry’s 33 was 
built on by Sean Ervine (34 not 
out off 23 balls) and Simon Katich 


(32 not out off 30 balls). 

Final 

Beat Yorkshire by 10 runs. 

Hampshire held their nerve in 
the face of a blistering assault by 
South African David Miller to lift 
the T20 trophy for the second time 
in three seasons at the Swalec Sta¬ 
dium in Cardiff. 

The winners leant heavily on 
the experience of their veteran 


34-year-old skipper Dimi Mascar- 
enhas and 37-year-old overseas 
pair Neil McKenzie and Simon 
Katich. 

Hampshire posted 150-6 with 
Jimmy Adams top scoring with 
43 and James Vince adding 36 and 
Katich an unbeaten 25. 

Joe Root, Jonny Bairstow and 
Gary Ballance - three future Eng¬ 
land Test batsmen - all fell cheap¬ 
ly and Hampshire were looking 


good. 

That was before Miller lashed 
five fours and five sixes in a 46- 
ball 72 not out that raised York¬ 
shire hopes. 

But left-arm seamer Chris Wood 
bowled Richard Pyrah with the 
penultimate delivery and con¬ 
firmed their 10-run victory with 
the final ball by removing Azeem 
Rafiq to finish with 3-26. 

“That’s unbelievable,’ Wood 
said. “To be here three years in a 
row was a revelation in itself, but 
to win two years out of three is 
just unbelievable.” 

2013 

Semi final 

Lost to Surrey by four wickets 

Zander de Bruyn struck an un¬ 
beaten 40 as Surrey eased past 
Hampshire’s 142-9 total. 

Openers James Vince (13) and 
Michael Carberry (6) had fallen 
cheaply, before Sean Ervine’s 47 
off 32 balls boosted Hampshire’s 
tally. 

Glenn Maxwell, who had helped 
Hampshire reach Finals Day 12 
months earlier, hit 26 off 21 balls 
as Surrey defeated the holders 
with four balls to spare. 

2014 

Semi final 

Lost to Lancashire by 59 runs. 

It had all started so well for 
Hampshire, too. 

Will Smith dismissed Lanca¬ 
shire opener Tom Smith first ball 
and then snapped up the wicket 
of Australian Test batsman Us¬ 
man Khawaja. 

But from 3-2, the Red Rose 
county were rescued by Ashwell 
Prince (72) and Keith Brown (41) 
as they eventually posted 160-5. 

Opener James Vince went for a 
single in reply, but Jimmy Adams 
struck 53. 

Michael Carberry (10) was 
the only other batsman to reach 
double figures as Hampshire col¬ 
lapsed to 101 all out. 

Their last eight batsman scored 
just 33 runs between them. 

2015 

Semi final 

Lost to Lancashire by six wick¬ 
ets 

A repeat of the previous sea¬ 
son’s semi final ended with an¬ 
other Hampshire batting collapse 
and another defeat - their third 
semi final loss in a row. 

Opener James Vince hammered 
69 off 60 balls, but only opener 
Michael Carberry (13) and Owais 
Shah (12) made double figures as 
the county were routed for 115. 

The last seven batsmen mus¬ 
tered just 16 runs between them, 
with No 9 bat Danny Briggs the 
highest scoring among them with 
five. 

Lancashire comfortably won on 
119-4 with seven balls left, Keith 
Brown undefeated on 45. 


Arsenal stars 
join rivals 

from facing page 
Quick and up down the flank, 
Clichy made 264 appearances 
for the Gunners before City 
came calling. Two Premier 
League titles and six seasons 
later, he left on a free transfer 
to link up with Istanbul 
Basaksehir. 

SAMIR NASRI 

To Manchester City, August 
2011 

Then City boss Roberto 
Mancini returned to Arsenal 
to poach France midfielder 
Nasri as he built a side that 
went on to win the title. His 
departure from the Emirates 
Stadium was acrimonious 
but he was vindicated by the 
capture of two league crowns 
in three years at the Etihad 
Stadium. He fell out of favour 
under Pep Guardiola and 
spent much of last season on 
loan at Spanish side Sevilla 
before completing a cut-price 
move to Antalyaspor. 



Samir Nasri. right. 


ROBIN VAN PERSIE 

To Manchester United, 
August 2012 

The Dutch forward hit 
37 goals in 48 appearances 
for Arsenal in the 2011/12 
campaign - and it was that 
form which saw Sir Alex 
Ferguson set his sights on 
Van Persie. Having joined 
Arsenal from Feyenoord 
in 2004, Van Persie slowly 
developed into a lethal 
finisher only for Wenger to 
let him leave for Old Trafford 
for around £24million. He 
was an instant hit at United, 
firing Ferguson’s side to the 
title with 26 league goals 
before indifferent seasons 
under David Moyes and 
Louis van Gaal eventually 
saw him depart for 
Fenerbahce. 

Alex Oxlade 
-Chamberlain 

Scored just nine league 
goals in six full seasons for 
Arsenal - fro 68 starts and 
64 sub appearances. That 
was the same amount of 
League 1 goals he had scored 
for Saints in 27 starts plus a 
further nine off the bench. 
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5 things you 
can't miss in 
the racing 
week... 

JUST CHAMPION 

Irish Champions Weekend is 
simply unmissable. Two days of 
high-octane racing at Leopardstown 
and the Curragh, featuring five 
Group Ones, can surely never 
disappoint. 

Aidan O’Brien perhaps holds the 
key to the entire meeting, with the 
likes of Churchill (Irish Champion 
Stakes), Order Of St George (Irish 
Leger), Winter (Matron Stakes) and 
The Pentagon (National Stakes) all 
in the frame for the big races. 

SUPER SPRINT 

Haydock’s 32Red Sprint Cup is 
always great fun as some of the 
sharpest sprinters in town touch 
base on Merseyside. Quiet 
Reflection did the business 12 
months ago for the Karl Burke 
operation and this season’s renewal 
looks bang up to scratch. 

Harry Angel, Brando and The Tin 
Man are all in contention, while 
Limato is also sure to have many 
followers. Let battle commence. 

NO TRIAL AND ERROR 

Arc Trials Day at Chantilly on 
Sunday will be fantastic. Hopes and 
dreams will either be polarised or 
shattered at the Parisian circuit as a 
raft of cosmopolitan horses state 
their intentions for the big one in 
early October. 

Races like the Prix du Moulin and 
the Prix Vermeille will almost 
certainly have a strong British 
representation, but the Group Two 
Prix Niel could be of most interest if 
John Gosden takes the plunge with 
brilliant York winner Cracksman. 

KEMPTON KINGS 

Kempton puts on a fine Saturday 
card, with the main event being the 
September Stakes. 

The Group Three over a mile and a 
half is growing in popularity and is a 
happy hunting ground for Sir 
Michael Stoute, who took his tally to 
six triumphs with Arab Spring 12 
months ago. 

Jack Hobbs popped up on the 
winner’s rostrum two years ago, 
while Saeed bin Suroor is also a fan, 
having claimed victory three times 
since 2009. 

POOLE PARTY 

Salisbury punters are in for a treat 
on Thursday as the traps rip open 
for the Group Three Dick Poole 
Fillies’ Stakes return. Upgraded 
from Listed to Group Three status in 
2014, the six-furlong speed test for 
juveniles is always worth watching. 

Connections of several sharp 
fillies have already thrown their hat 
into the ring, but Nezwaah could be 
particularly interesting if she turns 
up after having finished fourth in the 
Yorkshire Oaks. 

FIXTURES 

(FLAT in capitals) 

Monday: BRIGHTON, RIPON, WINDSOR 
Tuesday: GOODWOOD, HAMILTON, Hex¬ 
ham, KEMPTON 

Wednesday: CHEPSTOW, KEMPTON, 

LINGFIELD, Southwell 

Thursday: CHELMSFORD (evening), HAY- 

DOCK, SALISBURY, Sedgefield 

Friday: ASCOT, HAYDOCK, KEMPTON 

(evening, MUSSELBURGH (evening), 

NEWCASTLE 

Saturday: ASCOT (ITV), HAYDOCK (ITV), 
KEMPTON (ITV), Stratford, THIRSK, WOL¬ 
VERHAMPTON (evening) 

Sunday: Fontwell, YORK 
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Hants' route to 


Simon 

Carter 



HAMPSHIRE host Lancashire at 
Newclose on the Isle of Wight in 
next week’s 2nd XI Championship 
play-off final. 

Hampshire qualified by win¬ 
ning their South qualifying 
group, with skipper Will Smith 
leading from the front with three 
centuries. 

There were many other impres¬ 
sive individual performances, 
though, and here the Sports Pink 
looks at Hampshire’s route to the 
final, which starts on September 
5. 

v Sussex, Ageas Bowl 

Won by seven wickets 

Skipper Will Smith struck an 
unbeaten century as Hampshire 
started the 2nd XI Championship 
season in style. 

But all-rounder Chris Wood was 
one of the main performers in the 
victory 

After Reece Topley had taken 
2-37 to help bowl Sussex out for 
231, Hampshire collapsed to 88-6 
before Wood came in at No 8 and 
smacked 75. 

Hampshire still trailed by 13 
runs on first innings, but Mason 
Crane (5-77) and Wood (4-34) then 
bowled Sussex out for 186. 

Smith (108no) and Fraser Hay 
(47) took Hampshire to a comfort¬ 
able win that had appeared un¬ 
likely at one stage. 

v Essex, Ageas Bowl 

Won by six wickets 

Ian Holland turned in a remark¬ 
able all-round display on his de¬ 
but as Hampshire claimed a sec¬ 
ond straight win. 

Holland struck 106 and 89 and 
took nine wickets as the hosts 
won despite conceding a first in¬ 
nings lead of 55. 

Coming on at first change, Hol¬ 
land bagged 5-46 as Essex were 
bowled out for 349. 

Then, batting at No 3, the South 
Wilts all-rounder hit a century be¬ 
fore captain Will Smith declared 
on 294-9. 

Opening the bowling second 
time round, Holland took 4-90 and 
Brad Taylor 3-66 as Essex were 
dismissed for 243. 

That left Hampshire almost 300 
for victory, and for the second 
game running Smith struck a cen¬ 
tury - this time 136 - as the hosts 
chased their target. 

That was after Smith’s opening 
partner, Ben Duggan, had been 
dismissed first ball. 

Holland weighed in with 89 off 
96 balls - with 15 boundaries - 



while Fraser Hay was 41 not out. 

V Glamorgan, 

May's Bounty 

Drawn 

Former Essex seam bowler 
Matt Salisbury took 4-50 on his 
Hampshire 2nd XI debut in a rain- 
affected draw 

After Glamorgan made 287 all 
out, Hampshire were bowled out 
for 185. And they were indebted to 
Scotland international Chris Sole 


- who hit 59 off 39 balls batting at 
No 9 - for sparing them a much 
lower total. 

There was only time left for 
Glamorgan to reach 28-0 in their 
second innings. 

v Kent, Canterbury 

Won by 10 wickets 

Will Smith scored his third cen¬ 
tury in four 2nd XI Championship 
games while Ian Holland struck 
his second in three matches as 


Hampshire romped to victory. 

Holland compiled 192 - with 23 
fours and two sixes - and Smith 
added 130 as Hampshire rattled 
up 553-8 declared. 

Hampshire loanee Joe Weather- 
ley was facing his parent county, 
but he made only 37 before falling 
victim to Matt Salisbury (5-82) as 
Kent were dismissed for 164. 

Asked to follow on, they would 
easily have lost by an innings but 
for No 7 batsman Gerasimos Fa- 
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the 2nd XI final 


seven points of Sebastian Vettel’s 
championship lead following his 
hard-fought victory in Belgium last 
Sunday. 

The Formula One circus now 
heads to Monza, for the Italian 
Grand Prix, and the first of three 
back-to-back races in the concluding 
half of the season. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the 
key statistics and trivia ahead of the 
13th round of the year, and the last 
to be staged in Europe. 


Key GP stats 

Lewis Hamilton moved to within 



Will Smith, main picture, has scored three 2nd XI Championship 
fpnfiiries-thi? sum mer^Ujouriderlan Holl and, above left, ha§ 
produced some great displays with bat and ball, while Matt Sali: 
left, has taken numerous wickets. 


touros to belt 121 in a total of 394 
(Salisbury 4-49, Asher Hart 3-30). 

The South African’s knock at 
least forced Hampshire to bat 
again, but they only needed seven 
for victory and openers Jimmy 
Adams and Tom Alsop obliged in 
two overs. 

v MCC Uni, Horsham 

Drawn 

Hampshire fielded an inter¬ 
national new ball attack in the 


shape of Fidel Edwards and Reece 
Topley. 

The West Indian bagged 4-42 
while Topley returned 4-20 off 15 
overs as the MCC were dismissed 
for 213. 

Skipper Will Smith top scored 
with 81 while there was another 
breezy innings down at No 9 from 
Chris Sole, who this time struck 
75 off 53 balls. 

Tom Alsop hit 50 but Michael 
Carberry - this was a fairly 


strong Hampshire side! - only 
managed 19. 

The students reached 172-4 in 
their second innings. 

v Sussex, loW 

Drawn 

Brad Taylor (3-6), Asher Hart 
(3-19) and Brad Wheal (3-35) en¬ 
joyed themselves as Sussex were 
routed for 93 in their first innings 
at Newclose. 

Hampshire’s batsmen also 


struggled, however, with No 8 Ben 
Duggan’s 30 the highest score in 
the hosts’ 202 all out reply. 

Taylor took 3-17 as Sussex 
reached 175-6 in their second in¬ 
nings. 

v Gloucs, Bristol 

Won by five wickets 

Tom Alsop was Hampshire’s 
century-making star as they de¬ 
feated Gloucestershire by five 
wickets. 

Opening the innings, he struck 
106 not out as the county chased 
their target of 248 - Ian Holland 
(43) and Felix Organ (36) provid¬ 
ing support. 

Holland had earlier taken 4-58 
as Gloucestershire reach 289 in 
their first innings. 

Calvin Dickinson (43), Fraser 
Hay (39) and Alsop (38) helped 
Hampshire get to within two runs 
of their hosts before losing their 
last wicket. 

Chris Sole’s 3-58 was the bowl¬ 
ing highlight when Gloucester¬ 
shire declared their second in¬ 
nings at 245-7. 

v Middlesex, 

Ageas Bowl 

Matt Salisbury bagged 4-12 as 
Middlesex were shot out for 82 in 
their first innings. 

Included in that haul were the 
wickets of two former England 
Test openers - Nick Compton (for 
3) and Sam Robson (for 9). 

Hampshire had earlier made 
177 with Calvin Dickinson top 
scoring with 60 and Jimmy Ad¬ 
ams hitting 48. 

Adams starred in Hampshire’s 
second innings, hitting 105 in a 
total of 302-8. 

Youngsters Felix Organ (38) and 
Tom Scriven (37) also impressed 
before Brad Taylor came in lower 
down the order to belt 48 off 24 
balls. 

v Somerset, Taunton 

Lost by an innings 

A remarkable first innings col¬ 
lapse contributed to Hampshire’s 
innings defeat - their first loss of 
the 2nd XI Championship cam¬ 
paign. 

Replying to Somerset’s 280 
(Chris Sole 4-60), Hampshire ca¬ 
pitulated to 12-6, 23-7 and 31-8. 

That they eventually mustered 
92 all out was down mainly to No 
6 bat Asher, who hit 51 - that after 
four of the first five batsmen were 
out for a duck. 

Following on, Hampshire fared 
little better. Openers Tom Alsop 
(24) and Sole (23) top scored as 
they were bowled out for 138. 


• Lewis Hamilton held off 
Sebastian Vettel’s challenge at Spa- 
Francorchamps to win on his 200th 
appearance. Michael Schumacher 
(2004 Spanish Grand Prix) and 
Jenson Button (2011 Hungarian 
Grand Prix) celebrated their double 
tons with a victory, too. 

• Hamilton can surpass 
Schumacher’s all-time pole record 
(68) on Saturday. And the Briton has 
impressed at Monza in recent years 
having been on pole at the so-called 
Temple of Speed for the past three 
seasons. 

• Indeed, Hamilton will set a 
record six Italian Grand Prix poles if 
he secures top spot in qualifying. He 
is currently level with Ayrton Senna 
and Juan Manuel Fangio on five. 

• Hamilton and Vettel both have 
three victories at Monza, which is 


the most of the current grid, but two 
short of Schumacher’s record. 

• Ferrari are the most successful 
team at Monza with 18 victories. 
Fernando Alonso was the last Ferrari 
driver to win the team’s home race 
after his Italian Grand Prix triumph 
back in 2010. 

• Alonso may be enduring a 
miserable time at McLaren, but no 
current driver has recorded more 
podium finishes at Monza than his 
six. 

• In Hamilton’s last nine races his 
only podium finishes have been 
victories (Spain, Canada Great 
Britain and Belgium). 

• Meanwhile, only Hamilton and 
Vettel (both 12) have more finishes 
in the points this season than 
Esteban Ocon (11), who crossed the 
line in ninth at the Belgian Grand 
Prix despite his collision with Force 
India team-mate Sergio Perez. 

• The Frenchman has also 
finished in 21 consecutive grands 
prix, which is only four short of Max 
Chilton’s record (25). 

• The Italian GP has featured on 
every FI schedule since the 
championship’s first season in 1950. 



Lewis Hamilton 
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It's U19s 
finals day- 
weather 
permitting 

IT’S Hampshire Under-19 
Club T20 finals at New 
Milton’s Fernhill ground 
tomorrow - if the event 
avoids the rain! 

The 10.30 morning semi¬ 
finals feature St Cross 
Symondians against Fair 
Oak, and 2016 cup winners 
Bournemouth v Sarisbury 
Athletic. 

With Hampshire 
Academy captain Felix 
Organ at the helm and 
a side containing Harry 
Came and Billy Mead, 

St Cross are arguably 
favourites, but had 
Calmore Sports been 
able to catch in Monday’s 
Loperwood Park quarter¬ 
final it might have been a 
different story. 

Charlie Gwynn is 
Fair Oak’s stand-out 
player alongside Fletcha 
Middleton, while 
Bournemouth are a bit 
of an unknown quantity, 
having played only one 
group game. 

The much sought 
after Oli Southon will 
look to catch the eye for 
Sarisbury Athletic, who 
are captained by Jordan 
Wright. 

The final is at 2.30pm. 

Basingstoke & 

North Hants, who lost 
last season’s final to 
Bournemouth, won the 
Berkshire U19 Cup with 
an easy win over Cookham 
Dean, whom they bowled 
out for 84. Max Harsham 
(35) and Joe Oates (25 not 
out) - after taking three 
late wickets - polished off 
the runs. 

Morton's 

silverware 

A NEW trophy cabinet 
wasn’t on Tom Morton’s 
wedding gift list when he 
got married a few weeks 
ago - but he needs one 
now! 

Having played for South 
Wilts in four successive 
Southern Premier League 
championship winning 
sides (and captained two of 
them), Morton now has two 
more medals to treasure. 

In only his second 
season in West London, 
he has steered Ealing to 
the prestigious Middlesex 
County League title. 

Typically, he did it 
leading from the front, 
leading the MCL averages 
with 744 runs, which 
included one century and 
four fifties. 


PORTSMOUTH & Southsea will 
be back in the Southern Premier 
League next season after a three- 
year absence - as will Lyming¬ 
ton II, who were relegated just 12 
months ago. 

The pair finished champions 
and runners-up, respectively, in 
County Division 1 this season. 

Who they’ll replace won’t be 
known until after today’s final 
round of Premier League match¬ 
es. 

Hursley Park are down, for 
sure, but either Alton II, Fawley 
or Purbrook could tumble with 
them. 

Pre-season favourites P & S, pic¬ 
tured, wrapped up the title they’d 
previously won in 2012 with a 
nervy three-wicket win over St 
Cross Symondians II. 

An unbroken 120-run stand be¬ 
tween Kevin Lockwood (61) and 
Steve Berryman (58) helped St 
Cross post a tricky 230-3 (Kevin 
Neave 58). 

P & S slipped to 22-2, but pow¬ 
ered into pole position through a 
147-run stand between Matt and 
Tom Benfield in only 26 overs. 

Matt thumped four sixes and 
12 fours in his 111, while Tom hit 
55 - but after they were out, P & 
S wobbled and lost a further five 
wickets before Tom Farnworth’s 


timely 18 not out got them home. 

Apart from the players them¬ 
selves, no one will be more 
pleased with P & S’s success than 
Ray Benfield and Keith Ward, 
who have laboured hard to get St 
James’s Park in really good nick. 

Lymington II and Longparish, 
who finished immediately behind 
them, were the two sides who beat 
P & S this season. 

Lymington closed five points 
behind after Tom Atkins (68) and 
Jack Roberts (86) top scored in a 
246-9 fest at Hook & Newnham Ba¬ 
sics II (112). 

Longparish were dealt a harsh 
blow when their penultimate 
match with relegated Sarisbury 
Athletic II was washed out. And 
how they suffered. 

The final cut saw them fin¬ 
ish third, 11 points behind P & S 


and five adrift of Lymington - a 
deficit that, in all probability, 
wouldn’t have occurred had that 
game at Allotment Road not been 
washed out. 

Parish laboured to beat 
Rowledge II, who did so well to 
avoid relegation, having looked 
odd-on favourites for the drop 
most of the season. 

With Joe Swan making 58, they 
made 147 (Scott Sturt 4-33) at 
Longparish, who looked like los¬ 
ing until Alex Coetzee (32) and 
James Bevan (21) came together 
at the end. 

Fareham & Crofton took the 
‘best of the rest’ credits, thrash¬ 
ing nine-man Ventnor II by 120 
runs at Steephill, where retired 
Surgeon Captain Chris Kershaw 
creditably helped boost the dwin¬ 
dling personnel. 

Chris, now into his 70s, did won¬ 
derful medical work in his time 
at Gosport’s RN Haslar hospital 
and probably thought he’d be 
required to administer first aid 
as Fareham piled up 311-6, with 
Luke Watson (135) scoring a maid¬ 
en County 1 century. 

To their credit, the Ventnor nine 
didn’t give up - 16 year old Ben 
Attrill, who captained, conceding 
only 37 runs off his ten overs of 
off-spin. 

Phil Mew (44) and Cameron Bar¬ 
tlett (36) top scored in Ventnor’s 
191 - a leg weary Chris Kershaw 
being run out before retiring to 
the bar, always cheerful, beer in 
one hand and ready for a chat ! 


Great bloke. 

On a more serious note, it cost 
Fareham (as it does every island 
visitor) £300 or more to make the 
trip to the island - and ask more 
questions of Ventnor whether 
they can seriously sustain their 
second and third teams in the 
Hampshire League. 

It’s certainly been a challeng¬ 
ing season for the island club, 
who have worked so hard to reach 
their current status, only now to 
be struggling to field 11 players. 

Robert Smith (87) and James 
Forrest (5-50) caught the eye as 
Ropley (212-8) swept aside OTs & 
Romsey (139), while Burridge II 
chased down Shrewton’s 189 to 
win by four wickets. 

Newly wed Ben Wadmore was 
the only Ryde player to have 
much to smile about after Bish¬ 
ops Waltham had piled up 256-8 to 
beat the islanders’ by 114 runs. 

Harry McGhee (77), Andy Wake- 
ly (69) and Harry Barrett (55) all 
made half-centuries for Bishops, 
but the 37 runs Wadmore scored 
may have clinched the County 1 
batting prize above Matt Benfield 
and Longparish’s Will de Cani. 

United Services saved them¬ 
selves from relegation with a six- 
wicket win over Sarisbury Athlet¬ 
ic (194-7), but New Milton became 
the third side to drop when they 
lost by 34 runs at Hythe & Dibden. 

The Watersiders posted 184 
(Inam Agha 45) before removing 
the Green & Golds forl50 (Oli 
Nicholls 54). 



Champions: Portsmouth & Southsea: Standing (from left): Ollie Kanavan, Tom Benfield, Mike Patey, Jake Peach, Jono Willey, Matt Smith, Paul Barsby 
(coach). Seated: Matt Benfield, Steve Clements, Keiron Dunstan, Tom Farnworth, Ben Saunders. 

Champions P&S back 
in Southern Premier 
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Divisions down to 
wire on final day 


ALL four championships, along 
with three promotions and sev¬ 
eral relegation issues were set to 
go to the wire as the curtain came 
down on the British Gas Southern 
Premier League season today. 

Havant will be crowned Premier 
Division champions for a second 
consecutive season if they picked 
up 18 points from today’s visit to 
Lymington. 

But South Wilts, who were 
bowled off the top by a Stuart 
Ransley inspired century last 
week, still harboured mathemati¬ 
cal hopes of regaining the title 
they won four times between 2012 
and 2015. 

If Havant lost and South Wilts 
garnered a 22-point maximum at 
St Cross Symondians, then there 
would have been a dramatic late 
twist in the tail. 

But if Havant and South Wilts 
both lost, Bashley (Rydal) could 
slip in via the tradesman’s back 
entrance and still the crown - al¬ 
beit very unlikely. 


Mike 

Yimpany 


At the other end of the table, 
Andover were all set to vacate 
the Premier Division berth they 
effectively nicked from Hook 
& Newnham Basics when rain 
lashed down and washed out eve¬ 
rything at tea-time 12 months ago 
to the day. 

Resoundingly thumped at Bash- 
ley last week, Andover needed to 
annihilate New Milton today and 
for Alton to be battered at Bur- 
ridge. 

The Division 1 promotion race 
is full of intrigue - and likely to be 
played out in the Premier League 
management committee room. 

Calmore Sports were all set to 
clinch the title today - five points 
off Portsmouth would do it - but 
whether they pass the SPL’s ac¬ 


creditation test is the big ques¬ 
tion. 

They needed an enhanced ‘sil¬ 
ver with gold potential’ accredita¬ 
tion tag to be eligible for promo¬ 
tion. They are currently graded 
‘silver.’ 

This season’s ground and youth 
markings (due to be released in 
two weeks time) will determine 
their fate. 

If the door is slammed in Cal- 
more’s face, then Basingstoke & 
North Hants, Bournemouth and 
Hook & Newnham Basics were in 
the queue. 

With Hook playing Basingstoke 
today, any of three could finish 
runners-up ... 

Rowledge were all but down 
from SPL1, alongside Tichborne 
Park, with OTs & Romsey and 
Hartley Wintney up. 

But the Division 2 title went to a 
head-to-head, with the winners of 
the OTs-Hartley Wintney joust on 
the historic 1760 village green set 
to become champions. 


Hambledon lost their SPL2 slot 
several weeks ago, but South 
Wilts II have fought tooth and nail 
with Trojans to avoid the second 
trap door spot. 

South Wilts had won six of 
their last eight games prior to to¬ 
day’s Bemerton visit by St Cross 
Symondians II, but were unable 
to shake off Trojans, who took a 
five-point lead to Langley Manor. 

Three points at May’s Bounty 
would see Waterlooville crowned 
Division 3 champions, but Basing¬ 
stoke & North Hants II had to win 
to get the second promotion place. 

If they failed, Bashley (Rydal) 
II were waiting in the wings - but 
they had to win at Purbrook, nev¬ 
er an easy task. 

Hursley Park finished bottom 
and will play Hampshire League 
cricket next term - the Premier 
League has lost a great facility in 
The Quarters - while Fawley and 
Alton II were scrapping until the 
last minute to avoid joining them 
in County 1 next season. 



Willocks' stand pushes Hook to final win 



Kevin Poulter. 


NICK (left) and Rich Willocks shared 
an unbroken fourth-wicket stand to 
sweep Hook & Newnham Basics to a 
comprehensive win over Basingstoke 
& North Hants in the Guy Jewell Cup 
final at May’s Bounty. 

Nick hit 41, including a six to 
clinch the victory, and brother Rich 
26 not out as Hook cruised past 
Basingstoke’s disappointing 104-8. 

Hook captain Ben Thane said “Our 
bowling and fielding won us the game 
as we limited Basingstoke to 104 and 
then knocked them off in 12 overs.” 

Kevin Poulter took 2-19, conceding 
only two runs off the power over, to 
win the man-of-the-match award. 



Tom wants 
to keep it 
together 

DELIGHTED by his side’s 
fourth place finish in 
the Hampshire League, 
skipper Tom Kent has 
stressed the importance 
of his young Fareham 
& Crofton side staying 
together and launching a 
County Division One title 
challenge, possibly as early 
as next season. 

Fourth is Fareham’s 
highest placing since they 
physically won County 1 in 
2007 and earned promotion 
to the Southern Premier 
League Division 3 for a 
four-year stay until 2011. 

“Our aim at the outset 
was to improve on last 
season when we were 
seventh, so to climb to 
fourth place was very 
pleasing indeed,” reckoned 
Fareham captain Tom 
Kent, pictured in action. 

“We achieved fourth spot 
with a side with an average 
age of 22 years, probably 
the youngest in County 1.” 

Fareham lost their 
opening two matches, 
but then won ten of their 
next 13 games, promoted 
runners-up Lymington II 
and Longparish being the 
only sides to beat them 
during the second half of 
the season. 

“Now, if we want to 
progress, its essential we 
all stay together - and 
continue to move onwards 
and upwards,” Kent 
continued. 

“Some of the younger 
lads are bound to get other 
offers this winter. We will 
always support the careers 
of any young prospects, 
but hope they stay put and 
establish themselves in 
County Division 1 first. 

“Virtually all the side 
has come up through the 
colts section and it would 
be fantastic if they were to 
remain at Bath Lane and 
see the club move up into a 
higher league next year.” 

Kent, at 22 years old 
CDl’s youngest captain, 
points out that Fareham’s 
improvement on the 
playing field this season 
has coincided with 
extensive enhancements to 
their Bath Lane ground. 

“We’ve a smashing 
pavilion and clubhouse, 
good net practice facilities 
and a great spirit in the 
club. It’s a superb venue 
now alongside the water,” 
he added. 

“We want to move on 
from here and if we can 
add one or two new faces to 
the crop of players we’ve 
got the outlook is very 
promising.” 
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be focused PSG confident over 


fair play investigation 


France's Kylian Mbappe is now a PSG player after transferring from Monaco on a season-long loan. 


- Wenger 

ARSENE Wenger believes 
Alexis Sanchez will be 
“100 per cent” committed 
to Arsenal despite the 
collapse of his proposed 
deadline-day move to 
Manchester City - a 
transfer the Frenchman 
says “was not very close” 
to taking place in any case. 

Sanchez’s future was 
one of the main talking 
points heading into the 
final day of the transfer 
window on Thursday, with 
the Chile forward, whose 
contract with Arsenal runs 
out next year, having been 
linked with a move to City 
throughout the summer. 

City reportedly made 
two late offers for Sanchez, 
including one worth up 
to £60million, but no 
transfer was forthcoming 
as Arsenal failed in their 
own last-minute attempt to 
sign Thomas Lemar from 
Monaco. 

It is understood Arsenal 
were only prepared to 
let Sanchez leave if they 
managed to recruit a 
replacement, but when 
their llth-hour offer for 
Lemar - worth a reported 
club-record £92million - 
failed then they opted to 
keep hold of last season’s 
leading scorer. 

Sanchez will now return 
to the Gunners to see 
out the final year of his 
contract, and Wenger is 
sure the 28-year-old will 
continue to give his all for 
the cause. 

Asked if he felt Sanchez 
would be 100 per cent 
committed to Arsenal, 
Wenger told beIN Sports: 
“100 per cent. I have no 
doubt about that.” 

Wenger also revealed 
that Sanchez’s proposed 
transfer to the Etihad was 
some way off coming to 
fruition in the end. 

He said: “It was not very 
close. It’s very difficult 
for me to speak about that 
because what I want now 
is the player to focus on his 
career, on his season and 
on Arsenal football club. 

“I spoke before about 
integrity and values, and 
I always think first: make 
sure my commitment is at 
the level that it is expected 
from people who pay me 
and have confidence in me, 
and I think on the player’s 
side it is exactly the same.” 

He added of what took 
place on transfer deadline 
day: “I cannot tell you 
everything that happened 
because after when you 
decide to let a player of 
that calibre go you need to 
replace him.” 


PARIS St Germain are “very con¬ 
fident” they will be able to comply 
with UEFA’s Financial Fair Play 
rules after the governing body 
opened an investigation into the 
club. 

UEFA will take a close look at 
the big-spending Ligue 1 side over 
possible breaches of FFP in the 
wake of their signings of Neymar 
and Kylian Mbappe. 

But PSG say they are “sur¬ 
prised” by UEFA’s decision and 
have “always operated with total 
transparency”. 

PSG smashed the world trans¬ 
fer record when they paid the 
£198million release clause in Bra¬ 
zilian superstar Neymar’s Barce¬ 
lona contract. 

They followed it up by recruit¬ 
ing another of the world’s most 
highly sought-after players, 
Mbappe, on a season-long loan 
deal from French champions Mo¬ 
naco on Thursday. 

That deal comes with what 
was described as an option - but 
is thought to be an obligation 
- to then purchase the player 
next summer for a fee of around 
£166million, which would cur¬ 
rently be the second-highest fee 
ever paid for a player. 

UEFA’s FFP regulations were 
introduced by its former presi¬ 
dent Michel Platini in a bid to 
ensure clubs lived within their 
means and only spent in propor¬ 
tion to their revenue. 

PSG said in a statement: “Paris 
St Germain takes note of the deci¬ 
sion of the UEFA Financial Fair 
Play panel to immediately ensure 
that the Paris club’s accounts as 
of 30 June 2018 comply with the 
fair play criteria for the 2017/2018 
season. 

“The club is surprised by the 
news, as it has constantly kept 
the UEFA Financial Fair Play 
teams informed of the impact of 
all player operations carried out 
this summer when they were not 
obliged to do so. 

“The club is very confident in 
its ability to demonstrate that it 
will fully comply with Financial 
Fair Play rules for the fiscal year 
2017/2018. 

“It points out it has always oper¬ 
ated with total transparency with 
the European football authori¬ 
ties, with whom it has developed 
a relationship of trust over the 
last six years, demonstrating its 
utmost respect for the institu¬ 
tion.” 

PSG, owned since 2011 by Qatar 
Sports Investments, said that their 
deputy managing director Jean- 
Claude Blanc met UEFA officials 
from the FFP team on August 23 
and spent more than three hours 
explaining how the signings of 
Neymar and Mbappe, which had 


been in the pipeline well before 
the deal was announced, would 
comply with the rules. 

The club hierarchy held talks 
with UEFA again on Thursday. 

PSG said it has “highly signifi¬ 
cant player assets” which could 
generate “very significant” reve¬ 
nues in the January and summer 
transfer windows in 2018. 

This summer they have sold 
Serge Aurier to Tottenham for 
£23million, while Blaise Matuidi 
joined Juventus for an initial 
£18million. 

PSG added that the club had 
shown they had the “capacity 
to grow their income exponen¬ 
tially” and said they anticipated 
a 20-40 per cent increase in in¬ 
come from international revenue, 


sponsorship, merchandise, ticket 
sales, TV rights, prize money and 
tours. 

“In the interests of dialogue 
and transparency, the club will 
continue their exchanges with 
UEFA in the coming days and 
will, as usual, respond to each of 
the questions raised by the Eu¬ 
ropean body,” the PSG statement 
added. 

UEFA announced its investiga¬ 
tion earlier on Friday. 

It said in a statement: ‘’The in¬ 
vestigatory chamber of the UEFA 
Club Financial Control Body has 
opened a formal investigation 
into Paris St Germain as part of 
its ongoing monitoring of clubs 
under Financial Fair Play (FFP) 
regulations. 


‘’The investigation will focus 
on the compliance of the club 
with the break-even requirement, 
particularly in light of its recent 
transfer activity. 

‘Tn the coming months, the in¬ 
vestigatory chamber of the UEFA 
Club Financial Control Body will 
regularly meet in order to care¬ 
fully evaluate all documentation 
pertaining to this case. 

‘’UEFA considers Finan¬ 
cial Fair Play to be a crucial 
governance mechanism which 
aims to ensure the financial sus¬ 
tainability of European club foot¬ 
ball. 

‘’UEFA will make no fur¬ 
ther comments on this matter 
while the investigation is ongo¬ 
ing.” 
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Southgate - we 
need to stay calm 


GARETH Southgate understood 
why England fans aired their frus¬ 
trations during his side’s uncon¬ 
vincing win in Malta, but pointed 
out that “free-flowing champagne 
football” is rarely associated with 
qualifiers. 

World Cup qualification re¬ 
mains in the Three Lions’ hands 
after a 4-0 - including a goal by 
Saints’ Ryan Bertrand - win at 
the Ta’ Qali National Stadium, 
which kept their two-point cush¬ 
ion at the top of Group F intact 
ahead of Monday’s crunch clash 
with second-placed Slovakia. 

Southgate’s men will need to up 
their game at Wembley after put¬ 
ting in a largely-underwhelming 
display against the side ranked 
joint 190th in the world, behind 
the likes of American Samoa, the 
Cook Islands, Brunei and Bangla¬ 
desh. 

Harry Kane’s second-half strike 
was followed by a late flurry of 
goals as Bertrand and Danny Wel- 
beck scored before the Tottenham 
striker completed a flattering 4-0 
win against Malta, who made life 
particularly tough for the visitors 
during a goalless first half. 

England’s lack of inspiration 
and verve led many of the 3,700 
travelling fans to repeat a foul- 
mouthed chant before a smatter¬ 
ing of boos greeted the half-time 
whistle. 

“Look, I think we have to accept 
that,” head coach Southgate said 
of that disquiet. 

“I’ve played in nights like this 
and I’ve watched England on 
nights like this, and if you don’t 
get a couple of early goals the at¬ 
mosphere can turn. 

“But that’s part of wearing the 
shirt, we’ve got to be able to deal 
with that. 

“We spoke before the game that 
if Germany were playing here, 
we’d probably look at the score 
and see 4-0 or something like that 
and think they’ve done a profes¬ 
sional job. 

“In the end, that’s what we’ve 
done in the end. It has taken a 
while to get the goals, but that’s 
a consequence of dominating the 
game, over 70 per cent possession. 

“Yeah, you’d like to open them 
up a bit more, but there isn’t space 
to play against them, they’re 5-4-1, 
there’s very little space to play. 

“When we got the ball into the 
areas that we’d worked on during 
the week, we managed to do that. 

“I understand all of the reaction 
that we’ll get, but we have to stay 
focused as a group and Monday’s 
game will be completely differ¬ 
ent.” 

Put to Southgate it is very rare 


Saints' Ryan Bertrand celebrates scoring his side's second goal of the game with Jordan Henderson. 


for England supporters to turn on 
their team in such a way, he said: 
“Well, I’ve seen it happen. 

“From our point of view, we 
have to focus on sticking to the 
plan, staying calm. 

“I understand why (it happened) 
and I understand if we don’t score 
until late, the game feels different 
for everybody. 

“But I’ve played in so many 
qualifiers and watched so many 
qualifiers, and I don’t remember 
many of them being free-flow¬ 
ing champagne football. It just 
hasn’t happened, especially when 
there’s no space to play. 

“You have got to work your way 
into the opportunities. 


“I’m a really pleased with what 
the players have done because 
they’ve kept their focus, kept 
calm, they haven’t taken on ridic¬ 
ulous shots from outside the box, 
which I have seen us do, which re¬ 
lieves the pressure. 

“In the end, the build-up of pres¬ 
sure opposition mounts and you 
get your goals.” 

Southgate said it was a “privi¬ 
lege” to work with Kane after his 
attacking impact at the end of a 
day when former England captain 
Wayne Rooney dominated the 
agenda after being charged with 
drink driving. 

Asked if he had been in contact 
with the forward, Southgate sim¬ 


ply replied: “No. I’ve been totally 
focused on today’s match.” 

It was a game in which the 
scoreline did not reflect the play, 
albeit Malta’s head coach had no 
arguments with the end result. 

“What can I say? England de¬ 
served to win, of course,” Pietro 
Ghedin said. 

“We lost concentration after the 
first goal, and we were dead phys¬ 
ically. We didn’t stay in the pitch. 
We were out. 

“I was happy with the first half, 
but the game is 90 minutes, not 45. 

“England are a very strong team 
who play for 90 minutes in front 
of our defenders. They deserved 
to win.” 


A lot to 
improve - 
Henderson 

ENGLAND captain 
Jordan Henderson felt 
it was a “professional 
performance” which 
eventually broke down a 
stubborn Malta side before 
a late flurry secured a 4-0 
win, but accepts there is 
still “a lot to improve on”. 

The Three Lions 
struggled to create 
clear openings during 
a stultifying first half 
against a team ranked 
190th in the world. 

Tottenham forward 
Harry Kane eventually 
broke the deadlock for 
his first goal of the new 
season, before Ryan 
Bertrand, substitute 
Danny Welbeck and Kane 
stretched the advantage 
late on. 

It marked a first away 
win for new England boss 
Gareth Southgate, who will 
now regroup his squad 
ahead of Monday night’s 
clash at Wembley against 
Slovakia, who are two 
points behind in Group F. 

Liverpool midfielder 
Henderson said on ITVI: 
“They were difficult to 
break down in the first 
half and we were taking 
chances where maybe 
we didn’t need to - but to 
break them down you have 
to do that. 

“At half-time we knew 
we had to keep going 
and persevering, and 
thankfully we managed to 
get some good goals in the 
end.” 

Henderson added: “Of 
course we have got a lot to 
improve on and will look 
back on the performance 
tomorrow and the day 
after - but I thought 
it was a professional 
performance. 

“We were solid at the 
back, kept persevering and 
managed to get the goals 
in the end, so there are a 
lot of positives to come 
out of it, as well as a lot of 
improvements as well.” 

Kane felt England could 
reflect on a job well done in 
the end. 

“When you come away 
to a place like this, it was 
never going to be easy from 
the start, but we knew if 
we kept moving it, then 
the chances would come 
and 4-0 is a good result,” 
he said. 

“They put all the men 
behind the ball so you have 
to make sure your chances 
are spot on and probably 
they weren’t in the first 
half - but we knew just 
create the space then we 
would get chances.” 
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Coleman 
may stay as 
Wales boss 


■nr ift 


Scotland's James McArthur scores his side's third goal. 


Strachan pleased 
with spectator role 


CHRIS Coleman has hinted 
he is prepared to stay on 
as Wales manager after 
the current World Cup 
campaign by admitting 
that seeing someone else in 
the role would “leave a bad 
taste”. 

Coleman said after 
leading Wales to the semi¬ 
finals of Euro 2016 that 
this campaign would be 
his last in charge of the 
national team. 

But his assistant Osian 
Roberts has revealed he 
will try and persuade 
Coleman to stay on - 
and the former Fulham 
and Real Sociedad boss 
concedes that it is a tough 
job to give up. 

“The thought of handing 
it over and someone else 
standing there instead 
of me doesn’t sit well,” 
Coleman said ahead of 
Austria’s crunch visit to 
Cardiff tonight. 

“That someone could be 
stood there doing it instead 
of me leaves a real bad 
taste. 

“I go to games at the 
weekend and I’m sitting 
there a bit envious 
watching other managers, 

I do miss the day-to-day 
work. 

“The trade-off I have 
is that I’m manager of 
Wales, watching the boys 
singing the national 
anthem in Cardiff and the 
atmosphere. 

“I’m there watching it 
and fronting that. I thrive 
on that.” 

Coleman has been 
linked with several club 
jobs in his time as Wales 
manager, most notably 
Hull last season when the 
Tigers were in the Premier 
League. But he has always 
promised to see out a 
contract which runs until 
the end of the 2018 World 
Cup campaign. 

“I’ve had Gob) offers,” 
Coleman said. 

“But in 20 years’ time I 
can say I didn’t jump ship 
after what we did at the 
Euros because I wanted to 
stay with Wales. 

“It’s a once in a lifetime 
opportunity and it’s the 
best job I ever took.” 

Coleman’s future will 
almost certainly come in to 
sharper focus were Wales 
to lose against Austria on 
Saturday night. 

He has said previously he 
would speak to his Football 
Association of Wales 
employers about the future 
if his side were out of the 
running for a place at next 
summer’s World Cup finals 
in Russia. 


BOSS Gordon Strachan thanked 
his Scotland players for allowing 
him to enjoy the 3-0 World Cup 
qualifying win over Lithuania 
like a “spectator.” 

More than 2,000 Scotland fans 
headed to Vilnius to see Celtic 
midfielder Stuart Armstrong 
score his first goal in dark blue 
with a header from a Leigh Grif¬ 
fiths corner in the 25th minute 
and Liverpool new Andy Robert¬ 
son curl in a glorious second goal 
five minutes later. 

Midfielder James McArthur 
added a third from close range in 
the 72nd minute to clinch three 
valuable Group F points with 
three fixtures remaining. 

After seven fixtures, Strachan’s 
men have 11 points, still four be¬ 


hind second-placed Slovakia, who 
beat Slovenia 1-0. 

The Scots moved into third place 
above Slovenia and face minnows 
Malta at Hampden Park on Mon¬ 
day, before hosting Slovakia and 
travelling to take on Slovenia in 
what will be two tense games in 
October. 

Afterwards Strachan said: “I 
am really pleased, the fact that 
(at) one point I could become a 
spectator to enjoy the football. 

“It is not often you can do that 
as a manager but that was the 
performance that allowed us to do 
that. The team were excellent. 

“It is getting to be an exciting 
end to the group stages which, a 
couple of months ago, we didn’t 
see that.” 


Asked if it was the most com¬ 
plete performance of his four- 
year tenure as national team 
manager, the former Scotland 
midfielder said: 

“In pure footballing terms I 
think so. 

“We have had football perfor¬ 
mances and not produced chanc¬ 
es and gritty performances we 
all remember against Germany, 
Croatia and England. 

“The technical ability, we have 
got a bit of that but our main ob¬ 
jective tonight was to use the en¬ 
ergy. 

“The team has changed 
dramatically in the last 18 months 
with the energy we have got in 
them. 

“The technical side was good 


but I think the energy blew the 
Lithuanian team away. 

“But there had to be a lot of hard 
work to get to that place and at the 
end they still had the energy. 

“I feel we are getting better and 
better.” 

Strachan started with six Celtic 
players in his line-up and admits 
the winning mentality at the 
Parkhead club was influential. 

“It’s [momentum] and the suc¬ 
cess of Celtic and doing well,” he 
told Sky Sports. 

“Their players are playing to¬ 
gether in top games, understand¬ 
ing what it needs to be a top play¬ 
er, the bravery you need. 

“Add that to the other guys that 
were there tonight, everybody 
joined in.” 
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Saints' Steven Davis scores Northern Ireland's third goal from the penalty spot. 

Saints' Davis spot 
on in N.lreland win 


MICHAEL O’Neill believes North¬ 
ern Ireland’s players “deserve” a 
play-off to reach the World Cup 
in Russia after they set a new na¬ 
tional record with a fourth suc¬ 
cessive win. 

Two goals from Josh Magennis 
and a penalty from Saints’ Steven 
Davis - all scored between the 
70th and 78th minute - clinched 
a 3-0 success at minnows San Ma¬ 
rino as O’Neill’s side followed up 
previous triumphs over Norway, 
New Zealand and Azerbaijan. 

No other Northern Irish side 
has ever pieced together such a 
sequence, and only three have 
ever featured at a World Cup fi¬ 
nals, but the current crop are in 
a fine position to follow the teams 
of 1958,1982 and 1986. 

They currently boast a seven- 
point advantage in second over 
Czech Republic with three quali¬ 


fiers to come, and would guaran¬ 
tee at least a runners-up berth if 
they manage a draw against the 
Czechs in Belfast on Monday. 

With eight of the nine second- 
placed sides then advancing to a 
two-legged play off in November 
to reach Russia, O’Neill knows 
his side have an excellent shot 
at being involved in back-to-back 
major tournaments. 

“When we came into this cam¬ 
paign we were holding on to a fan¬ 
tastic experience of France and 
you never want the standards to 
drop,” he said. 

“You’re always a little bit vul¬ 
nerable, we didn’t have an influx 
of players so it’s testament to 
those players, to their motivation 
that they’ve continued to do what 
they’ve done, to put themselves in 
the position they’re in, they de¬ 
serve the chance to go to Russia. 


“If we can take care of business 
on Monday night, and have a play¬ 
off to look forward to, it’s some¬ 
thing for us to relish. 

“In essence, if we can do that, 
our World Cup will start in No¬ 
vember.” 

San Marino had conceded 30 
times in their previous six quali¬ 
fiers, more than any other Euro¬ 
pean nation, but they frustrated 
O’Neill’s team for over an hour. 

Goalkeeper Aldo Simonci- 
ni made three fine saves and 
Magennis hit a post before even¬ 
tually breaking their resistance 
by turning home a smart Davis 
pass. 

“There was a patience and as¬ 
suredness about them, even in 
the second half, and a belief that 
they would get that goal,” O’Neill 
added of his players. 

“They never played without a 


calmness or any frantic football 
at any time. It was just a case of 
making sure we got the break¬ 
through and I was delighted when 
we did and that it was Josh be¬ 
cause he had an excellent game.” 

Magennis was originally sta¬ 
tioned on the right flank but 
moved inside when Kyle Laffety 
was taken off on the hour mark. 

Though he has scored just once 
before in 29 international appear¬ 
ances, the Charlton forward is a 
popular figure with O’Neill and 
his colleagues alike. 

“I was delighted because some¬ 
times Josh puts an awful lot into 
the game but maybe doesn’t get 
the goal or the credit,” O’Neill 
said. 

“For me, I can’t remember a 
single time I’ve ever put Josh on 
the pitch and been disappointed. I 
thought he was excellent.” 


Book review 

Rainbows in 
the Mud 

By Paul Maunder 


Sportsbookofthemonth.com 
price: £13.48, saving £3.51 on rrp 


Belgium gets a consistently 
lousy press, thanks in part to 
Brussels’ harbouring of the EU, 
but its citizens are unfairly 
portrayed as fat, idle and boring, 
descriptions well adrift of your 
correspondent’s experience. 

The frustratingly lazy adjectives 
continue to be rolled out, 
however, despite Belgians being 
renowned for their love of (in no 
particular order) strong beer, 
chips, chocolate and sport. 

What’s not to like about such a 
nation, which also happens to 
boast one of Europe’s most 
beautiful cities (Bruges) and is 
the continent’s spiritual home for 
cyclocross aficionados? 

Britons’ burgeoning love affair 
with various forms of cycling, 
from the tactics of road racing to 
the helter-skelter excitement of 
the velodrome, has been well 
covered over the past couple of 
decades as the sport’s popularity 
has boomed. 

Meanwhile, another version, 
cyclocross, has gained 
considerable momentum sur le 
continent, especially in Belgium, 
that it’s only a matter of time 



before it gains even greater 
traction here. 

Indeed, it could be argued that 
the sport has already established 
more than a mere UK foothold. 
Maunder writes, almost 
unbelievingly, that a recent UCI 
cyclocross World Cup round in 
Milton Keynes, the first held 
outside of mainland Europe, 
attracted more than 10,000 
airhorn-pumping, cowbell-ringing 
fans and a clutch of corporate 
marquees, a sure-fire indicator 
that this cycling derivative is set 
to grow. 

The author suggests several 
reasons for this: a large, well 
established cohort of cycling 
enthusiasts and, perhaps most 
importantly, the sport’s compact 
nature. 

Unlike a road race where 
spectators must find a good spot 
to watch as riders whizz by, 
cyclocross circuits are much 
smaller, more demanding and 
several races are held at each 
event. No wonder it’s as popular 
as football in Belgium. 

Football’s UK dominance is 
unlikely to be challenged in the 
near future, but for the uninitiated 
Maunder presents a heartfelt 
introduction to a sport that could 
soon establish itself as a serious 
rival for several other spectator 
sports, giving us yet another thing 
for which we should thank the 
Belgians 
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Monday’s 
Coxford - PM 

Shirley Warren Action Church, 
107-117 Warren Crescent, 

5.30 & 7.30pm. 

Catherine 07737 001413 
Lowford - PM 
Lowford Community Centre, 
Portsmouth Road, 
Bursledon, 

5.30 & 7.30pm. 

Louise 07826 848981 
Regents Park - PM 
Regents Park Community College, 
King Edwards Avenue, 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tricia 07767 373471 
Romsey - PM 
The Abbey Hall, 

The Abbey, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Lynn 07971 354179 
Sholing - AM & PM 

St Andrews Methodist Church, 
South East Road, 

9.30 & 11.30am 
or 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Hayley 07772 351717 
Woolston - PM 

St Patricks Parish Centre, 
Porchester Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Vanessa 07746 533898 
Tuesday’s 

Bitterne - AM 
Catholic Church Hall, 
Commercial Street, 

9.30, 11.30am & 1.30pm 
Jo 07733 235039 
Bitterne - PM 
Catholic Church Hall, 
Commercial Street, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 

Jo 07733 235039 
Botley - AM 

Botley Centre, High Street, 
9.15 & 11.15am 
Viv 07899 736132 
Hedge End - PM 
St Johns Church, 

Underhill Centre, 

St Johns Road, 

3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Claire 02380 407551 
Lordswood - PM 
Lordswood Community Centre, 
Sandpiper Road, 

6.30pm 

Caroline 07540 752062 


save L'lz 
up to oU J 

ask in group for 
more details 


Millbrook - PM 

All Saints Church, 

Kendal Avenue, 

5.30 & 7.30pm. 

Krystal 07576 052709 
Netley Abbey - PM 
Abbey Hall, Victoria Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Claire 07917 851640 
New Venue 
Sarisbury Green - PM 
Sarisbury Green Infant School, 
Sarisbury Green 

5.30 & 7.30pm. 

Amber 07969 866466 
Shirley - AM 
Salvation Army Hall, 

Victor Street, 

9.30 & 11.30am 
Jane 07912 374338 
Shirley - PM 
Shirley Baptist Church, 
Crown Street, 

5:30 & 7.30pm 
Jane 07912 374338 
West End - AM & PM 
Hilldene Community Centre, 
68 High Street, 

9.30 & 11.30am 

3pm, 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Kay 07833 746532 
Wednesday’s 
Bitterne Park - PM 
Bitterne Park Social Club 
Manor Farm Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Laura 07825 210006 
Grange Park - PM 
St Lukes Church, 

St Lukes Close 

Hedge End, 5.30 & 7.30pm 

Kaite 07971 671206 

Upto & Including 

30th August 

Hamble - PM 

Hamble Village Memorial Hall 

(Hall at rear), 4 High Street, 

5.30 & 7.30pm. 

Viv 07899 736132 

New Venue 

from 6th September 

Hamble - PM 

Hamble Primary School 

Hamble Lane 

5.30 & 7.30pm 

Viv 07899 736132 _ 

Lordshill - PM 
Lordshill Church, 

Lordshill District Centre, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Lynn 07971 354179 


Millbrook-AM 

All Saints Church, 

Kendal Avenue, 

9.30am. 

Krystal 07576 052709 
Peartree Green - AM 
Peartree Church Hall, 
Peartree Road, 

9.30 & 11.30am 
Claire 07917 851640 
Sholing - PM 

St Monica Primary School, 
St Monica Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Maria 07500 714708 
Thornhill Park - PM 
Thornhill Baptist Church, 
Thornhill Park Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Mel 07740 353376 
Upper Shirley - AM & PM 
Isaac Watts Memorial Church, 
Winchester Rd, 

9.30 & 11.30am or 

3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Catherine 07737 001413 
Whiteley 

Cornerstone School 
Bader Way, 

7.30pm 

Alice 07887 498382 
Woodley - AM & PM 
Woodley Village Hall, 
School Road, 

9.30 & 11.30am, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Charlotte 07810 643419 
Thursday’s 
Chartwell - PM 

Townhill Park Community Centre, 
Meggeson Avenue, 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Kay 07833 746532 
Hedge End - AM & PM 
KCC (Kings Community Church), 
Sovereign Place, 

Upper Northam Rd, 

8am, 10am & 12pm 

3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Claire 02380 407551 


Highfield - PM 

Highfield House Hotel, 
Highfield Lane, 

6 & 8pm 

Jenna 07595 325540 
North Baddesley - PM 
The Village Hall, 

Botley Road, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Charlotte 07810 643419 
Upper Shirley - PM 
Atherley Bowling Club, 

Hill Lane, 

5.30 & 7.30pm 
Julie 07949 256891 
Weston - AM & PM 
Chamberlayne Leisure Centre, 
Weston Lane, 

9.30 & 11.30am 

3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm 
Hayley 07545 772258 
Friday’s 

Upper Shirley - AM 

Atherley Bowling Club, 

Hill Lane, 

7.30 & 9.30am 
Julie 07949 256891 
New Times 

from 1st September 
Woolston - AM 
St Patricks Parish Centre, 
Porchester Road, 9am 
9.15am from 
1st September 
Claire 07917 851640 
Saturday’s 
Merryoak - AM 
Festival Hall 
Merryoak Road 

8.30 & 10.30am. 

Matt 07834 059733 
St Deny’s - AM 

St Denys Community Centre, 
Priory Road, 

8.30 & 10.30am 
Viv 07899 736132 


slimmingworld.co.uk 



344 897 8000 


SPECIAL OFFER 

5 friends join together & pay only £5 


Slimmin 



touching hearts, changing lives 
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Machine Marti 


3 WAYS TO ' 


CATALOGUE!! 


Southampton 

516-518 Portswood Rd 
S017 3SP 
02380 557 788 


OFFER VALID 1ST TO 
12TH SEPTEMBER 


[ f-FTTI GENERATORS 


^HERErQUALimC OSTS^ 


Expert advice from helpful staff 


G4K FULL BATHROOM SUITE 

TV* 


* a 

Rimless WC inc 550 

Soft Close Seat (Tap 

Cl 50.00 £■ 


FREE PARKING 
FREE DELIVERY 


Independent Plumbing Supplies 

Unit 17 & 18, Belgrave Ind. Est, Belgrave Road, 
Portswood, Southampton, SOI7 3EA 
Tel: 02380 679900 

All prices exclude VAT 


fc ■ 



TAKE COMFORT IN 
OUR QUALITY 

Makers of quality sofas and chairs for over 100 years 


ITIS 



Bridgecraft 


Visit our Vale Bridgecraft Show Centre in Hedge End 

Unlike some retail outlets we provide a relaxing, unpressured environment, where 
you can spend as long as you need, trying all the sofas and chairs, ensuring that 
you select the most comfortable option. Visit our Show Centre and take advantage 
of our current promotions. See our website for details. Every piece of furniture is 
individually made for each customer and carries our 25 year Frame and Spring 
Guarantee. Also available at over 200 independent retailers 


For a free colour brochure call Hedge End Show Centre 01489 796479 
or visit valebridgecraft.co.uk 


Find your nearest Show Centre, where you can see all our ranges and complete selection of fabrics: 



Draycott 

Gloucestershire GL56 9JU 

01386 700458 

Felsted 

Essex CM6 3LY 

01371821851 

Gateshead 

Tyne and Wear NE119YS 

0191488 3682 

Harewood Yard 

West Yorkshire LS17 9LF 

0113 898 0091 

Hebden Bridge 

West Yorkshire HX7 5QF 

01422 885000 

Nutfield 

Surrey RH14EJ 

01737 822027 

Sheffield 

South Yorkshire S9 2EH 

0114 2618952 

Southampton 

Hampshire SO30 2AU 

01489 796479 

Warrington 

Cheshire WAS 7TN 

01925 571982 

For opening times visit: 
valebridgecraft.co.uk 


FROM ONLY £159! 



1st: Castle in Peak District - 6 days £485 
1st: Scenic Severn Valley - 5 days £379 
2nd: Highlights of Kent ■ 5 days £319 
3rd: Central Spain & Algarve -15 days £1089 
5th: Cornish Coast/St Agnes - 5 days £399 
6th: Matlock Bath - 3 days £159 
6th: Blackpool Illuminations - 4 days £259 
9th: Torquay Steam & Sail - 5 days £279 
9th: Jersey by Sea - 5 days £329 
9th: Oxfordshire TV Trails ■ 5 days £409 
14th: The Black Forest ■ 7 days £539 
15th: Dublin & Wicklow - 5 days £469 
16th: Rolling Back The Years - 5 days £359 
16th: Gems of Northumberland - 5 days £459 
20th: Blackpool lluminations - 3 days £199 
20th: Blackpool lluminations - 6 days £359 
23rd: Lake District - 5 days £419 
23rd: North Wales/Rhyl - 5 days £225 
29th: Kent Autumn Special • 5 days £279 
30th: Warners Stnah Warren - 5 days £299 
30th: Great Yarmouth - 5 days £258 


CONTACT US 
p OR your 

FREE 

BROCHURE 



AnGE^f >v > 


CALL US OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE 


ww,wfanqelaholidavs.co.uk 
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RESULTS 


SATURDAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND TABLES 


FIFA WORLD CUP EUROPEAN QUALIFYING Group A 


HOME 

P W D L F A 

7 3 0 0 10 2 

7 3 1 0 10 2 

7 4 0 0 10 5 

7 2 0 1 9 2 

Belarus 7 1 2 0 3 2 

Luxembourg 7 1 0 3 3 7 


France 

Sweden 

Bulgaria 

Holland 


Switzerland 7 4 0 0 8 0 


Portugal 
Hungary 
Faroe Is 
Andorra 


Germany 
N Ireland 
Czech Rep 
Norway 
Azerbaijan 


4 0 0 18 
7 2 0 1 9 
7 0 12 0 
7 112 2 
7 0 0 3 0 


7 3 0 0 12 
7 3 0 0 10 
7 12 13 
7 2 117 
7 1 0 


3 16 
5 13 
9 12 


3 0 0 7 3 21 


San Marino 7 0 0 4 0 18 


0 0 3 1 15 0 


Group D 


Georgia.L 

HTL-L 

Serbia.L 

HTL-L 

Wales.L 

HTL-L 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Serbia 6 1 2 0 6 5 

Rep of Ireland 6 1 2 0 2 1 

Wales 6 1 2 0 6 2 

Austria 6 1114 3 

Georgia 6 0 1 2 3 6 

Moldova 6 0 1 2 3 8 


Poland 7 3 0 
Montenegro 7 2 0 
Denmark 7 3 0 
Romania 7 1 2 
Armenia 7 2 0 
Kazakhstan 7 0 2 


Rep of Ireland.L 

Moldova.L 

Austria.L 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

2 1 0 7 2 12 

2 1 0 6 3 12 


7 7 16 

7 4 13 

5 4 13 


0 0 3 1 11 


England 

Slovakia 

Scotland 

Slovenia 

Lithuania 

Malta 


7 3 0 
7 3 0 
7 1 2 
7 2 1 
7 1 1 
7 0 0 


2 2 0 7 2 17 
2 0 1 5 3 15 
2 0 2 8 7 11 
1 1 2 3 4 11 
0 12 17 5 
0 0 3 0 6 0 


Group G 


Albania... 

HTL-L 

Israel. 

HTL-L 


.L 

.L 

L 

Lichtstein. 

FYR Macedonia 

Italy 

HTL-L 

P W 

HOME 

D L F A 

AWAY 

W D L F 

Spain 

6 3 

0 0 16 1 

2 10 5 

Italy 

6 2 

10 8 1 

3 0 0 10 


6 1 0 

6 1 0 

Macedonia 6 0 0 3 4 7 

Lichtstein 6 0 0 3 0 9 


HOME 

P W D L F A 
Belgium 7 3 1 0 22 2 

Greece 7 1 2 0 3 1 

Bosnia-Herz 7 3 1 0 12 0 

Cyprus 7 2 1 1 6 6 

Estonia 7 1 0 2 4 4 

Gibraltar 7 0 0 3 2 12 


Croatia.L 

HTL-L 

Finland.L 

HTL-L 

Ukraine.L 

HTL-L 


0 0 3 1 15 0 


3 0 0 11 0 19 

2 2 0 7 2 13 

0 1 2 3 8 11 

1 0 2 2 5 10 

0 2 2 1 13 5 

0 0 4 1 21 0 


Turkey... 


Croatia 

Iceland 

Turkey 

Ukraine 

Finland 

Kosovo 


2 1 
3 0 
2 1 
2 1 
0 1 
0 0 


4 13 
4 11 
4 11 


Premier League 


Crawley. 

Roberts 12,51 
HT1-0 


FIFA World Cup European Qualifying Group F 


Man Utd 

Liverpool 

Huddersfld 

Man City 

W.B.A. 

Chelsea 

Watford 

SAINTS 

Tottenham 

Burnley 


PWDLFA WDLFAPt 


2 0 0 6 0 

2 0 0 5 0 

3 110 10 

3 0 10 1 1 

3 110 2 1 

3 10 1 4 3 

3 0 2 0 3 3 

3 110 3 2 


Newcastle 
Leicester 
Arsenal 
Brighton 
Bournemouth 3 
Crystal P 3 

West Ham 3 


3 0 0 1 0 4 

3 1 
3 1 
3 1 


0 0 10 2 
0 0 2 1 4 

0 0 2 0 5 

0 0 0 0 0 


0 0 4 0 9 
1 0 3 3 7 
0 0 3 0 7 


1 1 0 2 0 4 
0 0 10 13 
0 0 2 3 6 3 
0 0 2 0 5 3 
0 110 2 1 
0 0 10 10 
0 0 10 10 
0 0 3 2 10 0 


Exeter. 

Holmes 57 

HT 0-0 

Grimsby. 

.1 

.1 

Rose 36 

HT 1-0 


Lincoln City. 

HT 0-0 

.0 

Morecambe. 

Ellison 90 

.1 

HT 0-1 

Port Vale. 

.0 

HT 0-0 

Swindon. 

Norris 78 

.1 

HT 0-2 

Wycombe. 

.3 


SkyBet Championship 


Cowan-Hall 7 
Stewart 22 
O’Nien 37 
HT 3-0 


Yeovil.0 

Att 2,024 

Newport County.0 

Att 4,193 

Crewe.0 

Att 4,066 

Luton.0 

Att 9,332 

Acc Stanley.2 

Kee 31 
Clark 90 
Att 2,059 

Notts Cnty.1 

Alessandra 67 
Att 4,656 

Barnet.4 

Coulthirst 10,65,70 
Campbell-Ryce 17 pen 
Att 5,895 

Forest Grit.1 


Cardiff 
Ipswich 
Leeds Utd 
Wolves 
Sheff Utd 
Nottm For 
Preston 
Hull 

Middlesbro 
Q.P.R. 
Reading 
Derby Cty 


PWDLFA WDLFAPt 

530071 20031 15 


5 0 2 0 0 0 


5 3 0 0 5 1 
5 2 0 1 3 3 
5 2 0 0 2 0 
5 2 0 1 10 4 
5 2 1 0 3 0 
5 2 0 0 4 1 
5 110 3 2 


5 10 1 1 2 


Fulham 
Barnsley 5 2 

Sheff Wed 5 0 

Millwall 5 1 

A. Villa 5 1 

Sunderlnd 5 0 

Birminghm 5 1 

Burton Albion 5 1 

Norwich 5 1 

Brentford 5 0 


5 1 2 0 4 2 


0 2 10 18 
0 112 3 7 

0 0 2 1 3 7 

0 1 2 2 5 7 

1 0 2 2 3 7 


1 2 0 3 1 6 


Stevenage 
Wycombe 
Acc Stanley 
Notts Cnty 
Luton 

Newport Co 

Crewe 

Barnet 

Coventry 

Carlisle 

Cambridge 

Swindon 

Lincoln City 

Mansfield 

Crawley 

Grimsby 

Yeovil 

Morecambe 
Colchester 
Chesterfld 
Forest Grn 
Port Vale 
Cheltnham 


HOME 

PWDLFA 
5 3 0 0 3 0 
5 110 6 4 

5 1117 7 

5 2 0 0 5 3 
5 110 4 2 

5 2 0 0 11 2 

5 1 0 0 4 1 

5 1 2 0 4 3 


5 1115 3 
5 11 1 2 2 


5 1 2 0 5 2 
5 11 0 4 2 


5 1 0 2 3 5 
5 2 0 0 5 2 


5 110 6 2 


5 0 0 3 2 5 


W D L F A Pt 

1 1 0 5 4 13 

2 1 0 3 1 11 

2 0 0 6 4 10 

1 1 1 6 6 10 

2 0 1 5 5 10 

0 2 1 2 3 8 


10 14 4 6 
0 0 3 5 14 6 
0 2 0 1 1 5 
0 0 3 1 7 4 
0 0 2 1 6 4 
0 0 3 2 10 4 
10 13 3 3 


3olton 500235 021 152 

Ladbrokes Scottish Prem 

SkyBet League One 

i i 



Blackpool.1 

Longstaff 52 
HT 0-0 

Bradford.3 

Wyke 13,62,73 

HT 1-0 

Bury.0 

HT 0-0 

Doncaster.0 

HT 0-0 

Gillingham.1 

Parker 76 
HT 0-2 

M K Dons.1 

Brittain 60 
HT 0-1 

Oldham.3 

Davies 34 pen 
Doyle 51 
Byrne 82 

HT 1-2 

Southend.0 

HT 0-0 

Walsall.2 

Agyei 23 
Oztumer 81 
HT 1-0 

Wigan.P 

Postponed. 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Peterboro 5 2 0 0 4 2 

Shrewsbry 5 2 0 0 4 2 

Charlton 5 2 0 0 5 1 

Scunthorpe 5 110 2 1 

Wigan 4 110 5 2 

Bradford 5 2 0 1 5 3 

Blackpool 5 3 0 0 4 1 

Fleetwood Tn 4 2 0 0 4 0 

Oxford Utd 5 110 4 1 

Walsall 5 2 1 0 7 5 

Blackburn 4 10 1 5 4 

Doncaster 5 0 3 0 3 3 

Bristol R 5 10 14 5 

Southend 5 1 2 0 3 2 

POMPEY 411031 
Wimbledon 5 10 12 1 

Plymouth 5 10 1 2 4 

Bury 5 1 0 2 3 4 

M K Dons 5 1112 2 

Rotherham 4 10 1 5 2 

Rochdale 5 0 2 0 1 1 

Gillingham 5 0 1 2 4 6 

Oldham 5 0 0 3 3 8 

Northmptn 4 0 0 2 1 5 


AFC Wimbledon.0 

Att 3,457 

Bristol R.1 

Bodin 81 
Att 19,284 

Scunthorpe.1 

Morris 86 
Att 4,055 

Peterboro.0 

Att 8,677 

Shrewsbry.2 

Morris 30 
Rodman 37 

Oxford Utd.1 

Hall 8 
Att 10,746 
Charlton.4 

Holmes 18 
Fosu 21 
Clarke 62 
Dodoo 72 
Att 3,592 

Rochdale.0 

Att 6,208 

Plymouth.1 

Carey 87 pen 

Att 5,495 

Northmptn.P 


W D L F A Pt 


Aberdeen 

Celtic 

St Johnstn 

Hamilton 

Rangers 

Hibernian 

Motherwell 

Hearts 

Ross Cnty 

Kilmarnock 

Dundee 

Partick 


4 2 0 0 4 1 

4 11 0 5 2 

4 2 0 0 5 1 

4 1 0 0 3 0 

4 0 1 1 2 3 

4 10 1 4 4 


4 0 0 2 2 5 
4 0 1 3 3 7 


4 0 0 2 3 5 


2 0 0 6 4 12 

2 0 0 3 0 10 

1 1 0 3 2 10 

1115 5 7 

2 0 0 5 2 7 

1 1 0 4 3 7 

0 0 114 6 

1 1 2 3 6 4 

10 12 3 3 

0 0 0 0 0 1 

0 0 2 1 5 1 

0 0 2 1 4 0 


Ladbrokes Scottish Ch’ship 


Dunfrmline 4 

Queen Sth 4 

St Mirren 4 

Dundee Utd 4 

Morton 4 

Livingston 4 

Inverness CT 4 

Dumbarton 4 

Falkirk 4 

Brechin 4 


10 14 2 


0 110 4 

0 112 5 


0 14 5 9 


0 0 2 2 6 1 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 1 


Raith 4 

Ayr Utd 4 

Arbroath 4 

Airdrieonians 4 
Albion R 4 

East Fife 4 

Alloa 4 

Stranraer 4 

Forfar 4 

Queen Park 4 


10 14 3 
110 3 1 
0 0 2 2 7 


10 12 3 


0 6 1 10 


2 0 0 7 2 6 

10 13 3 6 


0 0 2 0 3 1 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 2 


0 0 2 2 4 0 

0 0 2 1 5 0 


SkyBet League Two 


Stirling A 
Montrose 
Elgin 


Cambridge.1 

Ikpeazu 64 
HT 0-0 

Carlisle.1 

Hope 15 
HT 1-0 

Cheltnham.0 

HT 0-0 

Chesterfld.0 

HT 0-0 


Colchester.0 

Att 4,511 

Mansfield.1 

Butcher 58 
Att 4,677 

Stevenage.1 

Martin 82 
Att 2,694 

Coventry.0 

Att 5,164 


4 2 0 0 6 0 


Berwick 4 10 1 4 6 

Stenhsmuir 4 10 1 5 4 

Cowdenbth 4 10 1 1 1 

Clyde 4 11 0 3 2 

Annan Ath 4 0 0 2 1 3 

Edinburgh City4 0 0 2 1 6 


0 13 4 6 


0 0 2 3 6 4 
10 16 3 3 
0 0 2 0 3 0 


Vanarama National League 


Aldershot... 

Fenelon 9 
HT 1-0 


...1 Solihull Moors.0 


Barrow.2 

Gomis 3 
Barthram 37 
HT 2-1 

Dagenham.3 

White 13 
Ferrier 80 
Romain 87 
HT 1-1 

Ebbsfleet United.2 

Powell 45 
Kedwell 68 
HT 1-1 

FC Halifax.2 

Denton 58,77 
HT 0-0 

Hartlepool.3 

Watson 19 
Franks 57 
Simpson 68 
HT 1-0 

Leyton O.4 

Bonne 43 pen,45 pen,82 
Harrold 65 
HT 2-1 

Macclesfld.1 

Durrell 18 

HT 1-2 

Sutton Utd.0 

HT 0-0 

Torquay.1 

Dowling 12 
HT 1-0 

Tranmere.L 

HTL-L 

Wrexham.2 

Massanka 46,70 
HT 0-0 


Boreham W.1 

Andrade 38 

Att 1,159 

Gateshead.1 

Lokko 24 og 

EASTLEIGH.2 

Constable 19 
McAllister 80 

AFC Fylde.1 

Rowe 56 

Maidstone Utd.1 

Ter Horst 90 

Guiseley.1 

Odejayi 36 

Woking.3 

Banton 27 
Ward 41 
Effiong 89 

Maidenhead Utd 2 

Upward 73 
Odametey 90 

Chester FC.1 

Hannah 90 
Att 1,455 

Dover.L 

Bromley.0 

Att 4,032 


Vanarama National Lge Sth 


Bath City. 

..1 

Welling U.1 

Lucas 60 


Phipps 19 

HT 0-1 


Att 542 

Chelmsford. 

..L 

Bognor Regis Town ..L 

HT 0-0 


Att 898 

East Thurrock. 

..1 

Wealdstone.1 

Higgins 89 


Whichelow 13 

HT 0-1 


Att 411 

Eastbourne Borough.... 

..4 

Chippenham.2 

Taylor 18,44 


Pratt 1 

Harris 49 

Torres 77 


Sandell 35 

HT 2-2 


Att 544 

Hampton & Richmond.. 

..2 

Dartford.2 

Kretzschmar 2,28 


Pugh 36 
Bradbrook 59 

HT 2-1 


Att 574 

H Hempstead. 

..1 

Truro City.2 

Hamblin 40 


Cooke 56 
Keats 82 

HT 1-0 


Att 466 

Hungerford Town. 

Soares 51 

Bignall 81 

..2 

Concord Rgs.0 

HT 0-0 


Att 209 

Oxford C. 

..1 

Braintree Town.2 

Paterson 7 


Crook 43 pen 
Roberts 75 

HT 1-1 


Att 312 

St Albans. 

..2 

Gloucester.3 

Lucien 35 


Avery 3 

Gardiner 77 

HT 1-1 


Williams 54 pen 
Cundy 84 

Weston-S-Mare. 

..1 

Havant and W.4 

Cane 46 


Prior 1 
Williams 14,53 
Lewis 24 

HT 0-3 


Att 467 

Whitehawk. 

..2 

Poole Town.2 

Tighe 65 pen 


Bentley 24 

Gordon 86 

HT 0-2 


Bedford 32 


Vanarama National Lge Nth 


AFC Telford.2 

Dinanga 64 
Newby 78 

HT 0-3 

Chorley.2 

Wilson 20,37 
HT 2-0 

Curzon Ashton.1 

Leonard 35 
HT 1-0 

FC Utd of Manchester .. .1 

Kay 84 
HT 0-0 

Harrogate Town.1 

Leesley 9 
HT 1-1 

Kiddrmnstr.1 

Sonupe 7 
HT 1-0 

N Ferriby.0 

HT 0-0 

Nuneaton.2 

Nicholson 3 
Gascoigne 62 

HT 1-1 

Southport.2 

Sang 49 
Merrie 90 
HT 0-0 

Spennymoor Town.1 

Tait 36 pen 
HT 1-1 

Stockport County.0 

HT 0-0 


Blyth Spartans.3 

Dale 28 
Maguire 31 
Hopson 35 pen 

York.0 

Salford City.1 

Maynard 65 

Leamington.2 

Dunbar 70 
Bishop 77 

Brackley.1 

Williams 3 

Boston.1 

Horsfall 49 og 

Tamworth.0 

Alfreton Town.2 

Sharp 11 
Westcarr 53 pen 
Att 632 

Darlington.0 

Gainsboro.1 

Tait 10 og 
Att 746 

Bradford PkAve.0 

Att 3,018 


POOLS 


i— CM CO Tf 


O -i- CM CO 


CM i- i- t- 


NON LEAGUE 
FOOTBALL 


Saturday, 02 September, 2017 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 
Bath City 1 Welling 1 
Chelmsford 0 Bognor Regis 0 
East Thurrock 1 Wealdstone 1 
Eastbourne Borough 4 Chippenham 
Hampton & Richmond 2 Dartford 2 
Hemel Hempstead 1 Truro 2 
Hungerford 2 Concord Rangers 0 
Oxford City 1 Braintree 2 
St Albans 2 Gloucester 3 
Weston-super-Mare 1 Havant & Waterlooville 4 
Whitehawk 2 Poole Town 2 
FA CUP, first qualifying round 
(local ties) 

AFC Portchester 1 Dorchester Town 0 
Andover Town 1 Cadbuiy Heath 2 
Arlesey Town 0 Heybridge Swifts 7 
Ashford Town 2 Corinthian Casuals 0 
Aylesbury 1 Leiston 3 
Banbuiy United 4 Tiverton Town 2 
Basingstoke Town 2 Hartley Wintney 2 
Beaconsfield Town 0 Marlow 2 
Bedford Town 0 Lowestoft Town 2 
Berkhamsted 1 Slough Town 3 
Bideford 5 Bishops Cleeve 1 
Billericay Town 5 Didcot Town 0 
Bridport 1 Barnstaple Town 0 
Cinderford 2 Moneyfield 1 
Farnborough 2 Salisbury 3 
Frame Town 2 AFC Totton 1 
Gosport Borough 1 Bridgwater Town 0 
Great Yarmouth Town 0 Chesham United 2 
Hamworthy United 1 Thatcham Town 5 
Hanwell Town 4 Brightlingsea Regent 1 
Haringey Borough 1 Hitchin Town 1 
Haverhill Borough 0 Kings Langley 8 
Hereford 8 Godaiming Town 0 
Horndean 0 Bodmin Town 2 
Kempston Rovers 2 Wisbech Town 1 
King's Lynn 4 Coleshill Town 1 
Lincoln United 0 Redditch United 1 
Maldon & Tiptree 3 Hayes & Yeading United 3 
Merthyr Town 6 Willand Rovers 1 
North Leigh 2 Biggleswade Town 2 
Odd Down 0 Weymouth 5 
Paulton Rovers 1 Winchester City 0 
Potters Bar 1 Bishop's Stortford 0 
Ramsgate 3 Egham Town 3 
Royston Town 2 Dunstable Town 0 
St Ives 1 Coalville Town 0 
Stratford Town 4 Newcastle Town 0 
Tavistock 2 Taunton Town 2 
Tilbury 0 Aylesbury United 1 
Tividale 2 AFC Rushden & Diamonds 3 
Tuffley Rovers 0 Swindon Supermarine 5 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
South East 

Barton Rovers 0 AFC Dunstable 2 
South West 

Wimborne Town 1 Larkhall Athletic 3 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division 
Alresford 1 Hamble Club 1 
Bashley 3 Team Solent 2 
Bemerton HH 2 Fareham Town 1 
Bournemouth Poppies 1 Lymington Town 2 
Brockenhurst 3 Newport 0 
Cowes Sports 2 Amesbuiy 0 
Portland 2 Petersfield 2 
Shaftesbuiy 4 Baffins MR 2 
Division 1 

AFC Stoneham 1 Downton 2 
Alton 2 Totton & Eling 2 
Andover NS 5 Hythe & Dibden 2 
Folland Sports 1 Christchurch 4 
Laverstock & Ford 3 Fawley AFC 0 
Ringwood 2 US Portsmouth 1 
Romsey 3 New Milton 3 
Tadley Calleva 4 Weymouth 2 
Whitchurch 3 Verwood 1 
NEW FOREST CARE HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

SOUTHAMPTON SENIOR CUP, first round 
Bush Hill 11 Hedge End Rangers 1 
Premier Division 
Colden Common 0 Clanfield e 
Fleetlands 6 Sway 0 
Infinity 1 Stockbridge 2 
Liss Athletic 1 Paulsgrove 3 
Locks Heath 2 Liphook 0 
Overton 1 Hayling United 3 
QK Southampton 4 Winchester Castle 2 
Division 1 

Four Marks 1 AFC Petersfield 2 
Lyndhurst 2 South Wonston Swifts 0 
Michelmersh & Timsbuiy 3 Headley United 2 
Netley Central Sports 4 Upham 2 
Combination 

Clanfield pp Michelmersh & Timsbuiy 
Hayling United 0 Bush Hill 3 
Hedge End Rangers pp Headley United 
Liphook pp QK Southampton 
Paulsgrove 3 Fleetlands 2 
Winchester Castle 0 Overton 4 
DREW SMITH SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 
Premier 

Athletico Romsey 3 Chamberlayne AFC 4 
Bishops Waltham Dyn 4 Comrades 5 
Braishfield 0 BTC Soton 5 
Nursling 2 AFC Gulf Western 3 
Senior 1 

Alderbuiy LL Warsash Wasps 
Upham Res 0 Compton 6 
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